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were literally turned in his favour. He
put on weight, and within a couple of
Tears he was too heavy to ride, but light
enougl in humour to follow in hig late
father's footsteps.
George Formby is in 3YA’s music,
mirth and melody session on Monday,
April 11,

SHE JUST
WENT
ON READING.

After Marion Tal-
fey had dressed her-
self for the part of
Gilda  in “Rigo-
letto.” she went out on to the stage of
the Metropolitan Opera House, New
York, to experience the greatest thrill
of her life. She left her mother in the
dressing-room calmly reading Tenny-
(son's “In Meworiam,” of all things. To
an inquiry sent by Mr. Gatti as o
whether she would like to step into the
wings to see and heur her dauglter
sing her first opera at the Metropolitan,
mamma looked up from her hook. keen-
ing her finger on the rine where she had
left off, and said: “¥-o, I don't be-
lieve s0.” She just went on readiug!
Marion Talley. soprano, will be heard
at 1YA on Sunday afterncon, April 10.

“TRY TO Ifrow  {he latest
SING Bagil Maine book,
LIKE DEVILS!  “The Best Of Me,”
comes a glimpse of
rehearsing for » former Norwich KHes-
tival. At that distant date. Dr. Hay-
don Hare, the festival chorusmaster,
was rehearsing ‘“The Demong’ Chorus”
from Elgar's “Itream of Gerontius.” In
those days this music seemed outrage-
oug to both singers and audiences.
More shoeking to Basit Maine than the
musie itself was Dr. Hare’s injunction
to the chorus to sing with ugly tone:
“For goodness sake,” he shouted, in a
rage, “try to sing like devils, not ladics
and gentlemen ™
Ligteners to 4YA will hear Rasil
Maine in a Shakespearean Recital on
Sunday afternoon, April 10.
FROM FARMER  Arter having spent
TO ten strenuous years
MASTER CUTLER. converting a rougl.
bush-clad, lLilly sec-
tion into a fine little 400-acre farm,
Mr. J. Mowbruy Denton left his holding
at Pohangina, at the back of Ashhurst,
for a holiday trip to England. That
2o0liday lasted 83 years, hecause My,
Dentoy did uot see New Zezland again
unti] early last year, when he came
home to Wellington fur a reunion with
his six brothers. It appears that in
Sheffield Mr. Denton met the girl of
his heart, settled dowu, and eventuully
hecame the proprietor of the well-
known cutlerr works of Chrigtopher
Johnson and Co.
Listeners to 1YA will lrear him tell
his own story in a talk on Thursday,
April 14,

PASSION If there had been
FOR any sort of a law
DETECTION. against wise-crack-
ing, our comieal

Tommy Handley would most probhah-
Iy bave turned to crime detection. His
personal library consists chiefly of vol-
umes on this absorbing subject, and, hy
following them in every detail, he
tries to arvive ut his own solutions to

all the sensational crimes reported
in the newspapers. And if they
wouldn't have Ihn apr Scotland Yard.
Pommy once confided that he would

like to huve hecome n jockev If that
happened, what a loss to records, rad-
in and stage!
Tonmmy Handley eutertaing in 1VA's
musie, mirth and meledy session on
Monday, April 11,
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LEON GOTZ.

. .. Fascinated many listeners with

his “Leaves From a Planter’s Note-

book”” He is now wunder contract
to the Commercial Service.

HAL KEMP Countless thousands
OF of boys first showed
ALABAMA, interest in music by

watching their sis-
~ters practise on the piano, and later
by taking up the Jew’s harp. One of
these was Hal Kemp (born in Marion,
Alabama, on Mareh 27), only he
went much further. He dropped the
harp and took up znother instrument
to such good effect that by thie time he
was ten, he wag admitted to a military
band. History is silent as to whether
Hal favoured the drum or the triangle.
but, whatever it was, he stuck to music
ut sclhiool, roge in the profession and
now leads his own band.

Listenerg to 3YA will hear it in the

dance session on Tuesday, Aprit 12.

WROTE MUSIC  Since 1807  the
THAT Holst family have
NEVER PAID. lived in and around
Cheltenham,

land, and Gustav Holst
was the most illustrious of them all
Showing remarkable gifts as a child,
his father determined to make young
Gustav a pianist, Neuritis in the band
forced him to give up any idea of be-
coming a professiona] pianist, so he
fook up the tromboune, It was actually
wlhilst employed in a touring opera
company’s orchestra that Holst com-
posed some of his finest musie, He
taught music wp to the last—he had to
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in order to live, for composition of the
Holst type of music néver “pays.”
Under My. Ernest Jenner, the Royal
Christchurch Musical ‘Society will pre-
sént a programme, “An Hour With
Holst” on Wednesday, April 15.

HIS SILSOGAN
SAFETY FIRST,

Someétimes “Stain-
less Stephen” is
spoken of as Arthur
Clifford, comma
comedian question-mark, and was g0
billed in 1219 on the music halls. He
specialises in topical and spontaneous
humour. When on the stage he wears
a shirt-front of stainless steel . . his
slogan being ‘“safety first,” Like the
steel on his breast plate, he contes from
Yorkghire,

He will be heard in 2YA’s musie,
ntirth and melody session on Thursday,
Aprit 14,

RUSS MORGAN
AND HIS
ORCHESTRA,

In the summer of
1935 Russ Morgan,
Musical Director of
the American Col-
umbia Company, organised a group of
sixteen instrumentalists for recording
purposes in New York, The group in-
cluded several of the members of Ray
Noble’s Orchestra, and recorded under
the title of Rusg Morgan’s Orchestra.
For many years Rugs wag arranging
for Jean Goldkette, the famous French-
born orchestra leader and pianist.
There is probably no better training
for a sueccessful recording dance band
director than to have the unique ex-
perience enjoyed by Russ Morgan.

Listeners to 2YA will hear his band
in the dance séssion on Monday, April
11.

JUDGE FOR Hamilton Dickson,
NAPIER well-known to New
COMPETITIONS. Zealand listeners, is
a versatile music-
ian. When in Sydney he wag ’cellist
with the New South Wales Contserva-
torium Orchestra and Sydney Profes-
sional Orchestra, and soloist for 2FC
and 2BL. He studied voice produc-
tion and singing with Roland Foster,
and composition from Alfred HilL
Mr. Dickson has written two oper-
ettas, an orchestral suite, and a num-
beér of songs and solos for pianotorte
and ‘cello. He settled in Wellington
in 1934,

Mr. Dickson is to adjudicate the
vocal and instrumental sections at the
Napier Competitions Society’s festival
te be held af Haster. .

LUPINO AND In consultation with
“HIS a Jolly old Irish
RIVERINCE.” priest in Dublin one

day, the. famous
comedian, Stanley Lupino, discovered
a new and unusual sidélight on the
subjecetr of humour, Said “Hig River-
ince”: “There’s no blasphemy in think-
ing jokes were intended by Providence.
Huave ye ever seen a crab? Think
for a minute; just a blob of a thing
like a squashed potato frozen still, then
legs ‘all round so that it can’t walk
sober-like if it tried, no nose or mouth,
and a couple of specs for eyes jush set
anyway in as if an afterthought, as if
an architect had forgotten the win-
dows of 4 house. The thing is as full
of screaming comedy ag a rose is full
of beauty and loveliness; of course it
was intended: the one just as much as
the other, You can tell both your ehile
dren that of course there will be laugh-
ter in Heaven, when the joke will be
on the devil.”
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