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A Corpse Is Revived

MORE ABOUT AUTHORS COPYRIGHT FEES

{Continned from page 12.)

Where g performance is given by u
soviety, women’s institute or simijlar
group, hefore an audience of its own
members not exceeding 25, and in re-
spect of which no charge is made for
admission, no fee is payable.

There seems to be little ground for
cavilling in these charges. Of course,
all performances (including readings)
that are not “domestic” or “guas-
domestic” are liable for royalties. Even
if no charge is made and only members
are admitted a fee is generally, in

" striet law, payable; but authors, as

will have been seen, do give up some of
their legal rights in practice, and are
by no means unsympathetic or unap-
preciative of the work dome by ama-
teurs in keeping up public interest in
their works.

G.B.S.'s Example

T has been suggested that authors
should follow Bernard Shaw's ex-
ample of charging a percentage of the
gross takings, Buf there are serious
and, indeed, insuperable objections to
this. Rirst, it gives the author no con-
trol over the price of admission, which
under such a system it would be most
Important should be kept at a proper
level. Second, there is no satisfactory
system of caleulating, or of checking,
the recipts of an amateur company.
Third, the fixed fee enables the author
to keep some sort of tag on the quality
of performance of his plays.

In caleulating on a percentage sys-
tem it is invariably required (even by
Mr. Shaw himself) that an allowance
for all members’ seats allotted free or
at reduced price shall be added to the
gross receipts at the full price for
which similar seats are available to the
public.  Amateur societies would do
well to caleulate how much more they
would have to pay, in most cases, un-
der such a system than under the pre-
sent system. Ten, or even flve, per
cent. on a gross amount So totalled
would often be a handsome sum.

Also, under the suggested system, no
allowance would be made for readings
or for the use of small hallg,

N this subject, Mr. Cyril Hogg,
managing director of French’s,
thus expressed himself in a recent
issue of the “Amateur Theatre”: “If a
percentage system were adopted, simi-
lar to that in operation in the profes-
sional theatre, would many societies
playing to large audiences be prepared
10 pay more than £5/5/- (their present
maximum), as their return would un-
doubtedly warrant? I think not.
“The fixed price arrangement ensures
that societies know from the outset
where they stand financially and can
arrange theiy performances geccord-
ingly. It has always worked satisfac-
torily for our authors and audiences.
The great majority of authors under-
stand that it is good business for them
and gives them security. .
“In addition, it does not lend itself,
as the sliding-scale does, to arguments
and digsatisfaction over assessments.

The fixed fee is not open to abnse by
the unscrupunlous as a percentage sys-
tem is.

“And let me say candidly that a play
which comes on the market and which
large numbers of amateurs are in
agonies in their desires to perform, wiil
always be rated at £5/5/- until the Ce-
mand for it hag waned, Why not?

“In fairness to everybody concerned,
especially the author, a success fresh
from professional honours must be ex-
ploited fo the best advantage in the

first instance in the amateur market.”

T is not true to state that exorbitant

demands are being made which

will force the amateur societies out of

existence, Extravagant tales abouti

demands for huge sums for past royal-
ties are false.

The only sociefies which are
pressed for payment are the very
small minority of recaleitrant
societies which ecarry on as “pir-
ates” in defiance of all legal and
moral obligations, and do every-
thing possible to evade payment of
the author’s just dues.

Only “Pirates” Chased

Authors are determined to stamp out
dishonesty of this sort quite ruthlessly.
And who can blame them? The use of
a play without the author’s consent is
the exact equivalent of the conversion
of another person’s motor-car—except
that the offence ig known by the some-
what gentler word “infringement.”

Some people seem 10 bave a very
peculiar moral attitude toward plays.
Men and women who svould not dream
of shoplifting or petty thieving are
sometimes content to sit on committees
and acquiesce calmly in the theft—to
give it the only true word—of an
author’s property. Because that pro-
perty is peculiarly difficult to protect,
then surely it is all the more cowardly
to attack. Why steal a play any more
than a pound of butter or a motor-car?

Authors and their agents are not
hard or unsympathetic. They insist
merely on a certain very simple stan-
dard of honesty. No society is prose-
cuted for infringement unless it has
committed deliberate infringement or
has been deliberately evasive. Most
societies in New Zealand have always
paid royalties in full and without com-
plaint, Extra fees now payable for
readings are very unlikely to affect
their financial position to any extent,

There will be no corpse in this Little
Theatre “Tragedy in One Act.”® :
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WOMAN BOUND IN
COTTON WOOL -

Helpless For Weeks With |
Rheumatism

Now QOut Again—Thanks
To Kruschen

She wag bound from head to foot in
cotton wool. She could not sleep without
the use of sleeping draughts. Yet, within -
two weeks of starting to take Kruschen
Salts, she was on the road to recovery.
This is how she tells us sbout it:—

“Although I am a young mother of only
22, I suffered terribly from rheumatism,”
she writes. “I had to take sleeping
draughts because I could not sleep for
pain, and I was bound from head to fout
in cotton wool. Careful nursing and the
best of attention did not bring relief, and
I began to lose heart. I wished I was
dead and out of the agony. I told my
husband so. .

“I tried remedies of many other kinds.
They did no good at all, At last, I turn-
ed to Kruschen. In two weeks I was
right on the road to recovery. Mo-day I
am a different woman. My neighbours
have pitied me, hut now I shall surprise
them, for 1 am going out with my husband.
for my first walk for eight weeks ' '—
(Mrs.) R.

The pains of rheumatism are caused by
needle-pointed uric acid crystals settling
in the joints, nerves and sinews. Kru-
schen Salts contains ingredients which dis-
solve thesc erystals, and other ingredients
which help the kidneys to expel the dis-
solved crystals from the system. And, if
you persevere with Kruschen, it will keep
your inside so clean and regular that uric
acid crystals cannot form again.

Kruschen Salts is taken by the people
f 119 countries. In none of thoge ¢goun-
tries is there anything quite lke Kru-
schen—mnothing that can give the same
results.

Kruschen Salts is obtainable at al}
Chemists and Stores at 2/8 per bottle.

SOLD BY ALL CHEMISTS
To Lactyl Pty.
Dept. Box : 210 Christchurch,

i Please send me FREE leaflet, I

NAME
I ADDRESS

R.R.LL.




