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- the ‘craze. for - huge picture
- palaces stone dead!

_well-known

"talkle theatre was opened in
: '\’Velhngton

Friday, July 12, 1935.

From Chaas And Confusmn Comes‘;
- A Newer And Saner Endustry

An Eventful Ten Years In The Fllm World

N 1925, the first year of the peliod dealt with in this
special entertainment number, the craze for bigger.
hetter and more ornate picture palaces was weh

. under way, and Australian and New Zealand cities
were vying with each other to see which could cram
the most yards of carpets, the greatest number of statues,
the most fountains and the biggest orchestras into its
theatres. For one shilling the humblest person in the
land could spend an hour or two in a building that, for
heavy magnificence, would put a Babylonian palace to
shame. e could sit in a super-comfortable ‘seat, his

feet- on a super-soft carpet, his :ears caressed
by music from - a super-large  orchestra and  his -
eye delighted by a super—productlon ‘Heaven

While -Hollywood was thrown into chaos and con-
fusion, the talkies gave fresh life to the British film in-
dustry which had langmshed for many years. Stage
stars were recruited, famous playwr ights and directors
threw themselves into the game, per souahhes from the
Continent arrived in'Londof pr epared to work for the
audible screen. To-day Great Britain is in a strong po-
sition in the film world and Glm-goers’ prejudice against
I‘nrrhsh-made pictures has dlsappealed

- The.excitement which flared up with the arrival of,
lhe talkies had scarcely died down wheén Hollywood was
stnitten by another kind of excitement—the Wall Street
crash and the succeeding deplezsmn Again there was
confusion—car efully-made plans wére thr own in the

. wastepaper, . basket, - highly-

kinows to what lengths and » :

P,

breadths these picture palaces
might have gone if the talkies
had not come along and killed

Tn 1928 there were the fir st
rumblings of the storm.
Cables told of some gueer in-
vention that was-konown as .
“talky-soundy movies.” A
New Zealand |
theatre magnate, interviewed,
scoffed at the idea and said
that the whole thing was a
new-fangled notzon that .
would die down just as rapid-
ly as it sprang up.. A few
months  later—in  March,
1929,—New Zealand’s first

was
it a staggering blow.

London.

into the business,"

 tralian pictures.

Buzz of Acthiy in
Australian Films

it ,Famous Stars and Dir‘ectors

k "HERE has been no more mterestmg develop-
. -ment in films in this part of the world dur- .~
_ ing the last few years than the rise of Austfalian ‘,‘ )
t;ﬂkles The film induscry in the Conmimonwealth ~ {{{
“‘getting somewhere”’ when the talkies dealt
Recovery was slow, but it
was sare, and to-day Cinésound is laying ‘plans = ({{-
that are worthy of actention in. Hollywood and =
‘Stars with intermational . repuiations
are being imported, fresh capital is being put
‘world-famous directors and
cameramen are arriving from America. Cinesound
is drawing up a production schedule that will”
put such. stars as Clive Brook, Bebe Daniels,
. Reginald Denny,. Anita Page, Ben Lyon, Anna
. May Wong and Polly Moran into future Aus~

paid executives were tossed
out-'on the pavement, big
stars found their equally big
salaries clipped in half. Holly-
wood-—scatter-brained child
Of thc ,boom years—was

i life” L To- d'lv the ﬁlm bms1~

'411985, both il America @nd
]:nnland i 01‘1 sotm(l foor-

; mg thh gréater atielmoﬂ
being given to the choice of
Qtorlca, -stars and rluectorq
Oppomtmn from Tingland,
too,. is fierce—and the 1)1C~
ture-going public is 1eapmw
" the beneﬁt .

The day of the ornateé pic-
ture palace is gome, too. In
its place there is the “intimate”
type-of house—small, ideal for
sound, “comfortable, hut - ndt

o

T‘lmous ﬁlm stars discov-

“ered that a “poifect” face meant less under the new order
.thana decent speaking voice. Warner Brothers, a film
'_company which, by its- own: adrmsszon was tottering
“toward bankr uptey hefore ‘the talkies, came back with
‘a flourish and cleaned up a cool million pounds with its
first talkie, “The Smgmg Fool. ”

Other compames were
hard at wo1k reorO'amsmg th 'r?}stuchos getting rid of
well-known sta
porting stars:from New  York and London ‘huying
tp musical comedies ‘arfd-stage plays.

rs whose voices were acfalnst tl’!f‘l’l’] im-

" pretentious.

It chdn’t t1ke theatre~owners long to dzscover that
the big barns of pictuire-houses couldn t hold a candle
to the small places for sound reproduction, and dozens
of theatres "have been remodelled and reduced in size.
in the pastyear or two. Amalgamated Theatres; Litd.,
bas. built numerous houses in New Zealand during thc‘ :
past four yeats, and every one of them has been small
and mostly of the one-floor type. Where it has not
heen possible to alter a theatre the” walls have heen
padded and draped to. cut out the echoes which proved
so disturbing in the ea11y chy% of sound.
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