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Mr. Crooks, after leaving the Army,
sang in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Chureh, then went over to study in
Munieh, under Raucheisen, «Kreisler’s
accompanist. He was there at a tragic
time of German’s history-when the
mark smashed and the country, in the
threes of its disastrous: inflation, hung
on the brink of starvation. Ameri-
eans, protected by their travellers’
cheques, were out of the starvation
zone themselves, but the misery, far
too seveie..for individuals to — cope
with, was appalling. It was in Ham-
burg that he made his debut, in 1927.
"Tosca" .was the opera, and there. was
never any doubt as.to hig success. He
went straight to Berlin, to sing. in
"Tosca" and "Faust." -He had. travel-
led in France and Italy, learning in the
latter country the whole of two Ital-
jan operas before he returned to the
United: States,
Unlike: the boys in fairy tales, Rich-
ard Crooks never had to fight his way
from failure to -success.- Before he
made his debut-in Hamburg, the Metr5-
politan Opera Company had yearly
made him offers of contracts, but he
very wisely refused, preferring to get
experience before he tackled the great
operg house where most of the singers
have been from 10 to 15 yearsthe idolsof the. public, and where an inexperi-
enced newcomer feels like an
amateur suddenly let loose among pro-fessionals.
: "Hxperience" might almost be called
a fetish with Richard Crooks. Unlike
his friend Mr. Tibbett, he doesn’t feel
much inclined to bother about Holly-
wood and singing for the talkies.
‘There’s only one great musical talkie
to date, he says-Grace Moore was the
Jady-and after that, every bonehead
producer in Hollywood imitated story
and star so closely that you ¢ouldn’t
walk into a musical show without feel;
ing bored in advance, Besides, he
doesn’t think that singers are hand-some enough. "Look at Barrymore,"
ihe said, "or Ronald Colman, in ‘A:Tale-
of Two Cities." When I came out,of
that I thought, ‘Gee, you’ll go’, long
way before you get a tenor who can’ tet‘like that.’"
:
Nevertheless, in the States, and in-
ereasingly in other countries, he thinks
the future of good music and of Oper-
‘atie singing is brilliant. The public
‘hag been helped to 2 knowledge of real.
‘music by the radio. When, in America,
firms like Ford and General Motors
‘tival one another by hurling Hetfétz ©.
after John Charles Thomas, Lily Pons
‘after Tibbett (all the artists receiy-:
ing very large salaries), music cannot
be said to lack encouragement. Radio
and sereen producergwho don’t appre |ciate the value of the. very best singing‘he regards ds"justdint,
Last yearMr. and'Mts. Crooks and:atheir two children-Patricia, ‘aged,
thirteen, and,©: Dieky--went _. t6
Russia. "I likeAmerica _said Mr. Crooks,..,candidly. There
is, he thinks, a ‘ew music in Russia. .
Dut no signs of new operatic form.
"Traviata" in a modern setting,,‘clothes and all, was tried in Germatiy
Jastiyear, but flopped.; "No.new thing"
seeing also the rule in America, as far
ag opera is concerned. "Peter Thbet-
son," Deems Taylor’s opera, was the ,
first real hit.,and other Taylor operas
‘Coutinued on page-58.),

AMCUS CERTUSINREWCERTA
Sannouncedat the AnnualMeetingofMemberson ist
May, theSocietygrowsfrom strength to strength: Its
agsetsand thenumberofmembersincreasefromday to

day: Lastyear the number of new policies issued reached
135,200, or 433 'newpolicieseveryworkingday.

433 New Policies
every working day
Suchfiguresindicatethepublic'sFaithin theSociety8strength
and in itscapacity to husband and develop thatstrength inits members" interests: The extraordinary growth in the
Society"S assets is further evidence: In 1922 the Society's
assetswereworth850,000,0oo. To-day,14yearslater;they
areworthE101,869,000.

Assets now E101,869,000
At the Annual Meeting the Members approved of the
PrincipalBoard"8recommendationthat45,100,000beallotted
asReversionary Bonusesfortheyear; and BonusCertificates
willbeissuedin duecoursetoparticipatingpolicyholders:

E5,100,000in bonus additions
Membershipin theAMP. i9 open to men andwomen ingoodhealth-
The"wige citizen willask the nearest office of theSocietyto send an
experienced adviger to talk thematter over with him Or her-
Write to-day. Even to-inorrowmay be too Jate.AMP
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