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unsettling the public mind in times of
international stress, has led to recent
direct action. The facts to light are
these:

The BBC cancelled a recent talk
by Colonel J, C. Wedgwood, M.P..
Sydney station that spoke of the
steel-shed boots of marching Ger-
mans echoing from Berlin to Vienna
Was quickly told to cease.
Adelaide radio speaker Father
W. J. Ryan, who was to have given
a talk over a Nationa] station on
_,"In Austria Before the War," was'
instructed at very short notice to
change the subject of his address,
and spoke on his studies of earth-
quakes,
Confidential wire was despatched
to ali Commercial stations in Aus-
tralia by the Australian Director-
General of Postal Services instruct-
ing them to avoid provocative com-
ments on the international situa-
tion.I England, the part of Colonel Wedg-‘wood’s speech to which the BBC
took exception ran as follows:
"What Hitler wants is Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Lithuania, Latvia, Es-
tonia, some of Poland and the Ukraine,
and, I hope, the Southern Tyrol, not
to mention Switzerland, Alsace-Lor-
raine, Schleswig-Holstein and Malmedy.
Mussolini is more moderate: he re-
quires Majorca, Malta, Sicilia, Pales-
tine, Egypt, Arabia, Tunis, and the con-trol of Spain. Probably they both want
a loan from us as well."
On the other hand, the BBC did not
object specifically to this passage in
Colonel Wedgwoo0d’s speech, referringto concessions to Germany, Italy and
Japan: ,

"These tyrants are militarists by na-ture. They are grabbers by philosophy.Every concession made either to Hitleror Mussolini has enabled him to turnto his own countrymen and show that
his philosophy and policy ig the rightone,"
HE demand that came to the Aus-tralian radio services says that onaccount of the extremely delicate posi-tion overseas it is important for allstations to avoid provocative com-ments on any subjects which might bea source of irritation in the present cir-
cumstances, when considerable sensi-
tiveness is in evidence, This appliesparticularly to prominent personagesholding positions of responsibility con-cerned with international relation-
ships.
According to the request of the Post-
master-General in Australia, thereis also a danger in giving publicity torumours before they have been verified.He asks the co-operation of stationsin the "confident knowledge" that ex-treme care will be exercised to avoid
any cause for complaint.
N Sydney one Commercial station de-
cided to liven up a session entitled"Time Marches On" by referring to a"little man with hard eyes and a tooth-brush moustache who was changingthe map of WBurope," but it was
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