
Last Days of Franz Liszt
Fifty Years Ago a Great Composer and
Pianist Left a Grateful World

ON July 31, fifty years ago,
Franz Liszt died at Bay-

reuth, after surviving for many
-years his great friends Chopin,
Mendelssohn. and Schumann.
Broadcasting’ has familiarised a
huge new public with his music
and has given the world at large
‘some little idéa of his immense
influence upon his generation. It
is only the truth to say that Lisztleft behind him greater musicians
than he did music.
Not only must his piano pupils be
remembered-a few solitary ones still

remain with us in the persons of
Rosenthal, de Greef, and Lamond, the
Scotsman-but also the numerous band
of distinguished composers who met
with such sympathy and princely gen-
erosity at his hands. Liszt fought the
battles of Wagner, Chopin, Schumann
and Berlioz, and to him went the young
Brahms,and the young Grieg for their
earliest. encouragement;
A few months before his death Liszt
paid his last visit to England, dined
with the Prince .of Wales at Marl-
borough House, supped with Mr, Henry
Irving at The Beefsteak Club, and.
visited, Windsor to play for Queen
Victoria.
_
His;visit to the St. James’s Hall was
an "oecasion." Piccadilly became im-
passa: le, and it is tpon record thatthe yery cabmen caught by the fever
of the mob, rose from the high seats
of their handsoms, and shouted with 2
single voice: ""hree cheers for the
Hany Liszt!’ The Abbe Liszt was
the

The venerable figure at the
P yames’s Hall during the perforni-of his Cantata "St, Elizabeth,"
wag observed by a thousand eyes to be
gently falling asleep! Little wonder
-he wag a tired old man. A few
months. later saw the end.
{On May 80 he played for the ‘last
time before a small cirele of friends
at his home in Weimar, gave his .last
esson" there on June 26, and a re-
cital at Luxemburg on July 19, which
wag the last public, effort of his life,

On July 25 he was present at the "Par-sifal’ performance in Bayreuth. (The
previous day he had played the piano
for the last time.)
He sat in a box right at the back
of the opera house, partly asleep and
coughing all the time, holding a hand-
kerchief to his mouth. At the end of
the performance he moved to the front
of the box. The audience, recognising
him at once, gave him g hearty recep-
tion, which Liszt acknowledged. On
the morrow the aged composer did not
rise from bed. ‘The cold took a turn
for the worse. oO

Cosima Wagner took charge of her
father by completely isolating h'ni
from all callers." On the 31st., Cosine:
realised the seriousness of her fatler
illness, and spent the entire day by bhi.
bedside. That evening at about hat!-
past ten Liszt distinctly pronounce
the word "Tristan" and-an hour later
the great musician quietly died.

THE ABBE LISZT.
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INSTRUCTIONS The correctsolution and 825 cashhave
'Thig is a short letter from oneboy to been lodged with "N.. Truth" 1g a1another about "A BURGLARY;3y but it evidenceofgoodfaith butnptSo48 tt,
hasbeenunfortunately torn intoa numn involve that paper in the liapility ofber ofpieces: stakeholder or otherwise.
Assemble these fragments in theircorrect order and you have solved the ROLES
puzzle: There a1e n0 fragments miss
ing_ Tohelp Jou, the correct solution 1. 025will be paid to the competitorto the letter starts thus; who enters the correctOrmostnear-
Dear Jack, ly correct solution.
Therewasa burglary near our_ 2_ Errors will be calculated on tbe
Now completethe letterandwriteyour number of fragmentsplaced in theirsolution on plain paper and forward incorrect order and words misspelt:with anentry feeof1/- PostalNote or 3. In the event of ties the prize money1/1 in stamps to will be divided equally_ butno win-LETTER FRAGMENTS,No. 2, ningcompetitorshall receive less inP.o. Bor 1207R prize money than the amountofhis
CHRISTCHURCH; or herentryfee.

Bearingpostmark not later than 4.NocomnetitormaywinmorethanoneTUESDAY AUGUST 4, 1936. shareof theprizemoney.Ifyouconsiderthatalternativesolutions
arepossibleyoumay submitadditional 5. The decision of the adindicatorsentries for 64. each additional entry. mustbeaccepted2sfinal:
RESULTSWILL BB PUBLISHED IN THIS PAPER ON AUGUST 14, 1936.

RESULTS LETTER FRAGMENTS No: 1. Correct golution Of letter a5
lodgedwith N Truth" 'DearBill, -Wevisited the Rimu dredgeand LakeKanieri while on our tour_ We had a great time and we motored on our
holiday a distance 0f 600miles. ~Yours sincerely, Jack: Three competitors
succeeded in arranging the fragments in the same order 2s the above sealed
solution and the prize-money of 825 is accordingly divided equally, each
receiving 88/6/8. Thosewho dlvide are F Saville;398Gloucester st._ Christ-church MissN. Hudson,56Wilson St:_ Weilington W_ 0.Wilson,c/oMr.P
Selby, Tamahere. See our No. 2 competition -much eagier-_and the openingwordsof the letter aregiven in the instructiong_ Winnlngentries have been
checked with the, sealed solution By "N. Truth; and prize-money hig been
posted;
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