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Treain classic.

9 VERYONIE who reads a
F—d  hool visualises it difierently.
Therefare, the more popular
a book is and the more it
has become wrapped in lavender-
scented memories with each passing
vear, the more ditlicult hecomes the
problem of the producer who sets
out to make a film version of it. Al
“around him are self-appointed eri-
tics -ardent - amd  uncompromising---

euch one of whom is ready lo pounee

an anylhing that deviates from his
own concention of the characters and
action.

So, when § took with me {o the pre-
view of Nelznieck's “The Adventuroes
of Tom Sawyer” a fricmd who . is =0
chsnotred of the Mark Twain clussice
thie e has read it almost once g year
inee boyhood, [ realised fhat 1 was
selting (he pieture the severest fesi it
counld fuace,

My friend’s nnbounded cnjoymend
of “Tom Sawyer” wus prool le me
that Selznick has done azain with {his
pivture what he did just recently with
e Prisoner of JZenda—made a3

Tommy Kelly and Anmn Gillis, as Tom Sawyer
and Becky Thatcher in David O. Selsnick’s re-
markably successful screen wversion of the Marl
Master Relly, son of an uncni-
ployed New York sexton, was selecled from
among 25000 aspirants for the role.

“Tom Sawyer” Has What

Hollywood Cannot Spoii—

nearly perfect an adaptailion of a liter-
ary favourite as seems mnmanly pos-
sible, This was horne out hy the com-
ments of other Twain-lovers whom I
sasy after the screening. They bhad
their quibbles on this and thaf, of
course, but they themselves were pre-
pared to admit that they were no more
than quibbles,

Adults Come First

[HIY not, however, require all this

enthuginsm to fire my own. Hav-
ing read “Tom Sawyer” only once, and
that 100 long  ago o remember it
elearly, I-went {o the preview ywith a
more or less open mind—and eame
away feeling 1hat L eould do humanity
no greater immediate service than re-
cammend  this film In 1he strongest
terins possible, ) )

Beiwoeen then aud writing this, sev-
erat days have passed, and I have had
time to gleep on it and chew it over:
hut although the AGrst rosy glow of
enthusinsm has naturally faded a little,
[ hope thaf enough remains fo warm
this review and dispel the common
illnsion that candid film erities(sic)

—Youthful Spirits

are cold, Impersonal creatures who are
always more ready to damn than to
praise. . :

The story is American? Yes, but
Tom Sawyer was a little boy first, and
an American little hoy second.

Ilowever, this is certainly not exclu-
sively ‘o film' for -children. It is not
even primarily a film for them, any
more than the eartoons of Walt Disney
are. Tigsney says that he makes his.
pictures to appeal to ithe childishuness
ilitt remaing in every adulf. Selznick
must have been guided by the same
principle in “Tom Sawyer.”.

Clear The Decks

WIIA’J} shatl I praise first?

Yeot, perhaps it woulit be better if
1 cleared the decks for a goed, hearty
broadside of appreciation by saying
{hat- the picture is not fauliless. For
jnstance, one feels that Mark Mwain’s
Tom Sawyer was not ¢uite the little
gentleman that Selznick has made him.
Inrthermore, the pieture.is inelined fo
he episodie, to lack continuity, heecatise
so mauch emphasis has been piaced on
action, One adventdre ends; &nother




