A 'Sheaf of Theatre Progra.mmes — Coward’ “Conversatlon P1ece and‘

Jack Buchanan in “Mr. Whlttmgton”

Wood”

TRAVELL‘DR returhed - from the

waieties..of- London- brings--back- a .

sheaf..of theatreé programmes——mem-
) gh n the company- .
: They.are lsnn‘r
anmy ' desk’ now—“Conversation: Piece”
© ap thetop. -1t is described'as.a “roman--
Sl
Coward,” while a. full-page photoo'raph
of Yvonne I’rmtemps who Played the

. GLADYR -COOPER.
Her-part in “The Shining Hour™'is
veing- ‘played ‘in- the Australian
productwn by. e New, Zealtmd girt, .

J'f'lame Hamill. .

pal.. of. Melame mfmms the- theatre-
goer’ that “Mlle, Yvonng: Printemps est’
tgujours. hi ‘b1llee par: .Teanne
Paris.”
the stage, -a ordmg 46 the.programme,
s IIeathel: teher;who hag'a brother
living .in- Ghrlsbehurch “The ,scene 3¢
Brxghton inxthe- Regency penod A

& Wh1ttm0ton " e’
show - w_ ch:starred Ja¢E "~ Bichanan
and-Blsie” ‘Randolph. . The programme
is Were- too-for - the musieal . comedy
which: suceeeded it 4t the I—Impodwme
~Yes, Madam,” starring-Binnie Hale
and ‘Bobbie H i ¥ i

prnﬂuced “in- »Sydn

"»shortly by I C.

Wllhamsons and »wilt later be seen in .

New - Zealand.. .

The: “stralght” plays are. mterestmo
Hore is" “The “Late Chrigtopher Bean, o
which' iz to" be: presented by the- Wel-
lington Repertory Theatre in a few
weeks, It -whs. staged: at -St, James™
Theatre, and: was adaptéd + from- the
French:play,: “Prenez Garde a la Pein-
ture;” by~ Emlyn Williams,.
ing. role. was- played ‘by . Bidith Evans,

'stariwho;-intthepast fiveyears, has,- -
Dlayed »such WJdely different roles a8

‘comedy- ‘with “music® by - Noel,

Opera House,

) komlsar;evsky.

Lanvm,i
The first- person to'appedr on .

~ staged here some years ago. o
mterestmg programmes -

The lead:

the prima donna in “It‘n;'em.*onfr » the
king’s: mistress.in Shaw’s “The Appxe
Gart * Florence vahtmgale ‘in  “The
Lady of the Lamp,” and Gwennv
“(fhristopher Béan.”  The part’of Dr.
- Haggett was played by Sir- Gpdr-n,

-Hardwicke, ‘who 'is" better known to

New Zealanders for hig roleg in talkies
~he had a prominent part in the tech-
nieolour film, “Becky .Sharp.” - Next iz
- 'the programme of *Totich Wood,” the
third -play. written by C. L. Anthony,
‘whose “Autumn: Orocus”. was produced
" in Wellington a week or two ago. It
was staged at the Theatre Royal, Hay-
‘market, ind is interesting inasmuch .as

it starred Marie Ney, the famoun art-"

réss who spent her girlhood in ‘Wel-
lington,. and got._her first chance in
amateur shows -at Wellington’s  oid
Incxclentallv, Miss Ney
will be heard. in: the

grammes from Daventry next. week.

-Also in the cast of “Touch Wood” were
“the -

‘Dorothy Hyson . (daughter: of
faméus Dorothy chkson) Ian Hunter,
-and Oriel Ross, whose sudden marridge
-to"Lord Ponlett, Lpndon socialite, wn\
the sensation of list month.

A notable programme is that. tell-
“ing of Blisabeth’s Bergner’s. appear-
‘ance: in. “Escape Me Never,” the film
-yérsion . of- Wluch is now’ 1eleasec1 in
‘New ' Zealand, The - plav, whichxis by
Margaret Kennedy, -
Constant Nymph,” wag’ produced by €.

