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How Toe Smash A

An American “Labour Spy” Describes
The Art Of Keeping The Under
Dogs Down Under . . .

Specially Written For The “Record”

=9 OR long enough I have had
1 a hedlthv contempt for
anonymous spy stories pur-
porting to relate fact rather
than fiction. They may be idly
enjoyable, but rarely indeed are the}
convincing.  However, labt weelk's
nﬂ'llsh mail brought a *‘true spy
> that is the exception rather

story’
than the rule. “Labour Spy”--
signed by an author calling himself

SGUTA99Y and published by the enter-
prising Inglish firm of T. Werner
Laurie, is definitely convineing and
definitely not enjoyable.

“Tabour Spy” can, however, claim
the distinction of being one of the most
original spy stories ever written. If
vou are looking for tales of machievel-
lian cunning and cold-blooded nerve
don’t bother to read it, for G/T.00's
story is far too authentic to concern
itself with cheap thrills.

Revealing and Damning

1f, on the other hand, you are inter-
ested in ecurrent American polities and
in the peculiarities of the Americanp
jndustrial system, here is the hook for
you. In its own way it is as revealing
and damning as Upton Sinelair's
hiography of Henry Ford, “The Flivver
King” It is a hook to drive good
unmm\ta mad with rage, and if, hy any
queer chance, it is read extensue]y hy
the American industrial classes it Is
surely a book to make them blush for
their own simplicity!

“LAB(‘)UI{ SI’Y” ig not the story of a

clean-limbed  young IEnglishman
parachuting to hair-brained adventure
behind the enemy lines,
a4 cons<eienceless Ameriean machinist
wheedling his way into big monev by
a srstematfic  betrayal of ()r;;{'mxsm]
1abour to the “Im«s@“’

LT-09 was for 20 years an opem
tive hired by an industrial detective
agoeney to keep hig finger on the pulse
of labour-—and during that time he
extablished a record that makes Judas
lonk like a nervons amateur! Tt i3
incidental, but perhaps significant, that
during those 20 years he also lied and
wheedled his way into n position from
which he ecould control the reactions
of organised lahour in an enfire indus-
trial State—and presumably made 2
fortune on the side doing it.

At last, after reading *Lahour Spy,”
one realises  why American industry
nas never beeu hothered hy humani-
tarinn  legislation until  Roosevedl’s
N.IGA~—why {ear-gas, hand grenades
and macline guns are legitimate anti-
strike weapons, and why, iff revolution

but the story of

ever does overthrow the glorious Ame-
rican Democracy the Civil War will be-
a gentleman's disagreement by conl-
parison. )

T.-99 does not bother to make ex-
cuses for his occupation. He merely
states lueidly and simply the em-
ployer’s point of view in hiring men to
defeat unionism from within. At
times, in an off-hand manner, he quite
convinces the reader that it was all
to the good of the worker that union-
isin should, in certain insiances, be
defeated. But, all the while, he builds
up a picture of labour bulldozed and
beaten and betrayed into submission
that would surely be repugnant even to
a Nelson tory!

“Labour Spy,” as I said, is a book
calculated to drive any good unionist
mad with rage—and no good unionist,
for the sake of his soul, should shirk
reading it.

As pure entertainment I have my
doubts about it. It deals with peopl2
and with polities that cannot be fully
comprehended by the average New Zea-
lander. It is never really exciting ex-
cept in its rare, restrained descriptions
of brutality. And above all, it is dis-
turbing in the contemptuous picture if
paints of the mind and the gullibility
of the “sucker”—a species not solely
confined in its habitat to the United
States of Ameriea,

“[ abour Spy,” by G.T.-89 (T, Werner
Laurie}). Qur copy from the pui)hshers.

Blood Splashed But Very
Good Fun'!

TN an entirely different category is

Bernard Newman’s “Death
U nder Gibraltar.” Despite Mr New-
man’s amuqmg little habit of mak-
ing out it is all true, no one is in
the least likely to believe him.

“Death Under Gibraltar” is, how-
ever, a singularly exciting thriller,
spiced with enough realism to give
it grip, and spquhod with enough blood
to make the reader slip off the critical
pedestal and enjoy the whole business
of scotching a Fasecist plot to capture
Gibraltar by way of that mythical tun-
nel under the straits every visitor to
the Roek hears so much about.

Mr. Newman writes with o masterly
pen,  The narrative flows easily along
from thrill to thrill, and he has the
tricky knack of making his sex-interest
hot but not reeking.

T liked his unmoral gipsy girl in

““Denth Under Gibraltar” as much az

any improbable character I have met
in a thriller for many moons.
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The publishers Messrs. Vietor Gol-
lancz, certainly have a keeén eye for
thrillers. In the last year or-so I
bhave not read a Gollancz thriller. thav
is & “flop.” You might remember’ that,
next time you are in the cirenlating
library. . :

“Death Under Gibralfar?’ will be-
guile many a tedious railway journey
and burn many an inch of candle ot
unit of power at midnight. It is one
of those spy stories that are not alto-
gether an insult to the intelligence.

“Death Under Gibraltar,”” by Ber-

nard Newman, Vicior Gollanecz (]Lona'
don). Our copy from the publishers.

" 5@55@& g's |
Knitting &

in ‘Yiyella’ Yarn of coursel Thiz

§’ beautiful yarn makes your labour s&
: @Eﬁ well vorth while wich Its smooth
@ver {finish and lovely fast colours... and

g it can’t shrink. For everything thae

‘can be knitted for men, women,
children and infants, use. ‘Viyella®
this year in cream, pastel of gay
calours.

KNITTING YARN

If you have any difficulty in ebtaining write to William
Hollins & Co, Ltd., P.O. Box 1440, Wel!mgtmz, whem
the name of the nearest retailer will be sent &
to you, 3

body




