Mirams’ Insurance
E. 8. Andrews (Wellington) : As one
of *“nearly a quarter of a million

readers” who pay fourpence a woeek,
partly  for  80-add  pages ol the

brighfest journalism in the conntry
and partly for the famous “Mirams lu-
surance against Pleture  Flops,” i
crave space to defend a profitable in-
vestment.

If T huy books or bootlaces or per-
ambulators or anything ¢lse, I can ook
the goods over hefore any eash changes
hands. Not =0 with the pletures, If a
picture is a flop, that’s just 1on had —
for me,

[ can go on year after year paving
out’ innumerable onefand-gixpences,
spurred on by. an oceasional  “Dead
Bnd” or “Nothing Sacred,” but on the
whole getting nothing hut menta} and
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moral indigestion in returu for the ex-
[ense,

That is why I regard the share {hat
Mr. Mirams gets of my weekly four-
pence as i kind of sociul and aesthetic
insurnnee,  His eririeal mind  stand<
guard herween me and @ host of tatu-
ons films,

It must he quite nnprecedented for
New Zealand paper to stand so uncom-
promisingly firm behimd g member of
the stadf who, using his technieal and
litevary ability in his daily work, has
run fonl of a powerful vested interost.
I' liked the “Radio Record™ before: [
respect it now,

The candid eritics like Mr, ’\Iirlm\
have shown over and over again tha
the movie magnates do not know t! mn‘
own joh, that only once or twice in 100
tries can they make a picture that
hangs together as a smooth and fin-
ished piece. They are so obsessed with
theip billions of dollars, their galaxies
of stars, their super-superlative bally-
hoo, that they can’t produce the goods:
they still have to learn that it takes
more than a million deollars, a handfal
of expensive stars, and 8000 foot  of

flickering colonr-film (o make a con-
vineing picture,
The movie people rerort that cthev

wive the great big-hearted public what
it wanis, But do they? They flaod the
theatres seith hanal nonsense, they soak
a ready-made audience in an expensive
wand platitadinens display of  “apec-
tacles”™ and “heart-throbs” for a gener-
ttion, till perception and taste are
deadened, angd then call the cause the
offect,  Phe truth ig that the pnblie
lits never heen given enough good pic-
fures to get used to them. And by good
pictures I do nn[ mean “‘goady-goody™
or “pure” or “cdueational” films, lLut
films that, no matier what aspect of
life they portray, have some sort of
artistic integrity and completeness.

There are only two solutions. ‘Phe
ffim business ean reorganise itsell to
serve the community instead of doping
it: or the Press, by henest, impariinl
and enpuble reviewing, can so slimulate
the critical faeulties of the public that
andiences will demand better films, and
ot them. The tirst, it the action of
Colambia Piciures is any gnide, is im-
possibles the second, which the “Radio
ecord” Is aliempiing =o woell, is more
likely to be suecosstul,

No here are my congratulations o
Gordon Mirams and to you on your
strang bid fop hetter pietures,  More
power to your pens!

PR —Somewhere abont the middle of
this effusion, in honour of Alr. Mirams.
readers will sfaml and sing “Tand of
Hope and Glory.” Or, hetter still, they
contd play it on the gramophoue,

Good Luck !
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iv be insincere animals who fed @
doling public on yards of boloney,
fresh from the ovens of the film mag-
nates. 1 pietured them as doing this
work in between lighting one cigareite
from the slump of another, or after
coming from bluffing their way into a
Tree show. DBut I found one exceptiou
in Mr, Mirams!

T'ntil ihis young man came-inte pro-
winence, New Zealand had never
known g real film eritic, Why? I sup-
pose there were many reasons. I sup-
pose, again, that most newspapers were
too “lousy”—-that's a good word, isn’i
it?—to spend a few poundson employ-
ing n reliable man when a youth would
do,  If the “film critic”™ wanted some
reviews he just trotted over to the office
of the film company with the biggest
advertising hudget and behold! he had
tous of film matter shoved into  bis
hands!

Continne your good work, Mr,
Miramg, and don't think that the pub-
lie i surveying it with apathy. Yew've
2ot the filmgoers hehind you in your
struggle to present reviews as they
shonld he presented. We're so tired of
all  these “stupendous,” “colossal,”
"magnificent” film pages in other pub-
lications. Good Inek to you. Good luck
o your editor and general staff in he-
ing courageous enough to set alight to
4 “honza” conflagration.

Not Written By Money

“Truth in Journalism (Wellington) ¢
Somebody  should give you a slap
o the hack for having what it
takes to back up your film writer, and
letting your readers in on the reason,

Daily uewspapers do not like fall-
ing out with the film interests: it
meanus the loss of nearly a page of
advertising every day, so the public
gets if3 film news on the “you-give-ns-
a~good-ad., and  we'll-give-you-a-good-
writeup” idea, said wnteup, inecident-
ally, being provided by the theatre
minager, That, and his ad. is his
hig job for the day, exscepl when he
has 1o come to the resene of somehody
with o weak pleture, by writing a nime
letier about it to the Press, or to his
Wellington boss, whose “pull” ix usuai-
1y strong enough to have it published.

May I say how pleasant it hag been
o find that there is afl least one jour-
anl in New Zealand which does rot tet
money write it film rews,

Protest

“Typistes” (Wanganui) . We wish to
plice on record our protest against
yony film evitie, Gardon

The reviews in the *Record” 'U'u an
unhiased guide for filmgoers and if Mr.
Mirams i expected to write the t¥pe
of “eriijcism” which we find in the col-
umns of newspapers, the intelligent
filmgoer will have no  standard by

Cwhich lo judge the picture he wishes

fo see, )

Unbiased criticism ot current  pie-
lures ix so very rare that we feol that
there would be a real loss to the “Re-
cord” if Mr. Mirams deparfed from
his present film poliey,

We wish to congratulate Mr., Alirams
on his artieles, which we greatly ap-
preciate,
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