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Englishman Who Has Settled In Chrvistchu'rch:

(Special fo the “Radio Record”)

I president of the Canterbury branch

Navy Letwue Alr Marshal Sir Roberg Clark-Hall,

K.BE, CALG., D.8.0., is one of the speakers at

the specml Empire Iay broudeast by the Christ-

churcly bhranch of the Royal Impire Soviety aud
Associate League. Thig function will take place on Iriday.
May 24 (Kmpire Day), and will be Lelnved frow Ballantyne's
{ca rooms,

Sir Robert Clark-Hall was placed on the retired Jisi
on August 11, 1934, and left to settle in ‘New Zealaund the
following duy with his wife and family of three. They live
in Ilam Road, Riccarton, and they cau be classed -
“modern pioneers,” for neither Sir Robert nor his wife
had ever been out to New Zealand, only having heard of
thig country through a relative of Lady Clark-Hall’'s, Sir
Robert congiderg New Zealand a fine conuntry, and finds
everyone so friendly toward Inglish people. After the busy
and much-travelied life this distinguished air marshal has
led, he is thoroughly enjoying the quiet life in New Zea-
land. The last eight months have been like a holiday,
and having acquired a pro-
perty he intends to live herc
for good. The children are

of tiwe

°

JLAMLS. Ark Royal performed

e went to Dunkirk with the squadron w_heu
it way posted there Lor reconnaissance duties. e was glven
tie acting rank of commander, IB.N., in October, 1914 In
recognition of Iy vuluable Rel\’lcet. at Dunkirk he wus
made in April, 1918, a (;()1!11)&111011 of the Distinguished Ser-
vice Order, In February, 1913, he sailed for the Darda-
uelles ‘in command of ILALS. Ark Royal, which had been
converted for use as un alreraft-carrier. The aireraft in
valnable services, and Sir
In December, 1915,

Squadroun.

Robert was meuntioned in (dispatches,
he was promoted commander, R.N. and wing commander.
R.N.AS. In 1016 he returned from. the Dardanelles, -and
in beblualy 1917, he was al)poluted to command No 1
Wing in Hrance. He was promoted wing captain, R.N., in
December, 1917. On the formation of the Royal Air Foree
he was given the rank of 11eutenant~colonel Later, in
1918, the Board of Admiralty, expressing appreciation of
the valnable services rendered by this officer, stated “He
has twice declined pwmotlon to bugadlex-venera} R.AL.,
Deeause bhe considered that higher rank would impair his
usefulness  to the  fleet.
Throughout his time on thej
staff of the admiral command-#4

at boarding school, and Sir
Robert considers the schools-
here guite as good as those
in Hngland, and the cost of
edueation much less,  Siv
RRobert does not wish to take
uny part in public affairs, and
ag Lady Clark-Hall is fond of
gardening, they spend many
hours in the open, and just
at present they are mainly
concerned with their family’s
education. Sir Robert was
educated in ILALS, Britannia.
He wag appointed a sub-
lieutenant of the Royal Navy
in 1902, and was promoted to
Heutenang in 1903,

Ie learned to fiy in & Bris-
tol biplane on Salisbury Plain,
and his Royal Aero Club cer-
tiieate, No. 127, 1ig dated
August 2, 1911, He was pro-
woted to leutenant-commaun-
der in  Qctober, 1911,  (fu
Aarch, 1913, e was attached
to the Royal Naval Air Ser-
vice for armament duties, and
from the following July Lie
took cliarge’ of experimental
work in connection with naval
iireraft armament, THe was
largely concerned with the de-
velopment of the aeroplane as
a fighting machine, and *his
experiments in 1913-14 with
@ 2-pounder gun in the nose
of a Short pusher float biplane
(alleged 200 h.p. Canton-
Unne) off Calshot were about
the most dangersus aund gal-
lant cxploits in pre-war ser-
vice flying.

ing direraft he has worked
with absolute singleness of
purpose for the advancement
of naval flying”

During 1918 he was made
a Chevalier of the Legion of
Honour (Francej. On An-
gust 1, 1919, his name was
removed from the Navy Tist
on appointment to a per’
manent commission in the
R.AF, with the rank of wing
commander. On Auagust &,
1919, he was promoted 1o
group captain and -appointed
to command No. 29 Group in
Scotland, ‘In October, 1919,
he was made a C.M.G. in re-
cognition of distinguished
‘services during the war. On
the formation of the R.AL.
Staff College at Andover in
1922 he wag appointed to the
staff. In January, 1922, he
was promoted to air  com-
mander, In May, 1924, he
was posted to the Middle East

| to. command the KEgyptian
Group, and in the following
December he was appointed
chief gstaff officer to the
Middle Iast Command.  In
November, 1925, he was ap-
" pointed 'to ecommand the
Royal Air TForce in the
Mediterranean.

In March, 1929, he was ap-
pointed Director of Equip-
ment at the Air Ministry, ani
in July, 1929, was promoted
to air vice-marshal. In Octo-
ber, 1931, he was appointed
air officer commanding coaslal

On the outhreak of war he
Vi appointed squadron-
commande?, ILN.ALRL, and was
attached to the Ifastchurch

AIR-MARNI AL NIR ROBERT CLARK-HALL, now living
i retirement tn Ohristchureh.

area, and wag prowaoted “fa
air marshal in July, 1933.  Tu.
the King's Birthday Ionours
in June, 1934, he wag made
a K.B.E,
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