
must of necessity become more sincere
in their statements, and must adhere
strictly to the truth. In broadcasts
there is no such thing as a case of
"misreporting," for there are always
thousands of listeners ready to pounce
on the smallest divergence from the
truth of any claim.
But as far as public speaking was
concerned on those nights when men-
bers knew they were being broadcast
to the nation, there was & subconscious
influence at work among thdse taking
‘part in the debates.
When a long-distance call was put
through from Wellington to Christ-
church or Auckland on some ordinary
ofiice business, the average man was
inclined to raise the pitch of his yoite
us though the Post and Telegraph De-
partment were not carrying out thelr
work in keeping the voices on a goodlerel.of yolume. © But all this was
ly "Womeraae 1

usually unnecessary, for talking on
long-distance nowadays called for no
greater volume of voice than talking
by telephone to someone across the
street. But it was doubtless a sub-
conscious contributory reason among
Parliamentary speakérs that when they’
wished their broadcast words to im-
press the’ farmers of, say, Northern
Auckland, they raised their voice so
that it should "carry" the required dis-
tance.

,

Although the Hon. Mr. Nash was the
best speaker to have been broadcast,
his stridency in excited moments de-
tracted from the oratorical value of his
speech. The Prime Minister’s control-
led tones were impressive for their sin-
cevity. The Hon, F. Langstone, al-
though a faster speaker than most, was
able to convey his message tellingly
enough in broadeasts, and the Rt, Hon.
J. G Coates was another politician
whose words were inclined to run away
with him to the detriment of their
smoothness of effect. Mr. Du Chateau.

agreed that the Rev. Clyde Carr was
One of the most forceful speakers, bothin ordinary House business and in
broadeasts.
No matter how many times an ex-
perienced actor may appear before the
public, there was often a nervousness
lest he should make a mistake which
would be recognised among the audi-
ence. The same principle applied
When members of Parliament appeared
before the live microphone. The pres+
ence of the three black objects abovethem was enough to make thé speakerstalk carefully, with sincerity and
truth, whether they spoke with strid-
ency, nasality or perfection.

Curing Faults Of
Speech

"S77

Broadcasting Helps
Says Prime Minister

"THERE'S a great deal in whatMr. Young had to say," said
the Prime Minister (Rt. Hon. M.
J. Savage) to the "Radio Record"
when commenting on the remarks
of Mr. Farquhar Young, of Christ-
church, regarding the voices of
members of Parliament over the
air, "With broadcasting, mem-
bers have come to realise that
they have to be doubly careful of
their speech. Myself, I often
find myself raising my voice un-
necessarily-the knowledge that
I am on the air is curing me of
that fault. ..Of course, there are
some yoices that will never be
pleasant to hear, no matter haw
much training they have, but,
nevertheless, it is all to the good
if broadcasting prompts everyone
to attempt an improvement in
his speech."
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