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VIEWS CHANGE QUICKLY
ITH war raging furiouslyin Africa the ‘Causes of
War" talks whic. have been broadcast from the

national stations in the last month or two take on a new’
meaning, and it would be well, when more are broad-
‘cast, that the exact circumstances and'time of the re-
cording be explained to the listener. For instance Lord
Beaverbrook’ talk, actually delivered in England about
12 months ago, appears hopelessly out-of-date in view
_of the present crisis. He is one of the few great Eng-
lish newspaper owners who is against the League of
Nations, having. preached a doctrine of isolation in his
journals, But the events of the past few weeks have °

:

caused him to modify his views and his latest pronounce-
ment is that, whatever our personal opinions, we must
all stand behind the British Government in whatever 1t
decides to do. His recorded talk, broadcast from the
New Zealand stations, gives no hint of this new and
more reasonable attitude, ; ;

SPOTLIGHT FOR BEECHAM
"SAY what you like aboutme-but be sure to mentionmy name,"George M. Cohan, the famous
American theatrical man, once said to an interviewer.
Into the same realm of publicity-seeking- comes Sir
Thomas Beecham, who seems to be vying with Musso-
lini, Hitler, Lloyd George and Sir Alexander Herdman
for the limelight. Sir Thomas, who was stated to be
coming out to New Zealand with his own orchestra
some time ago, made England ring recently with his
attacks on the B.B.C.. It all began over a broadcast
version of "Hansel and Gretel’’ which Sir Thomas con-
demned most heartily. He then proceeded to attack the
B.B.C. on the grounds that it was killing musical appre-
ciation in England, that it was misleading the listeningpublic-ana much more in the same vein. And now. |

his latest stunt.On the last night of the Russian Ballet at
Covent Garden Sir Thomas came out of the orchestrawell on to the stage and announced, "‘Ladies and gentle-
men, | and the orchestra thought we. would pla: you
the following little piece. We thought you would pro-
bably like to hear the following little piece. But, as a
matter of fact, I don't care whether you like to hear the
following little piece or 10t. WH ARE GOING TO
PLAY IT!? Which would indicate either that Sir
Thomas Beecham’s star is waning and that he must
keep it gleaming at any cost or that the adulation of a
concert-going public has gone to his leonine head.

MACHIAVELLI'S DISCIPLE
HE following are some extracts froma little-known
study of Mussolini, written by Sir Charles’ Fetrie,

Bart, M.A., foreign editor of "The English Review": |

Perhaps Mussolini’8s‘ most marked personal character-
istic, just as his eyes are his most prominent physical one,is his extraordinary ability to dissociate in any question
the important from the trivial. . If one were ‘asked
what was Mussolini’s most prominent characteristic, apart|from his genius. the. answer must be~ his encyclopaedic
knowledge : knowledge of affairs, of books. and. above all.of ‘his own fellow-countrymen.One is often asked what is the attitude of Mussolini to-.
word the League of Nations, and it is a question that is
easily _. During .the -celebration of the. tenth.
anniversary of the advent of. Fascism to power, he referred.
to the League as a very sick ‘person whose. bedside it ‘wasimpossible to leave, and Italy. hastalways been ready "to‘
collaborate with other nations ‘at Geneva. So longds‘ the
League is content to be a mere. piece of. diplomatic’‘machin: ':ery is assured of the full ‘support, of Mussolini, but hewill not tolerate for one motiient the conception: of ‘it as a
super-State. National-"sovereignty ‘is to him, the:disciple, .of Machiavelli, the outward and visible sign of a country’s
power, and he will not abdicate it, eee

Hot Shots
NEW way of ordering black
or white coffee: "Will you

‘have Abyssinian or Italian?"

N Z.’s provincial papers made*a much-bgger "spiash' of
the outbreak of war than the
metropoutan dailies,
ITH the really hot summei
days. stilt. some distance

away Canterbury farmers are
already praying for rain,
HERE = are 47 _ licensea
houses in Wellington to-
day; 50 years ago there were
67.

