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Karsaying.was deugoiting the court at
St:-Petersburg, when Berlin was scin-
tillating’ with the names of Busoni,
Kreisler, Paderewski, when Paris was

_ flacking to see and hear Mischa Elman,
Nijinsky, Isadore Duncan and Rossen-
thael,
"What a period that was! While
the ballet was creating tremendous at-
tention in St. Petersburg musical genius
was in full flower in Europe. Berlin
was a-what can I say?-a terrifically
severe place, Thirty years ago an artist
conld go nowhere. without the hallmark
of Berlin upon him, If Berlin approvedhig talent the world was his,"
. *Weren’t you responsible for. Kreis.
ler’s first concert in Berlin?"
"Yes, I was. But I take no pride
in having sat mechanically in an office.
arranging bookings, renting a hall and
such-like, My pride liés in. having
understoog his genliis, I had heard
Kreisler in Vienna and I returned te

Berlin full to overflowing with his art,
Berlin had searcely heard of Kreisler
then, but it was not long before he
was taken to the city’s heart. That
was in the nineteen-hundreds some
time-about 1907, I think,
"And then Busoni-ah, what a man!
He was the master supreme, and musi-
cal Europe worshipped him. He kept
open house in Berlin every afternoon-
literally open house, with the world’?
greatest musicians talking to and rub
bing shoulders with unknown students
from all parts of the world. On one
oceasion a beautiful girl from Qhio,
who was studying in HKurope, camethere.
"Busoni spoke to her. ‘And what
can I do for a young and loyely Ameri-
ean lady?’
"«T want some advice, master,’ she
said, ‘About my playing.’
"‘Well, go away and learn the 24
Etudes of Chopin,’ replied Busoni,
‘then come back to me,’
"«But I know them all now,’ she re-plied.
"*Then I have nothing to teach you.I do not know them all

myself.
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FRITZ KREISLER,
"My pride lies in having understood

his genius."

Tua average British farmer knowsmore about how to feed his farm
animals than the average British
mother knows how to feed herself andber children: Lord Bledisloe


