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W ellngion Theatre Manager
Establishes Lank W ath

Great  Hollywova  Director

A ‘“‘Record” Interview

by
ROGER HOLDEN

: SATURDAY night in Hommersmith,
& West London, twenty-six yeors €90 . . .
& & typicel Saturdey night eudience af

the weekly concert of the Hampshire
House Social Club . . .

On the stage two young men, one dressed
in kilts and singing Scottish comic songs, not
too brilliantly~—the other in the wings waiting
his turn to sing some of the light romaentic
ballads so popular twenty-six years or so
6go . . .

One of those young men was Alec Regan,
mow manager of the Majestic Theatre,
Wellington.

The other, the ome in kilts, was Frank
Lioyd, now one of Hollywoed's most outstand-
ing directors—thz maker of "Mutiny on the
Bounty,” “‘Cavalecade,” “Lioyds of London”
and “Welis Fargo.”

LEC REGAN has never forgotten those far-off days in

 Hammersmith, when he and Frank Lloyad were starting
their theatrical eareers together, when they sang songs
at Saturday night conecerts in

Friday, May 20, 1938.

FORGOTTEN

IN HOLLYWOOD.—Phil Maddock. M.-G-M’'s
N.Z. chief, brings the famous director, Fraink
Llovyd, a letter from Alec Regan.

lhe

occupies pride of place on the manager's desk i

Majestic Theatre, Wellington.

FI{ANK LLOYD not only talked over old times with Mr,

Maddock. He also discussed the future. He is at pre-
sent with Ifaramount, bis latest film being “Wells Ifargo,’
Lut he bas the idea to come to Australia and make a ple-
ture about Captain Bligh when he was Governor of New
South Wales. Indeed, it is rather more than an idea with
Lloyd; it might almost be said to be an ambition. Appar-
ently he iz so certain that the subject is a good one tfor filne
ing that he is even willing te put up some of the money
for the project himself, if necessary. And he hopes.that
(harles Laughton may again be induced to play Captain
Bligh, as he did in Lloyd's M.-G.-M. produetion, *3dutiny
on the Bounty.”

ENCID]']NTALLY. what Phil Maddoek told wme the other

day rather bears out what Doug. Snelling said last
week ahout the diffienlty of getting into Iollywood. Al
though AMr. Maddock was more or less op an official visit
to the film ecapital, it wasn't
easy (o meet Frank Lloyd so
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that he could present Alee
Regan's letter.

“Prying to contact a pro-
ducer in Hollywood is prob-

T
|

He thought, however.
that Frank Lloyd might have
forgotten. A man whe has climbed as far and as high as
Tluyd has climbed sometimes likes to forget the days before
he wag famous,

But Trank Lloyd is not that type. A few weeks ago
in Iollywoeed he received a visit from Phil Maddock, general
manager of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in New Zealawd N
Maddoek, who was on a visit to his company's studios,
brought him a letter which Alec Regan had written ia
Wellington, :

Vr, Regan had been diffident about writing that
jetter. He meed not have worried, because Wrank
Jdoyd was delighted to receive it, Memory, once
aroused, needed little coaxing, and he recalled with
pleasure the time when he and Alec Regan had earned
their five shillings a night. e was only sorry that
Mr. Maddoek had not broughl a photegraph of Alee
as well as a leftor, so that he eould see what his fermer
colleague looked like now, 26 years after.

So thal Alee could pob have the same complaint Lloyd
gave Mr. Maddock his photograph to hring hack to New
ZGealand, Autograpbhed by the famous director, it now

ably harder thay {rying (o
eet into Heaven.” says My, Maddock.

Many things impressed Mr, Maddoek on his visit, .
including the beauty and charm of (alifornia, hut’
nothing seems to have fived bis imagination more than
the marvellous collection of “props” for films at ihe
M.-Gi-M. studios at Culver City. There you ean find
the foisam and jeisam of a thousand past pictures, but
among the relics is a very great deal of m aterial that
will come in useful again.

The property building occupies a large avea, and is
cight stories high., The confents of cach floor is elassifiod.
Tor instance, on one you find period furniture, on another
notling but office furnishings. On a third fioor there is
nothing Imt pinao=, #nd so o,

Adrian's depariient swhere (hey make the dresses for
A oG- ML fihus- proba by the besi-dressed films of all—wonld
seud auy normal womay in raptuves,  There are yards atal
vards of cloth aud falwic of every deseription—the whole
being-svorth a fabulous price. “One thing Hollywood cin-
not fuke is dress materials,” says (Coutinued on page 45).



