
FROM THE PROVINCES

Radio Rooms in Public Libraries
Suggestion to Make Broadcasting an Ally of Reading-Posed as Blind
"Peter" and Nearly Got Away With It-Christchurch Antici-

} pates its "Operatic Invasion" on July 29. :

DRE is, of course, little need to
stress the importance of radio as

a means of raising the standard of cul-
ture and recreationfor young people,who, for one cause or another, left
school with their education incomplete.
"The Radio Record" was told in Christ-
church. last week that radio could be
made an ally of reading. A city busi-
ness man expressed the view that the
Government, while endeavouring to in-
crease the number of homes possessing
sets, could**make public libraries a
"link-up." There were thousands of
people in New Zealand who lived in
boardinghouses, flats, who worked for
others and who could not get near a
set, he said, and suggested that the
Public Library should set aside a radio
room where listeners, as well as read-
ers, could absorb the world’s culture.Both "A" ‘and "B" stations could be
reached, he added, and it would not bestretching things too far financially if
two rooms were provided. A week or
two of experience would solve the
whole problem, for listeners would soon
make up their minds.

A &00D story is going the radiorounds in Auckland just now
concerning a man who has recent-
ly been posing as "Peter," the
blind man, so well and widely
known to listeners as the cheerful
foil to Gordon Hutter at all wrest-
ling matches in the Town Hall. It
is said that this man attended a
suburban secial gathering of an
orphans’ Club and made a speech.
They made a big fuss of him until
a member of the Auckland Box-
ing Association arrived late and
exposed him as an impostor. After
apologising and admitting that he
was not the real "Peter," he was
allowed to go.

GOMETHING
in the nature of an

operatic invasion will take place
at B8YA, Christchurch, on July 29.
Florence Austral, together with some
other great stars, including John Ama-
dio, Browning Mummery and Sydney
dleVries,will give listeners considerably
more enjoyment than their license fee
covers. Everybody musical knows all
about the great Austral. Amadio was
porn in Wellington, and at the age of
12 played a flute concerto for the Wel-
lington © Orchestral Society, withAlfred Hill as conductor, At 15
Amadio was engaged as_ principal
flautist to the Italian Grand Opera
Company then touring Australia. His_
great opportunity came through the
first Melba Grand Opera Company, and
thereafter success followed success-
in Rome, Berlin and New York. Critics
say that Amadio has done more than
any other artist living, by his flawless
perfection of tone and interpretation,
to vindicate the flute as a solo instru-
ment, Charity concerts will come a
little later. *

,

Arbor Day
LOHOUGH the Governor-General,
Lord Galway, will speak from the
Wellington station on August 38 -on
"Tyee Planting and Preservation of
Native Trees," his remarks will also
be broadcast by 4YA on that-occasion.
This will mean that his JExcellencywill reach a larger audience, and addi-
tional interest will therefore be taken
in the talk, which is to be given in
connection with the Arbor Day proceed-
ings, a nation-wide effort to encourage
the growth and preservation of native
trees. School children will be taking
part in the Arbor Day observance,
and probably some arrangements will
be. made by local masters for their
pupils to listen to the Governor-Gen-
eral’s remarks.

Community Sings
(COMMUNITY singing is tremendously
popular in Auckland just now,
particularly this last couple of weeks
during the cold’ and stormy weather
‘which prevailed. Last week’s "sing,"in the Town Hall, drew an Yttendance
of 38000. , Real enterprise was shown
by. the in arranging with
the well-known music firm of Allan
and Company, of Melbourne, to speci-
ally print an entirely new book of
songs. More than 2500 have already
been sold at 6d. a copy. The commit-
tee every few weeks receives advance
copies of the latest songs from Austra-
lia. Again this year the popular song
leader is Mr. Vernon T. Drew, who
each week receives hundreds of letters
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DO YOU WISH TO BUILD YOUR
OWN WIRELESS SET?

If So we can recommend to you the "1936 Radio Constructors' Guide: This book
is designedprimarily for the Home Radio Constructorand contains easily-read and
complete instructions for the construction at home, of al1 kinds of radio setsfrom thesimple one-valve receiver to the latestall-wave,_metalvalve sets.

Price 2/6 alL booksellers 0r 2/9 posted from publishers_

NATIONAL MAGAZINES; LTD;,
BOX 1680R, WTLLINGTON.


