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Defending Films

(Gontiuuéd from Page 5.}

‘There is an open chegne waiting
Sfor the gepins who can attach himself
fo any flm-producing orgunisation as
Lord High Crystal Gazer or Somesuch
and forecast what pieture patrons—
men, wonen or child-minds—want,

The trouble with the carping critics
fs this: They overlook the fact that

the function of the ciuems is to emer-.

tain and to tell the truth about life,
Onily while it does both will it con-
" tinue to atiraet. When it stops, it will
die the death it deserves,

That pillar eof Jjournalism, “The
Manchester Guardlan,” struck the nail
on the head recently, when it bhad oc-
aasjon to rebuke Lord Tyrrell, the Bri-
tish film censor, who didy’t like the
idea of “politics ereeping into films.”
“The three most impotrtant and absorb-
ing subjects of discussion on earth are
probably religion, politics and the re-
lations between men and women,” said
the “Guardian.” *“If anyone has some-
thing genuinely new to say about them
he. has reasonable tiberty to speak in
the palpit or Hyde Park; he may pub-
lish books; he may even, thanks to
thie Shaw-Ibsen assanit on the Yord
Chamberlain, wrife and produce mod-
erately ecandid plays. What he may
aot 4o, as  he generally hag semse
mough to know, is te get any film pro-
fucer to look at him and his ideas,
Uuriously enmough, another speaker at
the conference was lamenting that mil-
Hons apparently never eutered the cin-
yma, As remedies one might soggest,
Brst, the production of befter films,
nd, secondly,; the abandenment of the
ldea apparently-held by Lord- Tyrrell,
Ehat the British -people are a pack of
children who caunot endure hearing or
seeing anything disagreeable without
breaking into open riot.”

Richard Crooks’ Life

{Continued from page 8.3

Then, with 1300 dollars, he ang Mil-
dred shipped-third class to Paris. where
they lived in cheap lodgings while he
stodied. When Paris had tanght him
what i} knew, Crooks went to Munich.
Before he left Burope he was 2 maxter
tenor; and he was singing incessantly,

with or without contracts. Taxi driv+

ers and waiters heard his voice for
nothing ar night in restaurants. For
six years he was an idol on the Con-
tinent,

When he had Anished with Earope,
ke set about - conquering the United

States, in concert, not in opera. Crooks

conld have hag second or third: place
in the Metropolitan, but he was seeking

tops., ' And-before his debut. there in-
1088, when he treceived- 87 -cartain cally

as Des Grievx in “Manon,” and stop-
peq the performance for 50 minutes, he
_was known to the whole pation as the
greatest’ tenoz.
He never stintg his marvellous volee.
- With or without an audience he still
sings for the joy of sorig. He has made
it a rule’ never to accept payment if
his conecert is not a suecess. Not long
ago hiz volce failed from largneitis
at # concert in New Jersey. “Pm
gorry.” he sald, near the elose of the
. programme.  “T cannot go on. [ shall
give another concért next week in-
si2ad”  And he gave it, refmsing 2
cent for his services.
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Safety and Savings

Assured by Railways i

People of New Zealand, your rail-
ways are always an efficient, faithful
service for your safety and savings.
They give you good transport at the
lowest possible cost.

The more you travel by rail and send .

goods by rail, the more you save and the "

more you help to reduce taxation. The

I railways are really a national assurance
- against worry, :

HELP YOURSELVES BY RAIL
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VER since radio first shot like a comet into
the world of music and entertainment
Phlips laboraiones have been alve wil
ﬁchlevemems . mventing . . developing
e T!Eaprovmg .. KEEPING RADIO UP-TO.

Bmazing valves. . . screen grid . . . penthode.
.. ocede ... andnow the Metal Clad Senos
‘which are the ulimate in racia development,
cﬂenng types for every purpose
C.,AC./D.C. orBattery ... no ‘after what
iym of set you buy insist on Philips Mefa!
Valves.

METALCLAQ ALS
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