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HE life of a band is very much like the life of

a human being. It has moments of grest hap-

piness and moments equally depressing. It has

a win here and a loss there. Tt is sometines

arrested for debt. It makex friends and loses them,
and makes them again.

In fact, it runs up and down the whole <cale of e
dons with as much variety as a cornetist vlaying in «
test piece championship.

And, like most human beings, 1t just keeps gowig o,

HIS, at feast, was the bupression I got when 1 was (ol
something of the bistory of the present holders of the
New Zealand Brass Bands championship.

The Port Nicholson Baud, whicl) begun life ax the Wel-
lington Watersiders’ Band. hus had its ubs sud dowins. .\
the moment it isx on top of thie brass band world of Nenv
Zealand, but at times it Las been on the bottom,

Aud though never actually arrested for debt, the
_band once had its instruments seized by bailiffs in the
middle of an imporiant contest—threugh no faulf of
its owl.

T has vue vther distinetion, too, that will appeal Lo radio

listeners. Tt was the first baml in New Zealaud to give
4 public hroadeast.

That way deurly 15 yoeurs ago.
when & private company  was
broadcasting from the top !
the Tord Building in Cour
tenay place, Wellingtou.
The band broadeas:
through only oue
microphone
hanging from
the ceiling, but
its music went
over the air
well. Tt was
received as far &
away as Duwe
edin,

HE bawd

was first
formed in 1012
as the Welling-
ton Water
siders” Band,
The present
canductor, Mr
J. J. Drew,
wits  appointed
in 1916, and
bag Deep with
the Diand evel
elnce.
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CONDUCTOR I. J. DREN".
... Bandsman since his school duys.

Australian born, Mr. Drew first played the cornet
in the school hand of St. Benedict's, in Sydney. and
joined the famous Newtown Band, the crack band of
Australia. at the age of 18.

Tn this band he plaved under George O'shea. Pro-
fessor of Music at King's School, Sydney. and 1.
Mellar. [ater he was professional cornet to the New
Scuth Wales Government Tramways Band in Syduey.
and 1o the Australian Light Horse Band at Goulbori
ite woved on to Hobart,

There, Jie was simultancously conduclor of three
bands. Once he condueted two of them in competitions.
Une came first and the other secomd.

MHEN e decided to go to New Zealawd, but he could not

make up his wind swhether fo go to Auckland or ta
Wellington.,  He said to hix wife: “Ieads, Wellingtou : tails,
Anckland.” The coin came up heads, and Mr. Drew came
tn Wellington aud soon Lecame conductor of what'is now
the Port Nicholson Band.

TNDER Mo Drew the band went for itx first contest 12
Dunedin. and woun the B Grade championship by 27
points.  The adjndicator, My, Percy Jones, said that the
Band‘s playing of “Lurline” was the outstanding event of
the coutest,
Iu its next contest, two years later, the baud entered
for the A Grade champiousbip at
Woellington. and had the honour of
bacoming New Zealand's chinn-
pion band, It had set a fine
record of two winsg in
{wo starts.
S far  the up-
erade, but unext
the down.
When the
band Jeft nexi
vear for the-
contest in -
wlin, the Wel-
Jingzton Witer-
sldorst  Union
wiyw having
Fraubile  Ho ]
hee sued o
B} s U m ol
money, RN
the  plaintifis
haud won

The nlain.
{iff< sent e
hailiffs dewnn
to the epn-
{ewé gi -
{C. on p. L)

—-Phofo By Crown Studice, Wellinglon,
CCHAMPITON BANOSATEN O 198
v« Port Nicholsoy Silver Band 1 heard on the air on the frst Frigquy ol coery
wonth from 2) 0L ) '



