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Is the Doctrihe of Incarnation Losi‘ng'

Ch‘r_i‘sti_anity Is
Not

t

"A Curiosity |

HE religious faculty is a part of hwman nature.
Mau, it is often said, is a praying animal. Bar-
barous or civilised, all people believe in an unseen
world and in unseen beings, and it would .seem
that the idea of sacrifice and marriage belong to the whole
human race and are furniture for the human mind every-
where. All this is called natural religion. If anyone thinks
that this natural religion will ever be eliminated from
human nature, he speculates so daringly that he. '

may be called fatuous. - We believe the future of

natural religion is as secure as that of human

nature. C o
But revealed religion, Christianity ¢ . What

of that? Now, St. John tatight and Christians -
believe that Judaism, Bhuddism and the others have _

all some of “the Light that lighteth every man that
cometh into-the world,” but that Christianity alone in
the complete sense is revealed religion. Our.guestion,
then, is what in face of the many changes in the
-modern world is likely to Dbe the future. of
Christianity? )
One evening at an Oxford College function, Wal-

ter’ Pater took into dinmer a young girl who was

afterward Mrs, Humphrey Ward. Wishing to in-
gratiate herself with- the famous don she said, L
supposc, Mr, Pater, that in three or four generations
no intellectual people will call themselves Christians.”
Turning to her, he said gravely, “Well, you see, there

eavy laden, and I will give you rest’
wexplained, you know.

" gire those words, ‘Come until Me, all that are weary and
They have to De

) ed, lways will have to be ex- »
plained.” "~Was He who said those words a monomaniac
: ; The effect He has had upon
the world, an effect which grows with the centuries,. is

They
or God manifest in the flesh?

all against the theory of mono-
manja. There is egoism in

inking from
onviction to

CANON CHARLES PERRY, of.Christchurch
contribution to the “What Next?” series of -articles:
“To me unbelief. has.never. had.
-+ chance,” says CanonPerry.

printed on this page. .

to this.

Him, a constant nse of the
first personmal pronoun, g “self .
assertion far removed from
saintliness. If He is only a-
man, He is not a good one.
. Christians accept the other
alternative, o :

The future of Christianity,
in' short, depends on ‘the for-
funes of the%h doctrine of the
Incarnation, .that Jesus is God 4 .
visiting and - redeeming His ‘The threat
world.  And when I see the "=
amagzing . victories of Christi-
apity, in spite of opriosition. of |
all sorts, in India and China
ang Africa’ to-day as well as
its tremendous. - influence all
over Turope  and Ameriea, I
cannot think this doectrine of
the Incarnation is -loging .its -
hold: on the world.

_Next?”

~ Threat to
of. the Empire

Existence

““ What Next P Series

‘to the existence of the
Empire” is the text of next week’s
specially written article in the “What
series.

MARSHAL SIR ROBERT CLARK
- HALL, whose knowledge of defence as
- it -applies to the British Empire. makes

this-article particularly vital.

The writer is AIR-
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Its Hold?

—Steffano- Webb,!

e

It does not seem to me that the war and the’:
ceonomic * depression have made much difference °
It is possible fo cxaggerate the effect: of:

external cireumstanees ju the lives of -souls. -

Lord Mosley had opinions on the future ox; Christianity,
-Tt is discouraging to notice the bitterness in the words

of so noble o man. “We will
not attack you,”: he says o
Christians, “we. will explain .
you. History will place .you
and your ‘dogma’ in- its! cldss
above or below a hundred:cem-
peting dogmas exactly: ag the
naturalist clasgsifies-higispecies. ;
From being a conviction, itiwili’
sink to'a curiosity,  fromsbeing
a guide to.millions. of< human
Jife, it will*dwindle -to a.chap--
ter in @ Dbook.”" ‘That’ is just

*. the sort of-sentiment+that-the

early Christians.had o

to as may be seen in-th

troversy between : O're:g_érv gan‘d'v
Celsus, just the sort*'of oppo-

- sition that is to be.found in’
- the large amount of .uhbeliéf.

which  flourished - underground -
in the so-called Ages of Faith.'
John Mosley merely -repeats’
the . (Continued on next.vage.), .




