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—-and World Famed
Husband from N.Z.

1n tbe role of Brugnhilde, in “Die Val-
kyrie,” Madame Florence Austral is pic- .
tured on the tlght. Famous as she is for

her Wagner, this is her most outstandmg
Wagnerian  characterisation. = Below is
John Amadio,” formerly of 'Wellington, |
her illustrious ‘flute-playing - husband.

OST women ‘change” then- ‘name only once in their
lifettme—but . Madmne Itlorence Austral, the cele-
brated Austmhan s0prano, who last Thursday
opened a tour of the Nationa] stations, has had
fom- hates since she came into the world. No, she has not
Peen in the dworee coutts. She' was | - ;

chustened I‘lorence ‘Mary Wllbou as

P baby, but later she  adopted her
-stepfather’s name, Fawaz,. and it was .
- as Florence, JFawaz that she first at-
tracted attentlon in musmﬂ cireles
in Melbourne. However, when the
time came for -her debut at Covent
Garden the director of the Opera -
House was most emphatlc on the
pomt tha;t I‘lomnce
Tawaz was a name o
that would not “res
gister” with the pub—
IIC Loy

: In, the first " place,"
0. one’ would » know- -

how. to pronounce. i
Ta Waz, and if ‘they’
did *know " ‘they

wouldn’t«remember if,
Lhe said, So . Miss
Tawaz “had to get
buxy and think up a
name . the public
wonld. . remember
Feeling - very ‘nervous,
and home-siek for het
country, ‘the  young
Australian singer timidly sug
gested “Austml » )
“The very thm"” repliet}»
. the  director,. *and-"i
stane -name: - brings .yo

same good -fortune as-the name Melba has dona for Dame
\the, you will have no cause for worry.”

Thus it was that ¥lorence Fawaz became I‘Iorence Aus-
Lral, and within a few days of changing her .name the
young ‘soprano had become famous:
later Floremce Austral married John Amadio, and now, if

- she wanted to confound autograph-seekers, she could write
her name as Florence Wilson-Fawaz-Austral-Amadio,

Now she has come to New Zeamnd with her husband,

and Dominion listeners may hear her fute-like soprano

notes and the tones of John Amadio’s flutes from the samé
stations in combined recitals. When Madame Austral ar-

_rived in Wellington on Tuesday last week, she had ‘to spend :

“two days -a-bed-owing-to ‘a cliill, but her first recital on
© Phursday m"ht from 2YA gave 11stene1-s an .ppetite f.or
more .

" Eyven when she .was a schoolgu‘l in Melbourne her rich
vsopxano proved . a constant source of amazement to her
fnends, f.or its extraordmary power was somethin{, of.a
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phenomenon. It was more of a joke‘ than anything else—
in her own estimation-—when some friends persuaded her to
enter as a competifor in the Ballarat festival, and nobody
was  more surprised than she herself when hey voice
aroused the keen intevest of the judges. The name Wagner.
then conveyed nothing ‘to lier, and, when some of the musi-
cians present pxedxcted that she would some.day be a fine
Wagnerian singer, Florence.was not quite: sure whether or
not they were having 2 joke at her expense.

But within a period of 15 years Florence Austral found
herself acclaimed. not only as a great ‘Wagnerian singer,
but as the greatest Wagner artist- of the present timel
Fresh from tuumphs overseas, she returned to her country
two and a ‘half years ago for a six-months” concert ftour
with John Amadio. This was, howewer followed by a long
’ ‘ engagement with. the Fuller Grand
~Opera Company, (Sir- - Benjamir
- Fuller built the company round Ma
dame Austral, considering her pre-
sence in Australia teo.good an op-
portunity to be wasted.) Then a
broadecasting four was undertaken
with joint recitals of husband and
wife, ‘Bin‘llly there was a season. of broad-
¢ast operas in which Madame Austral again
starred, this time under the aegis of the Aus-
tralian Broadeasting Commission.

Irom here the two are going fo tom'
America with the National Blodd(.ﬂstm,"’
‘Company, thence back to-their home in Lon-
don. Svon after their arrival in England
"Madame Austrdl will again be on the move
_when she tours the country with the famous
violinist, Szigeti. It's a busy life.
l‘hal‘kb to recordings gand pertomhmceq broad.
) cast in Australia . in the last couplé of years,
Madame Austral’s name is far from unfamiliar to
New Zealanders, and always it is linked with that of
her New Zealand husband, for their joint recitals
have been most successtul. - John Amadio bhas become
al ﬂaunbt ‘of the highest degree of fame. -But he has no,
more lfost the friendly naturalness ang approachablhty to-
which' colonial life is acctistomed (although it is 17 years
since ‘he was in Wellington) than has Madame,

“It iy remarkable how easily one gets familiar again
with the city,” he said to a “Radio Record” representa-
tive. “I'have been along a few streets near my old home,
and there are still many of the same old houses there. This
morning I was greatly pleased to have a call from Chatrles
Hill. We were boys together, and I -used to’ have lessons
from Mr. Hill, sen., brother of Alfred Hili- ana Ieadmg
Welhugton flautist.” -

John Amadio is a dou"hty man. with . bishops, rooks,
pawns and all the rest of the pieces on a chessboard. In
i faet, there seems to be something .of an. affinity between
. the “Amadio clan” and the cheSS-bqard John’s father,:
Mr. “Tony” Amadio, of Melbourne, also g brilliant ﬂauh.st,
ig an. mdent ehess—playex and sevelal (other members of




