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FTEEN YEARS “HARD ”’

i

What ““ Alexcander’s . Ragtime
Band” Means To Originator
O “Music and Memory”

Session

Special to the “Record”
By

Norman Mecleod

a good reasoun for it.
afterbirth of experience.
Neatest radio idea to come out of the blue
for many moons was Alex. Scott’s “Music and Men-
ory” session heard from 2ZB on alternate Sunday after-
noons at 3 o’clock. The story of why that session was
born is as strange as the session itself is apt.

“Most people do associate certain times with. cer-
tain events in their lives,” said Mr. Scott when I asked
bim where the brainwave came from. “I've found that out
in a dozen wagys. ) :

“But the real germ of the idea of a “Music and Mewory
sexsion came from an experience of my own A painful
(—'\]J(‘l‘lelll'(_‘

“As loug as I live I will never forget ‘Alexunder’s Rue-

time Band. T first heard it on a hurdy-gurdy outside a court-

Illbpll ation i th

house in Paterson, New Jersey, just as a judge senfenced.

me to 10
dollars!”

yedars' imprisonment along with a fine of 10,000

ALENANDER SCOTT

The judge suid to him. "Fifleen years’ hard lubour
' and a fine of 10,000 dollars.”

“Several highly respectable journalists and a big
business man from New York, not at all in sympathy
with the strikers, were arrested and charged with'
‘sassing’ policemen.

“T WROTE up a story and printed some pictures in
my little rag and poked fun at the police.  All the
New York dailies who had sent reporters did the same;
but what happened to me was just a shame.  Five
thousuand copies of my little

= - . paper were confiscated by the

T that time #Zir. Neott was {
earning a precarious dead- i
lihoad- by editing o Toeal {

. P |
Four Pohcemcn Arrested |

polive and 1 was thrown info
lhe cell.

“Out oun hail, a day or

weekly paper, and here is the
story as he told 'it to ine.

-while 1 glanced over 4 bulky albuin- p,hted with imut gnu.:c D
Once “Alexander Scott” muade banner headlings:

stories.
in every unewspaper of note in Ameucw Some even ran
him in quarter-page cartoons, - : :

Y .newspaper,” he said, “was & harmless, mugmﬁcan‘t;-

‘rag with hardly any circulation. - T had comte from
New York at the instigation of g friend to take the job
on:. "He thought there were. possibilitiesin the tling’ for
me, and that if I-didw’'t make a name for myselfs as &
writer, T would at least gain experience; -He was right, I
did both—got the name and e*:ppriem(,. I landed in jail,
got my picture in every paper in the U.8. A and even made
bitg in the overseas cable news.

“It was like this. Only a few weeks after T took over
the little paper, a great strike broke out in the silk industry
in Paterson, New Jersey. Soou there were
workers out. . . o .

“What g ehance for @ young, budding, deseriptive weiter
Inoking. forr & place in the ’\ew York mdga/,mea’ out 1
went with my camersz and pencil

“What I saw made me very augry,
lost-thelr heads, they were running all over the place Lhd‘*

“tng anybody wha looked like a striker.

The police hud

80,000 silk

of this: ‘Four policcmen arrested,” and so on.
“was charged with inciting hostility fo the Government. and
was sentenced to 13 years’ hard labour ard a fine of
10,000 dollars.

two later, [ went {o & justice
of the peace and swore g war-
it of ‘arrest against four police officers on a charge of
theft., They Lad confiseated my papers without a search
wareant. The New York daities made a terrifie joke out
Later, 1

“Pretty good. Oh!—and I certainly wished that I was

- out on that huvdy-gurdy riding round with 'Alexunder J

Ragtinie Band.'

“EH* SRY uewspaper in. America condemned the senteuce

—and the Paterson police—and published in full the
offending article and pictures, which were mild compared
with their own criticism.” . .

C“Tifteen years’ hard labour! The Press of America
mide sueh a fuss about the business, however, that wheu
wo tonk it to the Superiov Court of New Jersey, the indict-
ment was thrown oul, aleug with the sentence, aund the
judges complimented me on the stand 1 hud taken to up-
hold the American Constitttiow,

MWe hear ‘Alexander’s Ruglime Baud® quite a lot these
dd‘b—tl]f)b(‘ old tunes are still tle Dest—-and every tlne
I do, I gee that scowling judge giving me 15 years!”



