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Mouldmg Thoughts And Hablts of All Natlons

Soviet Russia—But

W hatIn New Zealand?

T has ‘been said more than once that the greatest

| invention of recent times is the cinema, since more

" than'any other influence has it moulded and directed

the thoughts, habits, and outlook of the masses of

the peoples of all nations. Oune would hesitate, per-

haps, to-support so sweeping a statement; but.all niust

concede ‘the tremendous influence exercised to-day by
the wmoving picture, éspecially the sound film.

In a beoad sense, the cinema exerts an educational
inflience c¢n people of all ages—children, adolescents,
‘and adults. In' this sense it intevests and informs,
- ereates new. thoughts for the mind, does this more
rapidly than any other media, gives greater detml
'anﬁ mduceb retention,

\lotum pictm(u bebides being universal educators, may
well become fiuctors in mteul.xtmlml understanding, trans-
cending nafional barriers and languiuge difficulties, and giv-
ing 1nior1n.1tmu concerning the lives, traits and charg acter,
and the. policies. of the people of. one country {o another.
World peace must be Dbased on. world . acquaintance. War
must. be depicted ag something . hideous rather than some-
thing gredt und important, Sinee upon motion pictures far
more than upou diplomatists do the- peoples of the world
now depend for their information concerning the lives and
mentility of peoples of other wuntrles the cinema has
eome to, have- incalculable -inter-racial implications and
responsibilities, L i S

In this country we have so:far had little experience
of the cinema as a factor for the promotion of social hygiene
and health;: but one may easily visualise the new oppor-
tunities: it may open up in the fields of medicine, pubtic
HQealth, and physical’ trainig. To-doy, in some American
fowns, local health officers use films to instruct the public
in sanitation and te supplement health talks and lectures,
Medical schools are beginning to use films to instruet stu-
dentg in methods .of pelformmv operations, while the bio-
Iogy of human reproduction is e\pl.unod to adolesceuts m
suitable films,

For many years now the com-
mercigl. or industrial film hay
been exploited in all countries
with real ‘success s an adver-
tising medium: but little, if any- -

CINEMA—

Tremendous Force In

WHAT NEXT

—H, Do An  Iloto. .
W. A. ARMOUR, headmaster of Wellmgton
College, whose contribution to the H“What
Next?”" series of articles concerns the cinema, its :
place in modern life and the position it- rnay R
’ occupy in the future.

scientific instruction in the many processes connected
with farming.-

Short winter courses or schools for fa.uners have
proved of some benefit; but what is required is a pro-
periy organised scheme of farming instruction embody-

" mg all bnncheq mcluding bee and poultry-keeping, 1

which the aid of the ilm will be fr eely called upon, -Of
course, the films have first to be made; but we have in
New Zealand the equipment and the etpert Lnow]edf'c )
available to proceed with this great work, .

It is difficult to fo('etell .
what use may be made in . -
the future of the cinema for .
the purpose. ef national pro--

thing, hay yet been done in New | 7\\\\ paganda. We are aware eof .
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