. Friday, August’ 7, 1936.

THIS WEEK’S SIGNED ARTICLE

NZ. RADIO RBCOR]S - | o8

Lzlce Loeal Dmlects, _Demde
Al merwan Spe@ch « .. By Keith Gunn

UCH unconsxdered nonsense is peremaﬂy spoken and
" written in criticism of American English. Most of

it is obviously uttered by people who have not
thought beyond a few recordings or talking ‘films. . Their
most usval complaint is that American nasahty grates on the
ears’ and that its idiom is unfitted for the impressionable
New Zealand youngster. It is apparently a case of the ex-
ception being mistaken for the rule. )

Some years ago for a period of
four days I had practically no other
tompany than that of more than
two hundred Americans, and only
one voice of all those I listened tc
wag unpleasant. That’s an aver-
age which could scarcely be bet-
téred by a similar group of New
Zealanders. Apart from meet-
ing them en masse, | have en-
countered citizens of the United
States regularly for years; yet of
these, the people whose voices and
quality of expression were below
the standard of similarly educated
New = Zealanders were rare. In-
deed,  there - were some who,
though lacking in educational *“fin-
ish” were easy to listen to by virtue of their softness of voice,
colour of mﬂean, and originality of expression, features
usually. lacking in New Zealanders of equal education.

If critics of American " Enghsh were more discerning
there would be less of their criticism.
they talk or write ahout * those frightful American records”

“that awful American voice of Cal Callin in that film
last night.” But what ahout those others in the cast of the
film, and the scores of Americans heard on recordings
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whose . “Americanisation’” of the Engllsh lapguage amounts.
to nothing worse than a yoll which gives their vowels a dif- -
ferent value from those of a B.B.C, announcer?. (And the or-
in such words as -
cows and pies would be just as mich at fault if there were
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dinary colonial, with his “eow’s

and “oi's

such.a thing as standard
: 'Engllsh.
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GIRLS who d.isappear.——()n

. sale here,” -sald an
puckland  women's ‘paper
Mlletin last week, - -

TIOKE’TS for the. Rcmfurlc
~Bhield match in Dunedin

Lancashire,
Scottish, Cockney and so
on doing their entertaining,
Yet some would have us
revere the hundreds of
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Handlebar Moustache

HANDLEBAR MOUSTACHE.,.is how an
- dmerican. writer deseribes an odoru-
ment which an Bnglishmen might
ealied “@ moustache whose appearance re-
minds one of the horns
Need any more be seid for the pic-
turesqueness of the United States English?
The article on this page does not defend ob-
Fectionable Amemccmmms, but on the. other
hand, it offers no compromise,
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Nine times.out of ten.

Most of the obJectxonable :
Amerxcamsatron of. English .
"is to gain the ends of charac. .
_terisation in record or film.
"You strike the same thing in
every day’s breadcasts with .
Yorkshire, -

- Americans,

- hear- ari American. accer

should it be condemned when we tolerate the co]loqmahsms
of our own dialects? If English purism is the aim of eritics
of American speech, why do not the same people object to
post-war . -immigration whmh brought dialects from - every.
part of Great Britain to “corrupt™ the language of the grow:
ing'New Zealander?

As long as its use is conﬁncd to suxtabie subject-mat-.
ter,  am all for a brighter English—~more colourful with apt.
simile, more human than academic,
more striking than slangy. In-
deed, it is surprising to find such
good speech coming from a .con-
tinent which after all contains mil-
lions of inhabitants whose pro-
genitors were anyihing but English.:.