AID General Smuts the
other week: I do not think
mankind is in the mood for an-
other world war.

,

RUMOUR has it that a mem-ber of the Governor Geuer-
al’s suite will shortly return to
England.

A NOTICE in a Wellingtonchain st e read, "Bfficency
is our Watchword." But spell-
ing isn’t! ,

Me MEREDITH’S manage-ment of the All Blacks was
the subject of a biting article
in last week’s "Sporting Life."

GEVERAL versions of the
shooting affair at Lower
Hutt are being recounted in
Wellington. ,

HERE was a pleasing can-
dour about the young man
who told his partner at a dance
last week that "nobody in Well-
ington likes me."

"STOWING AWAY" is be-coming fashionable. A
young woman arrived from
London recently in this fashion,
and’ a youth from Sydney.

FNGERNAILS painted scar-
.ct, gold, silver, greet and
blue were seen among the .femi-
nine portion of a recent Well-
ington dinner party.
HERE is talk of a commer-
cial broadcasting company
coming into operation in Eng-
land. The B.B.C. at _ present
has a monopoly but its charter
expires in a few months.

\QHERNIAVSKY has been
signed up by Station 2UW,

Sydney, for two _ half-hour
broadcasts 2 week for’ six
months,

THE Clydesdale section in theChristchurch Horse Par-
ade drew from the judge the
comment, "The best display in
20 years."
i

UNEDIN lost its veteran
* journalist, Mr T. J. Walk-
er, last week. Mr. Walker was
for many years a co-worker
with Thomas’ Bracken ‘in a
Dunedin printing -office.

HotSkots
WELLINGTON'S St. JamesTheatre now has its entire
facade outlined in- Neon lights,
mostly red,

THE :Canterbury
©

Women’sClub celebrated its 22ndbirthday last:week,
*

SIX couples were marrigt byUncle Scrim in the studio
of station 1ZB the Saturday be-fore last.
ERCY GRAINGER, the
latest acquisition to broad-casting in‘ New‘ Zealand, is a
self-taught pianist, it is report:ed, .
GONG: for somebody with afew thousand in his
pocket: "Oh, to be in England
Ere the’ Armament Sharesgo Boom!1":
=FILM showing. a paiade of
Abyssinian . troops, screen-

ea in Wellington lastweek, was
ceceived with.

sympathetic ap-plause,
‘wLIP on announcer’s-part: "A
meeting of the Society for

che Prevention: of Women and
children was held to-day."
LARGE Auckland manu-

.. facturing. . concerh,.".-main-
.aininig.two factories in the sub-
urbs, is shortly combining both
establishments and the head of-
fice, removing all three to a new
vuilding on the city waterfront.

QPHE Great South Road Beau-tifying Society (Auckland)is to erect an old time smithy
near Papakura, to commemor-
ate che pioneer blacksmiths of
che province,

ONE of the Démocrat can-didates last week in Auck-
land gave. a big cocktail party
in honour of the party leader,
Mr. T. C. A. Hislop, whomade
his first big policy speech there.
RIVATE screenings of big
‘movies are all the rage on
Sunday evenings in Auckland at
p.esent. The invitation cards
for the Grace. Moore picture
stipulated evening dress.
HOSE. who. went. to Sir
Alexander Herdman’s first
Auckland’ meeting. «last week
hoping there would be "some
fun" were greatly disappointed.
[t was very orderly.
'WO' hearty sneezes by some
person near the microphone
during the theatre* relay of
Grace Moore. from 2YA. last
Satur: |,’ came’ ‘through withnerfect’‘clarity.
ME.-Re COLLETT, NOR-MAN ‘has’been appointed
chairrhan of the B.B.C.-in suc-
cession to’ the late ‘Lord:Bridge-man> for.-the ‘retraining termof the corporation’s present
charter,


