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Personal Ambitions at Broadcasimg House Lead to False Impressaon—-
Szr Jolm Reith Would Not Make a Good Hztler——B‘BC Ckarter

Renewal Discussion m Parliament.

(B,; qu Mail fmm Our Own’
Correspondent.)

Lenden, "Angust 10.
[N the past - Broadcasting . House

‘has, undoubtedly, been a hot\

hed of intrigue, not of a serious
' }m] acter, but of the kind- p1oduced
-g\m pe1sona1 ambitions. Inevitably

% certain amount of unhappiness
And: unrest exists.  Ail the.talk abont
interference: with the private liveg of
the staff arises from this source,  The
only examples of dismissals from the
“B.B.C. which could Dbe cited as coming
“interferenec
ivith private lives”

n divorce suits. S8ir John Reith's
© Puritanical tendencies are, of conrse,
» el known.

BUT in the House of Commons
Mr.. George Lansbury,” the
veteran Labour Leader, said that
Sir dolm would make a good
Hitley. Mr. Lansbury was falling
info 'a familiar error. Actually,
Sir .John deputes so much work
‘and respensibility to Lis lieuten-
ants, that T doubt whetlher he is
the typical . dictator. But  his
somewhat terrifying .
" (the towermg black shadow, -he
‘has been called)—-and his habit of
making himself 1111a1}1)1'0a4,11aljie,'
serve io perpefuate a‘ legend. -
“When. semebody s 'dcumg “enough -
to write the bicgraphy of Sn' Jolm .
Relth, he may- be smmned Hp as
1ﬂzs shy man with - ¢ervmanding
m'esence, who.  was / pxtchforked- :
mfso enuneme by clmune. g

I\CD I wrote l‘ust i these colulvuus,_;‘
the Gmemmenc hfw 1e\ealed dts

'mtentwns “regarding . reneiva} of -the
'B:B.C. Chal'{'er Hcm_' does the Empires
service fare? Bm ond a-general - in-

o struttlou to the . BB ol to get’ on with
_ the. job and’ dLTGlO]) the ‘service, ‘the
m‘pue service hag attractéd surpris--
ngly little atiention; either in the Gov-

. efu’ment’s proposals or in the QEbate in
Parliament ~ swhick  followed
Most surprising feature of all, the
Govemment ignored | the-
. commltteeq :

‘ Sh01twave broadeasts, I’
that the reason is that in the present

cntlcal state of World affairs the Gov.

© ernmient ‘was unwilling to take any ac
* tion which ‘might dggravate the inter-

- natioual sitnation.  Consequently, the .

Presence—

-nection® ‘with . the
- Never before have radio arrangements.:

them.

8 lis\\ ater.
1ecommenddtlou thal :
. foreign lauguages should. be used in the
understang -

BBC s phns to start with Spamsh
transmissions was dropped. Perhaps,
in view of subsequent events in Spain,

this was just as well; or serious mis-
understandings might have arisen. The.
B.B.C. transmissions would, like those-

from Berlin and Rome in Spanish, have
been intended for South America,

Only English.

DL‘BING' the House of ,Commons de-
bate, Captain Sir Ian Fraser, the :
blind M.P., who is tipped ss 2 possible,
‘ new governor of the B.B.C., praised.
the corporation for using. only English -
in. its transmissions on the shortwaves, .
I, as mpected he-is made a 'rovemor,’ N
it is evident that his weight *mll be -
thrown in the scales to keep the Bm- -

pire- pwgmmmes for the Dmpue -And,
disregarding for the moment alou-

ments concerned: with national defence,”

it certainly seems that what may be
tI_‘zé gain of German, Duteh, Spanish
and Ttalian-speaking listeners would be
the loss of ‘the English-speakin

gress with- the three new transmitteln
at Daventry:
doubt swhether they will be ready in

time. for the coronation, but the B.B.C. -
will .make. a big -effort to avoid this:

dlnappomtment

Olympic Games

(JERMA\Y made the bwoest effort in -

“the.history of broadeasting in con-
Olympic ~ Games,

been made with such geope on such a

scale: ‘Be'fore the Games it was ealcu-

}’Replaee Wlth e

lated: that during the 16 - days the
broadeasters. of 87 nations would give
more “than 3000 reports from 23 ‘dif-
ferent spmts arenas. About 70 foreign
commentatms, enginéers . and Orgaﬁis—
ers went to Berlin. ‘Some of the events
were to be televised, but I. nas:sm'-

prised to notice-that the smtem used -

only 180 lmes a picture ang 1)1'esum-
ably 23 mcunes a second.
tish television starts it shounld be de-
finitely -superior to German. Ou the
face of it, the Gelmans seem to have

made 110 progress with televlslon smce .
: their last Radw thlbltlon S :

Stigma Removed
PI‘(‘D\ TLY the B.B: C. ;muoun(_ed
the 1m1)01tant ('h’lllaeb in itg pro-

grumme schedules which - take - effect
in, the. autumn  under arrangements

" that the .

ening -

g popu- -
+lation’ of the British Commonwealth,
I hear disappointing news..of the pro-

. There is even some.

When Bri- [0 - L0 el
' [Built Like a Fine Wiated <

_Uomplete Range -of  the

- V.lees £rqu: P

made bv Mi

to remove ‘once and for all the stzgma
Empire programmes - gre’
second-fate and inferior to those of’ the

home stations, Proposals for stzength- .
daytime Dbroadecasting inelude: -

provision of six variety featuves--a.
week drawn from the Empire 'Depa1t’~

ment, the Hegions and London, 'So -

‘Empire Taudewlle prorrmmmes will be.

as . good as,’ or better than; those’ fmnv;w
“In the past the practice has .-

Londou
been for the Ewmpire to borrow wher
it could from the I—Iome services; .in
tutme the converse process will oper
ate as w ell

(Contmued on pave 49.) -

, the eonductor
dldn’t step ona cat ;

e il’s your

Your radio is perfect only if your
tubes are perfect. Have all tubes
-+ tested twice eachyear, YourKen.
y _,Rad Dealer wﬂl ten: them FREE!
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Jervois Quay‘\ Wellington,:

Cecll Graves ‘the pro- j
"I{lmme coutzoller after a year's e\-
perience of ‘office, The proposals seém .

TUBES! .

L)



