
cinema studios at Shanghai or Canton,
are out of work,

‘THE inexhaustible numbers of the
Chinese coolie class, who are

rapidly absorbing from the West the
necessity for light amusement in their
lives, are enthusiastic cinema fans, and
flock into the cheaper seats of the pic-
‘ture houses at every session, At a big
theatre in the Chinese quarter of Hong
Kong, close by the Western Market,
the front stalls are packed each after-
noon by the coolies from the fish mar-
ket, whose slack time is from 1.30 to
about 5 p.m., when their buyers sleep.
They can get a comfortable seat for
20 cents. . Some. of them sleep the per-
formance through, others yell at each
other in the accepted Chinese manner
of friendly converse, the while: their
eyes and ears are agreeably entertain-
ed. In most of-the cinemas in the-na-tive quarters: Chinese. p:ctures are
shown, but Wild West films-Buck
Jones serials and Zane Gray’s stories-
are immensely popular. Sex problems
dominate-the theme of their own scen-.
arios, for‘ to‘the Chinese the new. free--
dom of Western custom is supplying.
unlimited : scope. for. otiginal drania.
Although aBritish film. has just ‘been
barred ‘in Japan’ because beds wereshown in one: scene, there seems. no
situation too intimiate to be set forth
frankly by tle"Chinese.. This is pro-
bably because. their finer mentality re-
jects the coarseness .of suggestion and.
sees only normal interest in all to dowithhuman relations.
You may say that the stage is almost.
non-existent on ‘the China Goast,. fromtheEuropean point of view. In twelve
months theonly foreign theatrical com-
panyto visit the coastal: cities’ has
been’ the’ Dotrlay ‘Non-stop Revie-
with 55 performers, only two of which
spoke English; and .which included in
its personnel representatives of 28 dif-
ferent nationalit’.s. In Hong Kong
they gave two performances a day for
ten days, packed to the doors. As the
standard of their vaudeville work was.
negligible, the audiences they drew
proclaimed the fact that their mere
presence supplied a deficiency, —

VERY interesting event which
' Was greatly to the credit of the
Hong Kong University was the per-
formance there of "Lady Precious
Stream," the Chinese play which isstill running in ‘London. It'was done
in Bnglish by the (Chinese) students,
and a: more delightful; entertainment
you could not imagine. Two Shang-
hai professionals had coached. them,and the magnificent costumes werelent from the theatre there. Every de-
tail: was as it should haye been, and
not the least of its charm was the chi--
chi English spoken. hy the. youthful
performers. The leading lady’s voicehad’ a throaty Garbo quality which,with her pronunciation, was most al-
luring.. The enthusiasm aroused by
this effort was so great that the play
was repeated, and again the great hall
at the university could have been filledtwice, A short time after that it was
given again by a Shanghai professiona!
company at a big picture house at
Wanchai, and its three or four hours’
duration was no bar.to its popularity,for’both Chinese and Europeans flockedto see it.

Moscow SCHEDULES
Shortwave Broadéasts
‘for July

ROADCASTS in English on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, at 8.80 a.m. (N.Z.M.T.) will

. take place as follows from Radio Cen-
tre, Moscow,for the remainder of
July; the broadcasts are made on 172+
metres and 25 metres simultaneously.
Other shortwave broadcasts may be
heard at 10.30 p.m, on Sundays on 25
metres and 19.89’ metres simultaneonsly.
Saturday, July 11.-Historical tulk:
The July Days of 1917,
-Monday; July, 13Review of theweek," Listeners’° questions and "an-_swers. News bulletin,
Tuesday, July 44.'Talk in series .oftravel broadcasts: A-Trip in thé Cri-
mea.. Once the health resort of the"few very rich-to-day' the ‘Reahth resortof the people, .

Thursday, July 16.-Readings from
"Stalin," by Henri Barbusse,
Saturday, July 18.-Some answers to
children’s questions-the children’s city
at the park of culture and rest,
Monday, July 20.-Review of the
week, Listeners’ questions and an-
swers. "News bulletin.
Tuesday, July 21,-Talk: Some re-
cent Soviet novels. .

:

Thursday, July 28.-A broadcast for
farmers, including a talk by Dick
Stoker, director of a State farm.
Saturday, July 25.-Talk: Making
Society Richer, Some outstanding
facts. and a few figures,
Monday, July 27,--Review of the
week, Listeners’ questions and
answers,
Tuesday, July 28.-A broadcast for
workers on the canal and river tran-
sport system, --The.staffing of Sovietriver boats-hours. .of work and

_ wages-social insurance-opportunities
for promotion-howdo the rank and
file workers become. captains of ships?
Thursday; July 30,-Talk:°Our. Com-
missar for Defence; Marshal. Voro-shiloy. A métallist and his life story.
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