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Difficulties May Silence

Of Otago’s Popular 4ZM

Contributed Teo The “Record”
by
C. H.

=, NE day four or five years ago a Dunedin busi-
5 ness man, Mr. R. Walls, owner of the B class
¥ broadcasting station, 4ZM, had an idea. No
) reflection intended. This was one of those
ideas that get themselves rernembered. He thought it
would be a good idea to run a short, undenominational,
sacred session on Sundays.

Almost at the same time his attention was drawn
to a young fellow who made frequent purchases of
sacred records. Casually, Mr. Walls asked the young
man if he felt competent to conduct a short session such
as the one he had in mind. There was no hesitation. Don
Adams said: “I'd like to.”

Almost immediately the Radio Church of the Helping
Hand or its germ went on the air from 4ZM.

) In those days Don’s voice was rough, he had had no
microphone experience, and he had very little idea of what
1o say or how to say it,

_ But Don had started. He was keen and young, His
voice rapidly improved, he gained confidence, and to-day,
as “Uncle Don” of the established and beloved Radio
Church of the Helping Hand, he is known and respected by
thousands of South Island listeners.

But, really, we are a little ahead of ourselves. The
Radio Church did not come
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a poor man
clothed; many a |
cold man given - -

bed and firing.
Letters poured
in. They came
from Anglican,
from  Preshy-
terian, from
Methodist, from
Roman Catholic,
For the Radio
Church remained
as it began—un-

denominational.
Thousands -of listeners joined. Collecting boxes were
sent out and the umnseen congregation gave its freewill
offerings, depositing them in the boxes which were sent in
to the station periodically. 'To-day there are 4000 of tllnese
boxes distributed throughout the city and country distriets.
Last year these boxes alone produced the amazing total of

£2000.” In four years the average has been £1600 a year.
And the spending of thai morney is closely watched. A
listener sending in his offerings receives a numbered re-
) ‘ceipt. He may, any time

MR. R. WALLS.
The man who had the idea. . . «

into being quite like that,

he wishes, inspect the books

Mr. Walls was delighted be-
cause of the public’s recep-
tion of Don Adams’s little

Raised £25;000

of the Radio Church, and
can see to what good pur-
pose his money has been

for Children

session. Why should it not
go further? He thought of o
the Rev. Leslie Neale, of the Octagon Central Mission, a
man wlho enjoyed an enviable reputation as a humanitarian.
Neale was a busy man, but he listened. He liked the
duggestion that he help the religious session, but he could
ot spare the time, Mr. Walls was disappointed. He told
Mr. G. L. Johnson, manager of the Octagon Picture Theatre,
of his disappointment, )

There may, at first glance, seem to be a wide gap be- .

tween a minister of the Methodist Church and the manager
of a picture theatre, but in those days pictures were shown
during the week in the hall that on Sunday became the
chureh in which the Rev, Mr. Neale preached the Gospel.
Mr. Johnson liked the idea, too--—sco he promised te talk
to BMr. Neale. :

Then, almost before anyone kunew just how it hap-
pened, Mr. Neale was on the air, and the Radic Church
of the Helping Hand was in its infancy. The minister-
soon became known far and wide as “Uncle Leslie,” Other
“uncles” joined the group and the Radio Church went from
strength to strength.

0O one could stresy too greatly the value of the work
done by the South’s first radio church, Hundreds have
benefited from it, many a hungry man has been fed; many

put.

OOKS, clothing, food, substantial cash domations are
continually being left to be distributed among the more
unfortunate sections of the community. Those who leave

-these things know they will go to the right quarter, thatl

they will be appreciated .as necessities hitherto withheld

. by circumstance,

¥t was the Radio Church that first conceived the
idea of a children’s rest home at Company’s Bay, down
Otago’s sunny harbour. The appeal for funds to build
this home went over the air, was heard, and heeded.
Ne less than £25,000 was raised by the Radio Chureh.

But now.it was that Uncle Leslie made a decision to
have a pronounced effect on the status of the station at a
later date. He might have called the home, “The Radio
Church Children’s Home,” but he allowed the word
“Methodist” to be used. It was, essentially perhaps, a

- Methodist home, but the Radio Church which gave so much

money was an undenominational one. Not that listeners
were greatly worried. The matter was one of policy,

THE Radio Church is on the air 45 minutes every dag,
" excepting Saturday. On {Continued on page 38.),



