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WHERE TAHITIAN NATIVES

HE STORY

of H.M.S.
Bounty’s dra-

matic and il

fated voyage to the
South Seas has become

world famous. Few world in book, on the screen and on the radio.
incidents in  British te-day, the islanders—through the instollotion of radio
history have raised -—ore coming agein into touch with the world on which
greater  controversy. they turned their backs so long ago.

Was Captain Bligh a vil-

lain or a hero? Was

Fleteher Christian idealist or freacberous mutineer?
Although I appeared in the American film version, aud

in the B.A.P. radio presentation now heing heatd over New

zealand Commercial stations. the study I have mude of the

history of the Bounty does not permit me 1o lay down any

forthright opinion ovne way or the other.

Truth Buried With Ship

P ship which lhas given rise to this controversy now

lies at the bottom of the sea close by Diteairn Island’s
rocky coast, which iag been her grave for nearly 130 yeurs.
Tersonally, I should say that ber commander, Captain Bliel,
was not the.tyrant.he huas frequently heen made ouf to be.
At any-rate, e was ne worse than any other sey caprain
of hix day. The guarrel between hiw and Christian. toa,
wag principally a amatter of ctashing temperainents,

“¢'ertainly I dou't. feel inclined {o eommit wyxelf to a .

definite opinion, despite the fact that I knew Charles Nord-
hoff and Norman ‘1Ll the authors of the book, wiich
M-G-3@ subsequently filmed.  Iu this book they have wisely
presented the facts and left the redder {o draw his own con-
clusions.- : e

113 American film, however, took @ number of libevties

‘with history. .. . Hollywood never scruples to do this
in the causge of romunce and love interest.  Frank Lloyd,
who directed Ahe picture, told me himself that he had pro-
tested akzainst this distortion of the true story, but he was
overruled. . As a result of the eriticism whieh followed the
release of {he film, be resigned from the M-G-M studios
.- their radio version, B.AP, on the other hdwd “have
gof{é.fﬁﬁf of tlieir way to avoid the mistakes in the film, auwd,
after much detailed restarceh, they produeed i feature which

ITCAIRN, the world’s loneliest island, forgotten in
the 18th and 19th centuries, hos become the news
highlight of the 20th century.
Coptain Bligh's mutineers, who sought their Shengri-la
in the solitude of the Pacific, found Peradise there and
lost it ond years later found it again, has thrilled the

MET THE MUTINEERS

adheres rigidly to fact.
Incidentally, T learn
that quite apart from
its success ot the Do-
minion  ZB  stations.
“The Mutiny of  the
Bounty™ is now playing
on 39 conmmercial sta-
tiotts, which must be a
record for any Austra-
lian-created {ranscription.

The strange tale of

And,

Pl'l‘(f.\ll{x INLAND, a tiuy point of land breaking the sur-

face of the great Pacifie, isx {o«lay a lving mewotrial to
(hose bygone mutineers, The jphabitants asre all direct
desceudants of the Bouniy's c¢rew,  Totally isolated -from
the outer world, seif-dependent by force of eircumsiances,
without any new strain in their blood, they have develgped
their own individual mode of life. :

The Piteaivners, speaking a language of their own
—a gueer mixture of Tahitiun and Biblieal Knglish—
have founded a picturesque colony which has no parallcel
anywhere in the world.

The Link Re-welded

JLETCHER CHIUSTIAN aod his fellow mutineers dais-
appenred from the fuce of the workl in 1790, And from

{hat date their descendants have lived in complete isolation

until to-day. “In the registev of Births, Marriages, Deaths
and Remarkable Fawily Bvents, the following entry.-ix to be

Reel

“Jan. 33, 1790, ML, Bounty burned at Pitenirn
Island.” 7 -

1 comnmemoerated the destruction of 1he last link with
civilisation.  Aud now, alter lupse of 138 vears, this link
ix to be . rewelded. A xhortwave radio stution is Deing in-
stalted. 7" . o

Probably the next historical enfey jn {he Register of
Births, Marridges: Deaths o] Remarkable Family Bvenls
wilt véads B

."K’i'tt'qilnl is onee more in contael with iheworld, A
radio siation is now in eperation” '