‘B, 'Cochran and directed by:the famous -
The play “itself ‘was .
1ot a good ome—but Bergner’s acting |

~made it the most’ memorable of the
1934 -season. Two programmes. have
more than a: passing interest for Wew
Zealand—“The Wind and the Rain”
(still running-and nearing its 1000th
_performance) and “\’Ien in White.” The

former, 4s everyone now knows, waas-

.written by Merton Hodge, of Wanga
:nui; the second was- “anglicised”. by

' Hodge and starred .Lewis. Casson (in

New Zealand with Sybl] ‘Thorndike )
.and Jill Esniond, who is.well: known to
talkie fans, - The cast also included. 1.
Bellendon Clarke, who played- the parvi

“of the heavy father in “The Barretts .

“of - Wimpole Street” when it was
Two . more
..a-e those for “Murder in Mayfair” and

1\Ioonh;,r,h.‘: is ‘Silver.”: The. first, writ-

“ten by Ivor Novello, who also played .
- the.part of Jacques Cldgvel; starred Fay,
Compton, Bdna Best.and -Zens Dars, |

and had a- 1ema1kably suecessful . run
at-the Globe Theatre, . Several scenss
from the play were remrded and have
been broadeast from the New Zealani
.hational - stations . lately, The other,
“Moonlight is Silver,” starred Gertrude
Lawrence’ and Douglas Fairbanks,
CJunr, It is. interesting to note that
“Miss Lawrence’s 'dresses were exe-
cuted by. Molyneux,” The play was
written by :Clemence Dane, the writer
*of the- immensely successful “A Bill of
. Divorcement.” |
Semers, Gwen Ffrangcon—Dames, Sey-

in |

‘shortwave Pro-

anthor  of .“The -

. eure what pictures he possesses.

Leglie Henson, Debroy.

- Marie Ney’s Part in “Touch
“Late Chrlstopher Bean” in Welhngton. e

mour -Hicks, Glan'e Luce, ‘John G1e1gud

Laura la Planfe, Athene Seyler, Lilian-
Braithwaite and Gyles Isham are other
names featured in this bundle of pro-
grammes, At the bottom of the pile is
“7he Shining Hour,” the:play. by Keith
Winter, wluch starred Gladys Cooper
and Raymond Massey. ~This® play was
produced by J. O. Williamsons in Mel

bourne last month, the leading part be
ing played by Elaine Hamill, the
Tuhape girl who is “going -over bw”
in Austmha

OI‘ “The Late Ohustophex Beatt.”

which is to be produced by Leo du -

Chateau for the Wellington Repertory
Society from October 30 to November 2
‘the Iate Mr, J. T. Grein, the noted Lon
don critie, wrote: “This is a comedy
in which sceneg of wild farce inter
mingle ‘with those of tendel‘est senti
ment, yet there is never a sense of in
eangruity. - The plot itself is decided
1y tzuelml “The late Christopher Bear’
was an artist. who. ‘adgicted to drink.
died in-the direst want, leaving behing

-~ him a eollection of paintings so. littte

thought of that his benefactor, with
whom " he also lodged, Dr. Haggett,
utilised ‘some of them for roofing a
chicken lionse, Years after Bean’s

. death lus gemub is 1e(.oon1~ed and pm-l

e W(m V(WPLL
Tl”rof(’ nd played in
Vi . Mayfeir”

."l.' urder in

cla1med, ‘and extracts from his letters
to a-friend, together with reproductions
of some of his paintings, appear in an
art magazine. Dealers suddenly de-
scend upon Dr. Haggett, seeking to se-
The
attempts of two dealers to double-cross
each other and the tmnsformatlon of
the little country doctor: ‘from a’ poor
contented soul into a meréenary trivk-
ster who, aided and abetted by hix wife
and daughter, ‘tries " to = swindle " his
Welsh maid, Gwenny, are pure farce;
but ffuce wlth a dlffexence "
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