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CHARLES LAUGHTON’S
Prrurrary GLAND
Secret Of His Success
CREDIT the pituitary! That trouble
some gland, responsible for so
many of the freaks of sideshows and
cireuses, has largely redeemed itself
hy supplying Hollywood with the
umorphous, the protean, the chameleon-
luke character, Charles Laughton.
According to medical men, Laughtonowes to the pituitary gland his un-
usual physical appearance, his abilitytc change shape like any cloud, his
body’s quick adjustment to the role ofclerk or monarch, Gaspar Milquetoastor Nero. His amazingly heavy, slum:berous head-the pituitary gland has
been at work there also, The nostrils
can shiver like a sensitive rabbit’s, orexpand like a monster’s, The eyes,glazed and unseeing, or burning withhidden desire, transform at will to fit
the part. Nature has been unusually
generous; Laughton was born to ‘play
character roles,In fact, from the very beginning itwas the pituitary gland that guidedLaughton along his -predestined path.His sluggishness, his .aversion for

sports, traced again to the self-same
giand, led him, in school, to take a
dramatic course. It excused him from
Rugby. It saved him from putting hisheart into thehotel business, It singledhim out of the crowd. It led him to
triumph in his earliest roles,

The pituitary was responsible for
Laughton’s startling resemblance to the’
Tudor monarch in "rhe Private Lif¢

of Henry VIII." It ‘enabled his jowlsto distend, his chest to swell, his
shoulders to broaden, his face to adaptitself to the coarse joviality of the
16th century, 1t permitted this same
hody completely to transform itself into
the shape of the household tyrant of"TheBarretts of Wimpole Street." Now
the shoulders drooped, became round
and narrow, the whole framework
sagged. All the strength, all the pur-
pose, all the malice, now becamecentred in the

gleaming, terrifyingeyes.
As Nero, Laughton was a flabby
clown, In his latest role, as the de-tective Javert in the sereen version ofVictor Hugo’s "Les Miserables," Laugh-
top appears ag the very incarnation éf
brute power and relentlessness,

CHARLES LAUGHTON.
To the pituitary gland he owes his
ability to change shape like a cloud.
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"NTO woman should be called an ac-
tress if she requires a wig or hair

dye to change her personality. I’ve
played everything from. ingentiés to
hags on the stage without resorting to
either, and I cin do the sime on the
screen," says the Australian actress,
Mona Barrie. "Fortunately for me,Mr. Darryl Zanuck sees the matter asIdo. I don’t see why I can’t be just
as alluring to the handsome hero whe-
ther my hair is blonde, black, brown or
red... Cleopatra, Salome, and some of
the: other girls of days gone by madefair progress: without bleaching theirhair-and just look at Mrs. ‘Dionne!"
F the Chinese dialect spoken by Wat.
ner Oland in "Charlie Chan ijn
Shanghai": strikes: upon the ear of
some cultured mandarin or erudite
student of Oriental languages with anunfamiliar ring, the actor who portrays
Chan may not be.to blame, There are
more than 300 distinct Chinese dinlects,and it isn’t known just which one was
used by the original Charlie Chan."It’s the sama way in English," ex-
plaing Tom Gubbins, technical adviser
on this Fox picture, who taught Olandthe elements of the language. "OnPark Aventie, New York, you will hear
a very cultured Amerienn version of
Kenglish, while three blocks east, onThird Avenue, you hear a ‘dese demind ‘dose’ accent whieh js searcely in-
telligible. to. the bluebloods."

QOount TULEIO OARMINATI DILBRAMBILLA is the full name ofTullio Carminati, who appears with
Mary, Dllis in the new Paramount pic-
ture, "Paris in Spring." He hails from
Dalmatia, a province of Italy.
JCATHARINE HEPBURN has madeone Of Hollywood's big sacrifices
to artistic’ realismhy submitting herlang -chestnut: tresses to: the barber's
‘Shears and emerging with a boyish bopfor her role in RKO. Radio's fortheom-
ing. -prodiction. of "Sylvian Scarlett,"
from the famed novel by Compton: Mae-
kenzle, which follows -her recently
completed "Alice Adams.’ «+ , \


