
Editorial Notes
Wellington,May 17, 1935. VOL.‘VIL, No. 45,
A NATIONAL THEATRE?
NTEREST- hasbeen revived-in Wellington.in:a schemefor theestablishment of a central theatre.to be used
by musical and ‘repertory*societies, and we -publish to-
day an article-covering the essentials of the proposal.
There is: no ‘gainsaying,the fact- that there is.a ‘cryingneed in New' Zealand for greater co-operation ‘between
cultural bodies, and the founding-of just such a theatre
as the one suggested might lead to the eventual estab-
lishment of: a Nationa] Theatre in the Dominion.
At the present time Christchurch is practically the

only city in New Zealand which has, in the Radiant Hall,
a theatre suitable for repertory productions © musicrecitals of the less ambitious type. Auckland, with a
population nearing a quarter of a million, has recently
been forced to abandon a scheme involvi:.g the sum of
£29,000 for the erection of a "‘little theatre," while Well-
ington has little beyond the concert cham’ er of the
Town Hall to offer the devotees of drama and music,
Here, however, is an excellent opportunity for the Capi-tal City to give a lead in establishing a theatre which
would be available, not only for New Zealand perfor-
mers, but, for visiting artists and small professional com-
panies.
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THE JUBILEE SPIRIT
RITISH broadcasting has, this week, passed through
one of the most important periods in its career, and

‘praise must go, '.:t.the close of. JubileeWeek, to the en-
gineers and programme’ organisers who brought the
sound: of his Majesty’s voice--the voice of a monarch
who has brought home to him the love and devotion‘of a mighty Empire-intc a million homes, and who
made all the enthusiasm and pagcantry of London a
real and living thing to the men and women of Austra-
lia and New Zealand, Canada and India, South Mfrica
and the East. .

_
Inthe past week, when cold and bitter weather has

prevented the Dominion from fully celebrating the
: Silver Jubilee, wireless has provided the true jubilee
spirit, keeping our people in touch with a world which
has, of. one accord, paid homage to a king who. to
quote a tribute from Germany, is "a gentleman, and the

’ living symbol of British ational sense and virtues."

BROADCASTING MUZZLED
ACCORDING to Vir; Bruce Bliven, president:and editorof the American "New Republic," about one-
ninth-230,000,000-of the world’s population is liv-
ing under the degree of broadcasting and newspaperfreedom that exist: in Great Britain and the United
States, or, in other words, in a situation where nost of
the restrictions applied come not from the Government,but from other sources. °

Radio and imotion pictures have come to occupy a
place to-day where they’ must be classed with news-
papers as instruments of greatest importance for in-
fluencing publicopinion. Dictators and. would-be dic-tators are turning more and more to broadcasting astheir chief aid in carrying ‘forward their: political pro-grammes, . Hitler is an outstanding example of a leader
who regards the political control of broadcasting as all-important-and there are many more, .

At the’ present time two-thirds of the world’s popu-lation of :1,400,000,000 is living under an absolute and
rigid cerisorship. Two-ninths..of ‘the people of | the
world, about 460;000,000. livein countries where thereis a limited and fluctuating degree of freedom. The re-maining one-ninth enjoys the freedom known by people‘ofGreat ‘Britain and the United States. Mr. Bliven: re-
ported that he had spent a great deal of time investi-
gating the charges that the Roosevelt Administration
was trying to muzzle the presssnd found that they had' dittle or no-foundation.. be

HotShots
DDUNEDIN'S new 4YA will

.
.be on the air in about
tive months’ time.
HE Christchurch municipal
. elections cost the city
something like £3000. .

HE Wellington Tail-Wag-
gers’ Club is in financialdifficulties and may be forced
to close.

