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Should FilmsMake You
Think?... Asks Gordon Mirams
UST over forty years ago-on April 23, 1896-the
career of the motion picture on the theatre screen be-
A day or so ago | saw a preview of "Things togan. *
the United Artists’ picture written by H. G.Come,’

Wells and produced by Alexander
Korda; and I believe that there
could be no finer example of the
screen's amazing progress during
those forty years than this achieve-
ment from a British film studio, forit proves conclusively that nothing
within the imagination of man is
~ow impossible of -realistic depic-
fon on the screen.
And the mere fact that a writer
"who is confessedly a publicity man
is allowed the privilege of saying
that under his own name in the
leading article of a journal like-
the "‘Radio Record" is in itself a
rather striking testimony to the
progress of the screen from being
the most despised offspring of the
entertainment industry to its most
prosperous znd vigorous son.
Even if I were not specially in-
terested in "Things to Come" i
honestly believe that I should stil]
class it as the most astounding pic-
ture yet made. Some people may
see in- this statement the excuse for a glow of British pride.
Hitherto, while England has produced at least as many fine
actors. and actresses as America, on the technical side there

has always been a lag
After "Things to Come"
that can certainly >» longer
be said. But here it is
only fair to point wut that
Ned Mann, the craftsman
mainly responsible for
these technical miracles, is
an American, Georges
Perinal, the cameraman, is
French; William Cameron
Menzies, the director, hails
from Connecticut; and
Korda, the producer, is
Hungarian. Which rath-
seems to make "Things to
Come" a triumph for inter-
nationalism; and that, of
course, is exactly as it
should be with a film writ-
ten by such a great inter-
nationalist as Wells about a
subject of such internation-
al importance as the future
of the world.
Even the greatest spect-
acle can be a dull affair if
it lacks life-or, as some
people prefer to call it,
‘‘human interest." Yet
what could be of greater
human interest than a pro-
phetic vision of Humanity
It has been truly said that
"Things to Come," al-
‘though ‘t does focus atten-
tion’ on, several individual
characters, it is not so

much a drama of men and women as of all mankind. Wells
himself has said that "‘Things to Come" jis intended ‘as enter
tainment rather than prophetic warning. Definitions of what .
constitutes entertainment vary; but if you call it being "enter

tained’’ to be interested and excited
unremittingly for over an hour and
a half, and to be made to think.
furiously then and thereafter'on is--
sues of such paramount present-_
day importance.as peace and war,
and war's aftermath, then """Things *
to Come" is certainly entertain- |
ing.
It is doubtful if anyone could sit
unmoved through those opening
scenes of Christmas, 1940 in Every-
town (which looks suspiciouslylike
London, and is obviously meant
to), when ordinary men and’
women learn that the "‘next war,"
of which they have heard so much
but have never bothered to prevent,
has at last begun-and, as one
would expect, without any "formal
declaration." |The sky above the
white cliffs of Dover is black with
enemy ‘planes which pass in ap-
parently endless formation toward
their target. On several other
aspects of the Wellsian imagination

there wil] probably be much healthy controversy; but at this
point it must become obvious that to such form of aerial »
attack there could be no adequate defence-only retaliation.
Despite preparations, anti-
aircraft barrage, and inter-
cepting *plancz, some of the
attackers miust slip through
to rain explosives and gas
on the _ helpless men,women and children of
Everytown (wherever it
may happen to be).
No defence, only retalia-tion-and for years war
rages throughout the.
world, becoming ever more
primitive and ruthless-a
war of exhaustion, follow-
ed by the scourges of fam-
ine and pestilence. Then,
in the chaos that was Civil-
isation, petty war lords
arise (direct descendants,
apparently, in Mr. Wells's
prophetic imagination,’ of
our present-day dictators).
Might is right: there is un-
ceasing inter-tribal war:
culture disappears; educa-
tion ceases: scientific pro-
gress is impossible because
the very resources of
science have been destroy-
ed,
But then from the skies
comes a new race of air-
men-the men of brains
and culture who have sur-
vived the deluge of blood-
shed, and in their hiding-
(Continued on page 27.)

Introducing . . .
GORDON MIRAMS,
M.A., Dip.Journ., di-
rector of publicity
for the J. OC. Wil-
liamson Corporation.
Mr. Mirams, who
was educated ut
Christ’s College, was
Sor @ number of years
editor of the film sec-
tion of the "Chrisi-
church Sun." He is! considered something of an authority on

films, and has contributed numerous
articles to Australian and New Zealand
papers,AMM

Nextweekssignedarticlebasbeenwritten bv
Robin HydeTt concerns Walter D’Arcy
Cresswell, the "poet ofCastor Bay."

HOTSHOTS
[THD use of wireless sets in
Otago schools is in-creasing.
ORE than 40 girls have
made their ‘debut at
Christchurch dances during
the past fortnight,
LOCAL theatre company
has appointed a_ special
publicity manager in- Dun-
din, the first there.’
NEw song from a DunedinB station:-"The Harp
That Once Through Tara’s
Walls."

"PASSPORT TO HBLL," abook by Robin Hyde just
published, ig a story of John
Donglas Stark, of Auckland,
daring outlaw of the N.Z.B.F.

"TUTANKHAMEN’S, Cottage,
. the doll’s house, the little
castle, and Titanie’s Palace,
were some of the names given
to Titania’s Palace by Dun-
edin people.

[jONEDIN astromomery saysworld events can be fore-
"Miadowed

by a study of stars.
ince 1900 there have been
four minimum . activity per- »
tods, during: each of which’
there. has been @ wa.

TUE GeCUOGe Ee
AOTSACTS
QNE Dunedin milk bar re-:ports winter consumption:
of milk equal to that of last
summer,

UNEDIN’S quota to Tita-
nia’s Palace totalled over.

£900, the city being second to
Christchurch for large attend-
ances,

—

BVERAL big . Auckland:
firms, anticipating ad.

vertising on the air being per
mitted shortly, have actually,
hooked time on the air,
OING up to a_ blue-
jacket on a Devon-

port ferry last week, a
child said to his parents:
"Oh, look,mummy, here’s
a Popeye."

LISTENING to « broadcast,‘when "Hey diddle, the
eat and the fiddle, the cow
jumped over the moon," came
on, a little chap said to his
father, "Is that what makes
the milky way, dad?"

A POLICE doctor in a Dun-edin case, when: cross-
examined, -admitted* that he
had acted for the police and
taken .down a-man’s state-
ment,


