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Australian' Literature Wins

Respectful Attention

Book Production Has Taken a Sudden Spurt

[4n article headed “Australia
writes of Herself,” writien by Nei-
tie Pglmer, appewred recently in
the “Christian Science MMonitor.”
T]z}e following are ewmiracts from
if.

CURIOUS development of the eco-

nomic depression in Australin has

been the sudden and surprising growth
of book production, Half a dozen hew
publishing houses have sprung up in
Sydney during the last few years, with

formidable lists of books, embracing

travel and technical works, ag well -as
fietion; and the lead is being followed
in other large Australian cities. Tt is
a growth not at all welcomed by Eng-
1ish publishers, to whom the Aust¥alian

and New Zealand market was a very

valuable one, statistics proving that the
people in these countries buy even more
books than North Americans, Recently
several of these publishers have paid
hurried visits to Australia to find out
the eause of the trouble.

Yet it is a calamity only to Hnglish
publishers. Most persons are inclined
to regard it as a healthy and natursl
development, In part, of course, it has
been stimulated by the depression: a
country with the exchange strongly
against her eannot afford to pay over-
seas prices for books-or boots. But
that iz not the whole explanation, For
some years there has been growing
among the Australian public an appe-
tite t‘or books about its own life, ad-
dressed primarily to itself; and these
were not being supplied satisfabtoril,v
by overseas publighers, who had their
eyes fixed on an audience of their own
near at hand.,

Until recent years the problem .did
not arise. Tt was easy for Australian
settlers of earlier generations to per-
snade themselves that all they needed
cotild be brought from abroad, Whote
decades passed In which the lferary
silence was broken only by a few his-
torians treating partlal aspects of
settlement, a few writers of essays on
established and rhetorieal themes, a
few poets publishing  small books of
conventional verse. Such literature was

- “colonial” in the worst sense of that
word. apologetic and derivative, its one

funetion, In a counfry subject to new
waves- of sottlers. heing to keep hooks
alive, Tf the original work was so
slight that Maveus (flarke’s “For the
Term of IHia Natural Tife” stood out,
the effort to preserve the hest that was

said and thonght n the world wagr not.

without result, When he visited Mel-
hontrne In 1871, Anthony T'rollope noted

.most resembles Shirley,

‘mated.

with astonishment what he had never
seen in Hurope—a large public library
free and open to everyone who dropped
in. .

Challenging, sardonie, rebeliious,
Australia’s growing demecracy found
expresgion in the “Bulletin” of Sydney,

Here is a charming photograply of win-
some Shirley Temple. The “Radio Re-
cord,)” in co-operation with the Fox Eilm
Corporation, is offering a first prize of
£25 to the little New Zealander who
See full details
on pages 30 and 31.

a paper whose influence in the ’eighties
and ‘nineties can hdrdly be over-esti-
It is enough to say that the
chief story-writer it evoked was IHenry
Lawson, of whom Hdward Garnett said
that he “expressed a continent.” Be-
slde its work as a newspaper, the “Bul-
Ietin” produced several bookg of "great
vitality and influence that oversens
publishers would have refused,

In these writers occurs the persistent
fautasy that Australle, this last-found

- ment in short stories,

eontment might become Utopia, Col-
ling had a wry smile ohd no itlusions,.
yet holds to his dream, Thig dream was
to be puggested, sifted and sustained by
a poet of greater power, Bernard
O'Dowd, whose chief work, “The Bush,”
is essential te an understanding of the
Australian spirit.” Responsive to the
appearance of the bush with its eurious
peauty. of prehistorie trees and harin-
less, primitive animals, 0'Dowd has
also hisg ideas of bhuman society in that
setting.

The first volume of what wasg to prove
a great historial trilogy, ‘“The Fortiines
of Richard Mahony,” by Henry Haudel
Richardson, was published abroad in

1917, bt was hardly read until the
third volume, appeatibg more thap 10

years later, midde a stir all over the

Tinglish-speaking world. With its tragie .

ceniral figure, this masterly {rilogy

of universal interest; for Australia it

has special value in its creative presen-
tation of the growing life of the coun-
try through several decades. It has
been botli.the support and despair of
sabsequent writers; support, because i
takes away all hesxtniion about doing
their best work at full strength; de-
spair, because Its comcentration  and
imaginative power are so high.

It used to seem that the very condi-
tions of Australian life, especially in
the bush; led to a merely episodie treat-
There was need
for the fuller presentation of successive
epochs before they had vanished from
the memories of men; and for .the
analysis of contemporary tife. All this,
as it seems, has begun., Writera work-
ing in isolation, in different parts of
Australia, have almost simultanecusly
begun to fill in the very complex and
varied scene.

There have been the lively chronicles
of that writer who prefers to be ealled
Brent of Bin Bin, reviviug legends of
settlement in outlying plgces. and fol-
lowing the characters down to the
present day, In quite a Jifferent mode
are the deliberate and decorative novels
of old Sydoney by M. Barnard Hlder-
shaw, In Martin Mill’s “The Mont-
forts,” g brilliant attempt was made to
foreshorten the Anglo-Australian ex-
periences of a Melbourne fnmily dur-
ing a century, Brian Pentop, in "Land-
takers,” hag traced the development of
a typical romantic young Englishman
of the Byronie perlod into a hard-bitten
Australian grandfather,

AN these writers found material
ready to thelr hands.
diaries and letters. Others, again, have
faced the contemporary scene, seeking
“the pattern in the carpet” The novels
of K. 8, Prichard have diseovered dar-

ing and divers patterns in the lives of

people up and down Awustralla; timber-
getters in jarrah forests (“Working
Bullocks”), miners in rocky rvidges
(“Black - Opal”), pedple in little coun-
try townships (“Fay's Olrens™),

in histories,