(SHRISTCHURCH is to havetwo ‘new picture theatres
gs month. The Avon opensis week, and the State on
May 31.
NAID an advertisement in-a
Christchurch paper last
week:. "Unwilling, ‘unreliable,
untidy youth, 19, wants a posi-
tion. Try me." .
ROADCASTING of the
_ municipal election’ resultsfrom 3YA -did not finish untilafter 2.a.m. on Thursday morn-
ing.

(CLEM DAWE and his ‘revuecompany, now in Auck-
land, have been playing in New
Zealand for a year» This con-
stitutes something of a recordfor ‘g.visiting company.
AUCKLAND'S new mayor, 2
Citizens’ representatives

tinds himself at the head’ of a
Labour. council, while: Christ-
church’s. Labour mayor now
heads a Citizen’s council.

SirCHARLES KINGSFORDSMITH wanted £150 from
each of two North Island men
who wanted to cross the ‘Tas-}
man’ in: the Southern . Cross.
They ‘chose to travel by the
Monowai. 2

Fue Jubilee parade in Dun-
_» e@din, owing to the wet
ground, bad to be split into
three sections. The 4YA an-
nouncer. was faced with the
t sk of describing all three
practically ‘simtiltaneously.

Manin ‘NEY, former Wel-_, °, lington girl, played a big
part in ‘the morality play,
"Hveryman," in London at
Raster. Her: first managerial
venture; "Mrs, Nobby Clark,’}
was a "flop."
"TEE FORE BRACH": (Mr.Forbes Eadie) was a dis-
appointed man last week. Af-
ter being informed that he had
won his seat on.-the Harbour
Board, .:he awoke. the -next
morning to find that a mistake
had been made.

(HRISTCHURCH'S: Mayor

d
(Mr. D. G. Sulliyan, M.P.)

told a reporterthat he took
strong exceptionto some of the
electioneering remarks of two
sucessful: Citizens’ candidates
in the municipal elections-
Hon, W. Hayward and Dr. A.
©, -‘Sandston.
'

HotSkotta
More than a million votes
: had to’be counted in the
‘Auckland municipal elections.

(ONCRETING ‘is practically|. . finished on the nine floors
of the new Dunedin post office.

S2®VENTEEN thousand-Dun-edin. people have: alreadyseen New Zealand’s first
talkie, "Down on the Farm."

SEEN in Albert Park, Auck-land, last Friday: Two
women, both wearing expen:sive fur coats, fighting.
HAWKS BAY station-
owner was the first to book
a through passage from Aus-tralia to England on an Im
perial Airways’ aeroplane. :

WELLINGTON is making
_
various arrangements.for
entertaining the Japanesenaval men who arrive this
week.
HE English pianist, By

Penn, plays from 1YA on
Wednesday. His’ principal!
piece is Beethoven’s "Moon.
light Sonata."
AN DONNELLY, associate
editor of the Christchurch
"Sun," and author of a ‘book
recently. published by J. M.
Dent, returned from Europethis week.

q

‘

‘"fAortnanpnr," of 1ZM
7 (Mrs. M. A. Dreaver,ly-P.) polled more votes than
jany other candidate in the
Auckland municipal elections.
Her total was 17,0138. . She istow a member of the Hospital
Board,

‘THE following extracts areculled from an interview
given to the "Isle of Man Ex
aminer" by an Englishmanwho visited New Zealand re
cently :-~
New Zealanders seem to
have eliminated the. words"sir," "madam," "please," and"thank you" from the ‘lan
\yuageThe country is over-run with
insect pests, including house
beetles, mosquitoes, stinging
fleas and big caterpillars.
The New Zealand girls I met
had thick, coarse, . yellow;
leathery skins, wrinkled and
lined prematurely through
screwing up the eyes to mini-
mise the effects of sun-glare. °Italians and Chinamen. do
the real work in the country.
They build the houses and
make the roads.
You are told on arriving in
New Zealand that if you. at-
tempt to tip any worker you,will be "gratuitousty insuft-
ing" him. an
The newspapers contain not-
ices of employment with "No
English need apply."


