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ing by the motive of private profit so
that society can funciion more readily
if it destroys human life with high
explosive at a rate per cent, than if
can function if it conserves human life
at what we call a financlal loss. The
warrior principle that keeps us alive
has been harnessed to a system that
can win o richer finaneial profit,out of
suicide, The owngrs of the most

destructive machines are given a vested -

interest in destruction only.

I should like to believe that there
wonld be no more war of the suicide
typé -so that the warfior man could be
liberated -for his -greater. - conflicts.
Alas, the bhuman family rarely heeds
ttie idealist unti! wounded and bereft,
and even then the chance for idealism
iz fleeting, for when the wounds heal
we think mors of revenge than of
eradicating eauses. Suchk a chaneo
occurred at Versailles in 1919, but
“peace” became a means of eontinuing
the way; not a way of buman salva-

Y1,

1 would like to beheve that
war was not a likelihood,
Aectually, durmg the last
{welveé mouths 1 have been
driven to the conclusion that
we are face {o face with o
bloody horror of feariub
dimensions; and, strangely
enough, the uex! war pro.
mises to have ecenomic sig-
nificances searcely nessessed
by past wars which were
for the materials and frade
of territories.
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The horizonfal war threatens fo be-
come perpendicular ag well, The Fas-
cist nations tend to be arrsigned
against the Democratie, a monster con-
fiict wherein peoples may Aght the
peoples of other nations 'not to possess
external advantages, but-for the.very

right -to organise their own economic

life,

As 1 write, nations ave: being' com-
pelled: to take sides in the war of econ
omie forces which. is rending Spain.

Those who, believe the world had bet- ..
“ter return  to’ Fascist Medievalism-—

Germany and Italy-—and those who
recognise the right of the human to
give a human motive instead of a fin-

auncial profit motive to machine society
-~Russia, France, Brifain—are being
foreed out of neutrality, We see
horizontal and perpendicular conflict—
a war of class and mags, embroiling
nations,

Man has been a warrvior to Hve. Now
universally he arme to suicide. . Out
of the air.on to towns, on factories,
schools, Tailway statlons, watsy con-
dults, drainage systems, bridges, roads,
hospitals, we ‘make rea,dy ‘to shower
high explosive.-

v Snciety is confronted with dis-

’ Iocation and’pestilence. And there
‘is "HO escape, except a_common
agreement fo disarm. Whe, in 3
France or a Britain, confronted by -
. 8 .Fascist Hitler, wonld advocate
disarmament?—swho, except, &
Christ? . The human family leaves
to its gods and its saints the privie
leg?, of travelling the erucifizion
road, .

. Nor is there any defence. Nations

+ build three ‘planes to carry bombs for
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every fighting machjue fo vesist such
planes. There is no defence, except, in
a "common agreemeunt to police or fo
disarm., War, when started, will be
a bloody suicide in which society runs
the risk of perishing. When humanity
was of ‘the. peasant, all could fend and
live, While society is of the machine
and the specmhst, of massg production,
the destruction- of, machine civilisation
by air bombs will eondemn millious to
famine and death. -

The only defence is counter-intimida-
‘fion, a piling up of the means to inflict
a stmilar destruetion, A dreadful
prospect. Yet shory of dgreementto
internationally police ov disarm how
can we help engaging in counter-
intimidation? The average man
would not like to sharve the fate of
Abyssinia withont 2 show of resistance.
©ur civilisation is componnded of aver-
age men and not of saints. Only gods
endure Calvary, with tears of sorrow
for the perpetrating rather than of
rage and vesistance in their eyes.

I fear me the world is getting ready
for a dreadful suleide. The ethal
weapons we fashion we always use.
Humanity has not yet understood that
its war machine may disintegrate civil-
isation that mechanical cosmos might
explode and leave primeval chaos.

I would that I conld feel that ii
wonld learn the lesson without the suf-
fering, but I fear me that explosive
will sear and burn and destroy before
mankind@ recoils into mechanical
sanity, And then we shall liberate

Man the Warrior from Man the Sui-
«ide, and the conflicts and the contests
though no less palnful will be fought
gnd won ai the cost of spiritual suvf.
fering rather than oun the plane of blood

brutishness.
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