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"We are steadfastly refusing to have
any dealings with advertising until
the present measures have gone through
Parliament," said the director of sta-
ion 8ZM,. Christchurch’s only B class
station, to the "Radio Record." "It is
our opinion that, when the Govern-
ment’s final proposals are.made-known,
all B stations should get together and
discuss matters of policy and work thatwill bring them into line with the Gov-
ernment’s intentions, So far as 83ZM
is concerned, the station will lend
whole-hearted assistance to the Gov-
ernment in its efforts to make. the new
broadcasting policy an amicable and
satisfactory one. to all the interests
eoncerned."
Two or three official members of the
Otago Radio Association, which owns
and operates station 4ZB, were agreed
that their organisation did not want
the right to advertise, but -would
rather receive a subsidy. The associa-
tion, they pointed out, was not a com-
mercial concern, but was an amateur
body performing a service to listeners,
and entirely dependent on members’
subscriptions as its means of support.
Listeners’ license fees went to the A
stations, but 4ZB felt that it was now
entitleqd to some. financial considera-
tion in view of the service it had given
in the past, "We have never supported
the idea of advertising over the air,"
remarked one member, "but a subsidy
from the Government would be very
acceptable."
"Having discussed the question of
the’ B stations with thousands of
listeners, who are deeply interested in
the matter," said Mr. R. Walls, owner
‘of station 4ZM, "I find that the: large
majority are in agreement with the
privilege of limited advertising. Sta-
tions located in the cities are gene-
rally of the opinion that there is roomfor advertising, and they are confident
that if advertising is allowed they will
receive the support of the business
community. We are waiting for the
Government to bring. down a Bill
which, we have no doubt, will be ac:

_ ceptable to both the listeners and to the
B station proprietors. We are grateful
that the Government has considered
the position of the B stations as it has
and, so far as 4ZM is concerned, wewill never give the Government cause
to regret any legislation it might pass
in the interests of listeners.
That stations in the large towns
wished for advertising, but that
those in the smaller towns wanted
only a subsidy, was the opinion ex-
pressed by Mr, F. W. A. Barnett,al of the firm that owns
Mr. Barnett said he had never asked
over the air for financial assistance
from listeners; 4Z0 had been solely
supported by the company that owned
the station. He made it clear that the
firm did not want charity, or, in other
words, it did not want to be a drain on
the Government’s radio pocket. "Wewant to be self-supporting," he de-
clared, "and we want the chance to
make a success of it without there be-
ing any cost to listeners or the Govern-
ment, ,

The Prime Minister preferred not to
comment on the position of Wellington
at this juncture. Wellington is at pres-
ent the only city of any size in the Do-
minion without a B class station, 2ZW

having been bought out by the last
Government more than two years ago.
Mr. R. H. Nimmo, chairman of direc-
tors of the 2ZW Broadcasting Service,
Ltd., and a former Dominion president
of the B Class Stations’ Association,
said that he awaited the outcome of
the present Parhamentary measureswith interest, "Our station, which was
opened in May, 1931, pioneered many of
the programmes that are in regular use
on the air to-day," said Mr. Nimmo."27,W: was the first station in New Zea-
land to broadcast Sunday services, the
first station with a special children's
hour concert theme, the first to provide
early morning breakfast musical ses-session, late dance

programmes
On Sat-

urday night
"The capital city was the last place
in New Zealand to have a B station,

aud the directors of 2ZW determined
to do the job properly. Theréfore,
when the station opened, it was
equipped with a transmitter the second
most powerful B class station in -the
Dominion.

"But the restrictions placed ou
B elass stations by the National
Government insofar as revenue was
concerned macle it impossible for a {station of the size of 2ZW to earry
on; In other words, it was literally
forced off the air,

"But, in view of the fact that the
stations 2ZW, Wellington, and 1ZR,
Auckland, were forced to sell out sole-
ly a8.a result of the hopeless conditions
imposed on them, the directors of both
stations placed on record with the Post
and Telegraph Department that, in ‘the
event of a change of Government or
policy, whereby B class stations could
come on the air again and earn revenue,
the groups operating these: two. sta-
tions would have, as I submit they
were fully entitled to, full considera-
tion were more licenses issued, But I
wish it to be clearly anderstood that, |
unless legislation provided that work-{ing costs of the station would be met,
either ‘by subsidy or ‘advertising, 2ZW
would certainly not come on theair
again."

Two New
Features

Page For Children and
Betty Boop Cartoon

JN keeping with our policy
of making.the "Radio
Record" an essentially home
journal we would draw read:
ers’ attention to two new fea-
tures--the amusing Betty
Boop cartoons, which will be
published regularly on the
inside front cover, and the
"Page for Radiobeams,"’
stories and items of interes’
for children, on page 64.


