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purely entertdinment obligations, it
should be remembered that broadcast-
ing is the royal road to enlightenmeut
and responsibility," and late in. his re-port he adds:
"A vight appreciation of listeners’
needs is a particular requisite if there
are to’ be listeners, but this does not
necessarily imply the expressed wishesof a quarter of a million listeners, nor
even the presumed wishes of an aver-
age listener. . Broadcasters are ap-
pointed to execute a high commission

and they cannot bend.to every breeze
of criticism that blows."
Although Sir John Reith made onlyi short visit to South’ Africa he saw .
with sympathetic understanding the
cruel isolation and deprivation so often
suffered in the rural districts, and says
of the broadcasting service... that hevisualises:
"The loneliest plattelander may hear
the statesmen of his own and other
countries. He may be present at the
functions and participate in the erises

of his day. He may hear the finest
musie and the greatest exponents of
Jearning in his own home-enjoy in
fact many of the amenities of metro-
politan life and culture, and farm his
land with better return than ever be-
fore. He may be in touch with and
able to take a real interest in the move-
ments of thought and the processes of
action which determine the destiny of
his country and of the world."
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