 signals.
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DAME NELLIE MELBA faces the microphone to
broadcast the first British programme in 1920.

66 % T is impossible,” writes Garry Allighan in his
biography of Sir John Reith, “to place a finger
on the leaves of the book of Time and say : ‘Here
began radio.” Radio existed from the day that

the life-giving sun first threw its rays over a dead

earth,”
Mr. Allighan's education in Zl.bti'(_)ﬂ()lllv may differ
from - the orthodox, but
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Zealand until after the war--was far beyond its in-
fancy in 19097 .
Years before, the invention of the thermionic
valve had made possible a series of experiments which
culminated in 1909 when Lee de Forrest obtained pes-
mission from the directors of the Metropolitan Opera
Company, New York, to rig a microphone backstage.

The management, looking down its nose at this
new-fangled scientific experitnent, put a musty attic at
the inventor’s disposal and tolerated him to build a
cumbersome miecrophone on a trolly on the stage. The
opera was ‘“Cavalleria Rusticana,” and before the curtain
rose the tenor sang “Siciliana.” The microphone was then
hastily trundled out of sight by the scene-shifters.

The tenor who fock part in that historic broadeass
—the first radie entertainment of all time-—was Enrice
Caruso.

The intervention of war, the preoccupation of the
official world with radio’s material uses, delayed the evolu-
tion of broadeast entertainment, but hastened the develop-
ment of technigue. In 1912, 1918 and 1914 the Wireless
Club, later to develop into the Radio
Bl’lldln, held spoudl«; to]ephony broadcasts, and de Forrest,

on the other side of the

his statement of philoso-

Atlantie, regulurly broad-

phy at least draws atten-
tion. to the fact that radio
is not nmuan's invention. Mun

[ CARUSO AT THE “MIKE”

cast Columbia records. But
it wasg not uwntil two years
after the end of the war

huas merely learned gradu-
- ally how to harness the
forcey of natuve.
The reader
aceeunts of the fivst broadeust, all dissimilar,
- was that several men discovered sectiong of the radio truth
and that the co-vrdination of .their ideas resulted in the
- tamous . Marconi e\pemment i, tragsmitting

has probably heard or read half u donen

The story of how Marconi rigged his home-made ap-
paratus on the roof of the family home at Pontecelio and
how, wifh “his mother- as svitpess, le rang an electric -bell
with power transmitted through the ethey, iz known to
©neurly everyoue,
‘periment radio broadeasting wag born., Others hold that
the. first real broadeast was made years later wheh far
the first time lhe - transmitted the - Morse letter S to his
farmer-assistant, Mignani, Some even hLold that the frst
Iroadeasts were made in the technical sense by Hertz.

But, -since ‘the story of radic has . been the story of
how man learned to apply existing natural fovces, there are
other milestones in the hlstmy of it no less u-npmtant

FOR instance, witg - now remembers that radio telephony

’ v—sumuthmw \xe haa lmrdlv ever heald about it New

The fact
‘telephone, . . .

“wireless” o { ‘
: 'loxved songs in English, French, and Italian—all of them

Some contend that in this strange ex-

that another great artist
fauced the microphone.
London “Daily ’\1.111” wrote of  that memorahle occasions

“At the invitation of the ‘l)suly Mail, Danie Nellie Mplbzx‘{

P

Society of Great |

The .

the famous prima donua, sing to the wotld on the wirelesy.

She told ‘me it was the most wonderful
moment of her career. The prima domna began with a
tong irill, ‘my. hallo to ‘the world,” she.called it.: Then fol-

swelling out into space through the mysterious electrie force

wlhich made the unigue experiment heard W1th1n a thouszmd— ’

‘mile radius ot Chelmsford.”

' AND, i recaihng that radio mﬂestone, let it be recorded

that Marconi, the man responsible for the transmission,

was. reprimanded by the British Post Office for the “frivols
-ous employment of wireless equipment,” and was. “walnecl

to cease activities calculated to hamper legitimate wu'eless
service!”

UTILITARIAN radio hab had its dramatic moments, too.

Who now recalls the first wireless: rescue—'way back

in Queen Viétoria’s day? In March, 1808, the steamer

C A, B Matthews” collided with the. L‘ast Goodwin- light-
: Ship, and was g0 scvercly damagea

(Cont en page 30.) -



