
is led by a committee of dreamers and
zrandfathers (whose faltering steps are
hampered by an irresponsible and
ignorant opposition) finds itself con-
fronted by new nations of immense
strength, Jed by young and ruthless
men, Whose fingers are itching to pick
our pockets,
"neland, it would appear, no longer
enres abour England. With equani-
mity the majority of the population has
witnessed the destruction of London,
tud its transformation into the shod-
aiest capital in the world. With saug-
irold We tolerate slum conditions
Whieh rhe anthoritarian States, withtheir empty treasuries, would not toler-
‘ese tor a inonth."
Beverley Nichols feels, too, as every
wiher decent man now feels about the
Troaty of Versailles: "Those who did
not know Germany in 19380, when utter
Cespalir was written over the face of
the Innd, when the body of every boy
und girl was for sale for a piece of
Hread, will never feel the sense of abid-
ing shame and horror that we. in the
adne of Gemocracy and peace, should
have piased our part in the torture
gang of Versailles.
"We created Hitler, At the instiga-
tion of France, of conrse, in whose
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erazy courses we have obediently fol-
lowed since the war. We made the
advent of Hitler not only inevitable
but a part of the common justice of
things.
"God knows, we have got ourselves
into such a mess that it will need a
Divine Power to get us out of it. How.
ever, there IS that Divine Power, and
we might do a good deal worse than
invoke its aid. It is too late for any-
thing else."

Not a cheerful picture, you say? No,but then it is asking a little muchthat we, as members of the greatest
Empire the world has known, should
sing and dance while the menaces from
fiespotic States and power-mad dicra-
tors grow daily more insistent.
I’m sorry... I meant to write a lot
more about Beverley Nichols’s book,
which is better than most of his, but
not as good as his best. He flays many .

institutions-"Punch," Oxford (always
easy prey), Civil aviation, London sgo-
ciety. le praises several things-theBritish ballet, the BBO and a dress
designer hamed Norman Hartnell.
You'll find "News of England" as wp-
to-the-minute as the larest European
crisis, ‘

"News of England,’ by Beverley
Nichols (Jonathan Cape). Our copyfrom the publishers,
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TRASH THAT ESCAPES
THE CENSOR

()F all bad novels, those are most
detestable which may be calied
the "sugared sex books." = Then
theme is "‘bodily union" and their
detail is entirely unimportant. Theis
slither past the censor only because,
as literature, they are su trashy
that no one with intelligence can be
bothered to read them.
No buuned D. H, Lawrence work ever
carried one-hundredth part the dose
of mischief! which these literary pills
possess. For these are sold in open
market and swallowed without unde:
standing by a thousand million readers-readers who are drugged to believe
that love is "bee-utiful" and who ge
searching in their own lives for a ‘"‘ful-
filment™ that is htumanty impossible and
in day Case, outside of novelist trash,
would be far foo sugary sweet to be
tolerable,
The French, who are realists and wise
men, condemn most English romantic
stories as immoral because they build
false values. And 2 book like Norma
Lorimer’s "Where fgnorance is Bliss."
Which the dust cover proclaims as the
"daring story of three lovers," is com-
Inonplace proof that the French are
right. There is nothing that econld noi
be read aloud in sy early Vietorian
drawing-room-the fornication jis al!
done With fig-lenves-but if ever a book
in cumulative effect justified banning
this does,
One last word. Curious people who
are led by vituperntive reviews to ex-
pect a spiey tale will be horribly dis-
appointed here, There isn’t even any
Salt. Indeed the best comment on the
book is its own--vhere ignorance — isbliss...
"Where Ignorance is Bliss.’ by
Norma Lorimer. (THoatehinson and
Co., E.td.. London). Our copy from
the publishers,

FINE MATERIAL, BUT
TOO MUCH OF IT

ALTHOUGH Theun de Vries’s‘third novel has been published
in the English translation under thetitle of ‘Son of Rembrandt," it
might. just as reasonably have held
to the original Dutch, "Rembrandt"
-or, for that matter, ‘Daughter ofRembrandt" or "Friend of Rembrandt."
The truth is, this book contains the
skeleton of about five novels ali
squeezed into one body.
That constructive weakness is likely
to damn its chances of popularity, de-
spite much in it that is stimulating.skilful and even beautiful.
Nevertheless, for the smal] section
of the reading public which is genu-
inely interested in art and artists.
"Son of Rembrandt" is a novel not
fo be overlooked. For it has a quality
of almost passionate sincerity thai
crips attention. One cannot escape the
absurd feeling that this book would
probably have been written whether or
not there was prospect of a market;
it echoes so strongly the author's in-
tense absorption in his subject.
There is no need of the information
on the dust cover that Mr. de Yries
developed an early passion for paint-
ing, that he has written a book of verse
and worked in a library before he
turned journalist. The care and feel-
ing with which he has. drawn tbe
figure of the great Rembrandt, the
detailed analysis of the changes in
the master’s style and mood of paint-
ing, the colour and reality of the de-
seriptive passages through the book--
all these things reveal the fire of in-
terest which must have made de Vries
take artist Rembrandt of all men for
his hero.
The early chapters that deal with
the famous painter's career and love
story--filmgoers will see the Langh-
ton yersion clearly here-are by far
the best in the book, strong both in
character delineation and in

=
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phere. Interests flags when the lime-
light shifts from Rembrandt himself
fo his somewhat pale and sexless son;
from Titus to the strangely unbalanced
Magdalena van Loo, who courted: him:
thence to his friend Jan Swammerdam.
the brilliant anatomist whose life was
wrecked by an abortive love affair;
finally to Rembrandt’s daughter Cor-
nelia, who is so much beter foundation
for a novel than her brother, but who
is so suminarily dismissed.
Only when the ageing. Rembrandt re
turns to the scene is the strength of
the first chapters half recaptured. It
is a pity that the fine material and en
thusiasm of the book should have been
so largely discounted by the author’s
unwillingness or inabilityto prune,
. "Son of Rembrandt," by Tkeun de
(Harrap and Co., Ltd., Lon-

don), Our copy from the publishers.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
"An Easy Way lo Study Astro-
logy." by "Leonis" (Whitcombe and
Tombs, Yiid. New Zealand), Our
copy from the publishers,


