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N Sunday week I tuned in
B to the Wellington Commer-
& cial station and picked up
*" a Mr. Marshall—I do not
know the initials — wanderidg
through “Myself When Young”
from the “Persian Garden’” cycle,
by Liza Lehmann. The singer had
“fine depth, but the general presen-
tation of the song lacked a trifle of
refinement—which hurt, because I
like the song—it is one of my fav-
ourite bass solos of the popular
variety. '

Mr, Marshall started well, but I defin-
itely did not like the break between
the second and third bars after the
soloist enters. Yet, apparently, fthe
singer and I disagree because the
same break occurred later when the
phrase was repeated.

Yet another grouch—the pianist rush-

ed through the final bars and added -

unnecessary flourishes. It is a charac-
teristic of concert accompanists to rush
final bars—why? I always have the
uneasy feeling that the pianist does it
as a4 “Thank goodness that is over”

gesture,
£ & Ed

0.\‘ somewhat the same subject the

{hristehurch Commercial, 3ZB, of-
fended on Wednegday evening by sud-
denly cutting in on the final bars of a
recording, striking a gong and announc-
ing the time. Yet it would not have
taken more than five seconds to finish
the disc, a most enjoyable item. It is the
artention given such details as this that
x0 often makes or mars a programime.
Please, Commereials!
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AT 830 pm. on Wednesday,

™ March 23, I lisiened to 1YA.
The artist was Madame Anneife
(hapman—a, mezze-soprang, who
has apparently had some solid voice
training. Sandwiched in between
Beethoven and Baeh were {wo
Hugo Wolf songs. The singer’s
quaiity in the lower nofes and
middle register was goed, but the
top notes did not ¢ome through
well.  Still, reception was not ali
that could be desired, and perhaps
1 should give the singer the benefit
of the doubf. For all that, it
sonnded to me as if Madame Chap-
~man was inelined at times to force,
Disastrons aver the air. Dietion,
{oo, Is Important in serious radio
work. In this ease it was fair.
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HIS gsame eveuing | beard Rex Har-
rizon, bass-baritone, from 3YA,

Mr. ¥iarrison, why did you sing your

songy In Fnglish?  Schubert  should

always be sung in German unless you

intenig “singing down” to an audience,
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There is no art wwithout life,

- WEFK

There is no life without growth,

There 48 no growth without change,
There is no change without contro-
versy—Frank Rufter,

Mr, Harrison's voice, in quality, is too
good for that, 1In all translations the
characteristic vowel must suffer, Schu-
Lert surely would know best!

In the “Serenade” the artist seemed

a little unsteady at timoes—the vowels -

did not flow well and it was the notes
that suffered most. o

My, Harrison hasg a voice of really
good quality. Sometime X would like
to hear him in a group of ballads.
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THE “Orpheus” sextette was sung

by a wonen’s chow at 2Y A during
the week, but, alas, the balance was
1ot good and the sopranos over-
powered the contraltos—or should I
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REX HARRISON.
Why did you sing in English?
B NP

say contralto? — throughout, Fur-
ther, the programme appeared wn-
rehearsed and the tempo dragged.
There was, furthermore, no point
in ausing a piano  accompaniiment
when the piano part merely doubles
the wocal notes. Perhaps the pian-
ist was trying to keep the combina-
fion in tuiie. Tf the micraphone is
to secrve them as an  expressive
medinn, women's wvoices MUST
blend well,
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PYHILST  on the subject of voeal

music, - I must mention b
general tendenty on  the part
of  New Zealand singers  to  dis-

“SCHERZO"

-efforts so necessary for success.

guise the real meaning behind a soug
by taking too many liberties with the
score. There is not that :us.mrs_zl
aubandonment, to the song behind their
Judg=
ing by much thaf I listened to last
weels, all high notes are apparently in-
troduced by the composer for the ex-
press purpose of showing off the
technical ability of the performer!

For goodness sake, singers, get 1id
of this ridiculous idea, Songs will for-
ever sound  meaningless while
“techinique” overrides the simplieity
of melody. Really good teachers would
not stand for such treatment, ¥For in-
deed the student is not always teo
blame. Sincerity in the performance of
musie is utterly essential. Vocalists
should always be guarded against the
superfical and extravaganft,
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ORTHY mausic is an outflow of -

emotion—“the artistic use of the
phenomena of sound.” If the emotional
constituencies of some of the New Zea-
Jand artists I have heard in the short
{ime 1 have been in this country are
consistent with some of the interpre-
tative exhibitiong they have given, then
they fail.

The true snusician enjoys  his
music and does not make it sound
too much like a hard day's aork.
Am T correct in assuming that
the lack of real wmusicianship is o
nationul characteristic? I do not
think so.
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HE JMax Scherek Tric played the
Frank Bridge Fantasie very
creditably last week at 4YA. 1 would
like to hear this artist present a group
of solos. Hig style ig good and bhe has
what I like—character,
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OR thoge who see this page in time,
I commend a short programme of
folk songs, scheduled te be presented
from the Australian station, 2BL, on
Thursday, March 31, at 8.15 pam., Aus-
tralian time. Clement @ Williamg is
the singer, Tolk gongs are always good
entertainment, especially when they
are performed by & musicign,
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ON Sunday afternoon I wag delighted
. to see that 8YA was to present
William Walton’s symphony, This bril-
liant young Lancashire composer—he is
36 on March 29—has salready made a
name for himself in England and on
the Continent, His “Facade” Suite is
one of the finest examples of musical
humour I know. )
The symphony was first presented
from the BBC three years ago. Sir
Hamilton Harty conducted the perfor-
manee and claims the work to be the
finest he had ever presented for the first
time. Fnglish people should He proud
of the achievements of this young man,
With Vaughan Williams, Arthur Bliss,
and men like Walton; British music is

- making itself felt in the world to-day.
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