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No Ballyhoo About Gracie
Fields’ Love of Children

Famous Star Adds New Wing To Orphanage

Some months ago a group of Lancashire lads and lasses

living in Sydney (their ages ran from nothing to almost any-
thmg) got together and sent a joint message of congratulation
and Ureetmv fo the most famous Lancashire lass of all—Gracie
Fields, whose latest film, by the way,, has just been released in
New Zealand. By way of reply to this wholesale type of fan
mail Gracie arranged for the Australian and New Zealand broad-
cast from London which was given the other Sunday.

Praectically alone among the gredt
ones of stage and screen, Gracie meets
her public with simple unaffectedness.
surrotinded by no haze of glamorous
publicity. As a gitl of the people she
.has reached her present high estate,
aad with per wholesome, hilarious, big-
hearted personality, she keeps her hold
on her English audlences, and, as u
screen  artist, makes new
abroad.

When Gracie signed a new contract

. recently with Associated Talking Pie-

'tures at Haling (at a salary which is
said to egual that of Greta Garbo)
tshe celebrated the occasion by setting

_to work immediately on a £5000 addi-

~

tion to the orphanage whieh is at once
‘her chief interest and main joy in life.
And this is how she went into the
orphanage bhusiness. During the mak-
ing of the film, “Love, Light and
Laughter,” certain scenes were made
in o childrenw’s home. Gracie found
the youngsters so delightful, so
pathetically eager to be loved, that she
Jecided at once to turn her old home,
Peacebaven, into a bome for orphated
children, “Orphanage, new style”
this home might easily be described,
for how could Gracle possibly run
anything on orthodox lines?

Gracie is the sole supporter of
Peacehaven, where she spends most of

_her spare time and every week-end she

cant spare.  When the new £5000 ad-
dition is completed and filled with a
new bateh of orphans, it 1g obvious
that a large part of Gracie's income
will be needed to maintain her large
family. Butf Gracie in any case is
used to looking after people; there is
nothing she likes better. As her own
work, since she eéntered pictures, now
keeps her in London most of the
time, she hag established her father
and mother in a snug little home of
thelr own, with every domestie problem
toreseen and provided for, The old
home has gone to the orphans, and for
herself Gracie has 2 simple home in
Chelsen, - unaffected by any of thl,

\<mod6m trends in furnishing.

Gracie Fields bas never forgotten
that she was once a mill hand, 2
winder in a cotton-mill at Rochﬁale,
Lanedshire. ‘The work wag anything

friends -

but interesting, so Gracie set abont
making the time pasg more pleasantly
by singing and entertdining her fellow-
aperatives.  The workers loved it
Lut unfortunately the foreman did not
approve, and Graele soon found herself
looking for -another job. - She found

it in & paper-mill, but that lasted only
o short time, too, so she thought she

had better trv some other line of work,
which is how, at the age of 15, she
joined a Manchester trevue cqlled
“Yes, I Think S0.”

Now when Gracie visits the scenes
of her youth, it is like a royal pro-
gress.  Mill operatives besiege her
wherever she goes, and at all railway
stations she is given a rousing recep-
txon And Gracie is always ready to
“act up.” During the making of “Siag

As We Go” she entertained a ntimber
of drtists from the various Blackpool
shows. A small boy, driver of ome of
the sideshow dorkeys, arrived to ae-
company Gracie to Pleasure Beach,
where the afterncon was to be spent.
Imagine his delight when Gracie climb-
ed on the little aniinal and rode off in
the direction of the main street!

Whebever Gracie appears on the
stage there are always a few Lan-
eastriang in the audience. . They are
almost certein to make a few inter-
jections in their own dialect, to which
Gracie makes merry vespounse. 'These
interludes are counted by the audlence
as one of the delights of the entertain-
ment.

A recent VlSltOl.' to Associnted Talk-
ing Pictures was the Lord Chlef Jus-
tice, Lord Hewart, whose wife hailz
from Wanganui, He also is a Lan-
castrian, gnd was greatly interested in
meeting Gracie and watehihg ber af
work .on “Took Up and Laugh”; a firm
friendship was struck up at once. He
wag regaled at tea with special Lan-
cnshire fare, some of which he en-
countered for the first time in bhis
career !

Lord Hewart showed great courage
and good temper in facing a battery
of 20 Press cameras, and the eagle
eyes of as many journalists, all anxiou‘;
to be in on fhe fun.

Shirley Temple entrants photograph-
ed free of charge. See details on pages
30 and 31
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N.Z. Is Yours For éd.

Popular Railways Magazine

Anybody who spent 6d. on a copy of the September
“Railways Magazine’’ must have felt well pleased with

: the purchase.

The October issue is still better-—for the

Magazine is going only one way, upward, a march from

e

VAt

country

one success to a greater one,

This popular Magazine, in many bright features, well
illustrated, gives a full flavour of New Zealand.
member of any family will find the best of entertainment
and much desirable information in the varied contents.

Every

This enterprise is a truly national service which encourages
gifted New Zealand writers to do their best for their
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