A charge recently laid by an
‘English writer that American com- |
mentanes were among - other
things, “crude’” and a cnntmuﬂ'.
ous string of . excited . comment”
drew this reply from another l:.ng~ .
lishman: “Continuous! You writs .
as though continuity were not one .
of the fundamenta} ‘necessities' of
a commentary © And ‘excited'!’
Well, it's a poor game if it doesn't”
rouse you to excitement. And they are ‘facetious’! . Utter- "
ly deplorable that a spark of wit should brighten and ‘make
more palatable the long, string of facts. It would not be-.
come our Brmsh attitude toward sport.’’ And then ‘the .
‘slangy vein’ and the wisecracks. These condense | Jong
sentences into- cpxgrammatxc stlmulatmg and picturesque
phrases,” .

That about sums up the subject of comparative ‘com-. .
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of ¢ Highland
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) mentaues, aurl the appreciation of the Americans in this

is reflected in the fan-mail which poured into 2YA, Welling- -
ton, after a visiting. American’ wxestler descnbed three g
rounds of a match some .im« ago. .
) And why should not Americans pro&uce Shakespeare? .
Have they not as much nght to apprecxate the bd!’d as thev;

English? Their interest in ) . L

Shakespeare seems to bhe
deeper than New Zealand's,

'HE attraction  of mak!ngff.
one’s own' Tecelving set is"

to judge by the reception
-of a recent film; a film

‘returning ‘in Dunedin, wheve |
* kit sets are selling- f‘reely.

made *  essentially  for
perhaps, and

QIR STANDISH O'GRADY

ROCHY, a member of the -

the rest of the’ woild could
could- take it or leave it.:
Mayhe it sounds funny-—to
some  ohjectionable=~to

interpreting Shakespeare.

Za.st week: were beinyg sold
: pm'/va,telu at up to £3 gach.

& NEW game has been in- -
4% vented by two Awckland
travellers, Using nimbers

of “alternate cars they pass,
:ongmate .oy

they bet, ag with poker hands.
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Amermaus, whather they
appropﬂate.

-~ have a ba,ppy knack’ of

“ S it stlll the Broadeastmv
Board? = No, I seem to
be - wrong—I mean the Na-
tional - Broadeasting Service.”
—Mr... John “Amadio at a
Ghustchurch funct!on

J’. PARTING-’I‘ON, owner of
"% the.old: Grafton wind-
mill, Auckland’s lasi Tink with
the ‘forties, the site of which
is required for a uwew fire -
station,. says he would rofuse -
a million ponnds for the mill.
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.aptly

expressing. them-
selves in brief-and pictures-
gite words. - Although a
Iot of this racy idiom is used
in ordinary speech and in

some iypes of publication,
" and a proportion of it gets
. into

- films

and = grama-
phone reqardings,

- Contmental coperal

- wl}y ) 'f:nnched

. But what of French and
provincial and Jocal dia- ° .
lects of England while we German and ltalian trans-

‘dende the Amencan ver-

lations of it?  Are they,

too,; funny’ or ehjéction-

able?:
English

No more so than
translatxons of_

‘Let: “us ' axclude-
gangster, - the -Bowery, and
the  negroid ¢ vocabularies
from everyday ‘English, by
all means. But there is'a
wealth of desirable phraseo-
logy in Amenca - with
which  ‘the. ... “original”
English would be greatly

.
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. Next week’s: amcle. on Amencan newspapets and’ fadio; "
has been written by Mr. Mason ‘Warner, .of the "Chlcago
Tnbune *

the fenders

" and’ motorists  who
- parking breaches in . Christ-

Goverhor-General’s: staff, left”
New Zealand: by the Monterey’ )
la°t weeL.

HE 1nc1easmg numbers ‘of
ntoxicated - motur driv-

--ets are causing Magistrate W,

R, ‘McKesn - to | threafen - of- .
 with prison: . - . i

ANY -offend but  few. are
chogen. Out of o thous-
commit

charch, 10 or 15 are arresicd ”
Solicitor in the Court. -

{UBSTS ay Warner’s Hotel,

 Christehureh, shot ont of

52 their bedrooms thé other night
-to. Mvestigate an . explosion.

A car's spare tive had glven:
the Square the air!



