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ADIO in New Zea-
' land to-day is
rapidly increasing
its scope as a means
of disseminating néws, for
radio coverage of impor-
tant events has developed, and is continuing to deve-
Io

P But there are points in this rapid expansion of
news service which seem, for the moment, to have
escaped the controllers of broadcasting in New Zca-
land, .- There is the paramount issue of accuracy,
and there is the matter of giving the public what it

lington of the Empress of Br1ta1n, Station 272D
secured a lively and informative talk from a pas-
senger described as Sir Montagu Norman. Later, 2
correction to Sir Montague Burton was made. Sir
Montagu Norman, as Govetrnor of the Bank of Eng-
land for the last nineteen years, ranks as one of the
most important, if self-effacing, men in the British
Empire. It is not unlikely that the announcement
of his intended visit to the country would have stimu-
lated acres of publicity. At this stage of the poli-
tical year, his words of wisdom on financial affairs
might have had a profound effect on political issues.

Sir Montague Burton, on the other hand, is com-
paratively unknown in New Zealand; and, except
that his talk on European affairs from the station
was capitally done, his visit was of no great impot-
tance.

Then, a couple of weeks previously, during a

1 M. POWER takes the broadeasting ser-

® viees of New Zeolond to task for not
applying the fundemental principles of news-
editing to news sessions.
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Friday, April 29, 1938,
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Broadcast News and Common Sense

Sunday . programme, the
same station announced
the death of Mt. Eric Rid-
diford, president of the
Wellington Racing Club,
on information supposedly
supplied by an official of the club. As the good old
cliche has it, the affair was grossly exaggerated.

In the first instance, the station had no comey
back, for it was a fault plainly committed. DBut i}
the second, the announcer justifiably passed the buck
on to the informer. For all that, a news service de-
mands that even the most innocuous sort of state-
ment should be thoroughly checked before publica-
tion. A ship's passenger list would easily have pre-
vented the Norman-Burton error; and a couple of
telephone rings would have prevented the Riddiford
mystery.

Now, here’s the rub-—in another way the NBS
is almost as bad an offender! The finest instance I
can remember in recent weeks concerned the ra#l-
way crash outside Wanganui. By chance, I hap-
pened to be holidaying in the Marlborough Sounds
at the time, and radio was practically the only con-
tact with this world of wars dand woe. At seven
o'clock that night, therefore, a small group of us
gathered eagerly around the set to hear full details.

I think the broadcast description of the accident
lasted twenty minutes. From 2YA the announcer
suavely surveyed the situation, soothing our palpi-
tations with a description of the scene, the comments
of the Minister for Railways, the comments of the
General Manager of Railways, the announcement
that a commission of inquiry would be set up im-
mediately, details (Continued on page 38.)

Radie talkers could learn  a  good
deal from listening (o the address giv-
en over the air by the Prime Minister
lagt week, "Phie manner of delivery in
the main wias easy, natura) (il conuver-

*ationat,  The ad-
NEW ZEALAND'S dress wias  given
RADID

with the sincerity
TALKER NG. 7. swhich no one donbts

{hough mauy held
misguided - and sincerity is a  prime

quality that somcehow comes out in the
foue of the voice. There was a pleay-
ing variation in maod from hwmaiar to
deep Teeling, The volee was pleasing.
Whatever one might ecare to think abouf
lim 2x Prime Minister, I can bonestly
name him as New Zealand’s radio talk-
er No, 1, And in this category, curious-

ty enongh, he {ines np with Hitler, Mus-
rolini and Franklin 1), Roosevelt.

No doubr ahout it, the 83YA orches-
tra has improved out of sight during the
lust few months, It has more solid-
arity and achieves a fine organ tone in
its legito pussages, alternaiing, neces-

sarily. wilh enhane-

PERFORMANCE? od brillinnee in the

YES, more rapidly-mov-
CHOICE? NO. ing phrases, But
one might reason-

ably complain about the choice of
works. The other night I heard the
“Charles H” overture, The orches-
tra played it well, bul, while Monta-
gue Phillips is in the top rank of com-
Dposers, there are some of his works

that simply don’t appeal to New Zed-'

land listeners. Nearly an lhour later
the ovchestra. after an interlude with
some  well-played Tschaikowsky, was
heard again in the Mozart Coneerto for
Piano and Orchesfra in I Minor with
1l Dech as pianist. Possibly a trifle
lheavy for general consumption again,
but -delightfully presented. Ovchestras
broadeasting—and to my wmind there is
1o finer combination-—have surely a
Iibrary capable of showing off their
musical worthiness without having ve-
course to obisceure numbers. There is
no need to “go all popular,” bul there
is decidedly a call for “tuneful” works.
A litfle more attention to choice, there-

fore, would make 3YA’s orchestra the

lop-mnhcr in the Dominion.
That's my idea, at any rafte,
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