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Wzreless—-—Pastzme or “Cranks”

S far back as the final years of the last century, 1tk
is claimed, Dunedin experimenters Were delvm"
into .the new problem of wireless transmission’and.

reception.

few yards to 2 few miles.

to-day. Ten or eleven years went by,
when King George the Fifth came to the throne the ranks
of the enthusiasts had grown to a dozen or more,

Speech broadcasting was a development of the science

that was unknown, but the young men who were interested

in Morse work continued with their experiments, and were
}tttly encouraged by every new discovery they made.
"They . watehed for every American mail coming in, so
: {‘imt they might learn what Marconi and de Forest and one
or two others were doing, and they keenly “gwotted 111)
and built new cirenits as they came to hand.

I is almost impossible to recall who all the local wire-
less men were twenty-five
years ago—only sketchy ve-
cords of their work are avail-
able—but the name of Mr.
Stark, who was a very keen
“ham,” tomes to mind, DMr.
Stark, who ig now resident in
Mezxico, was the owner of 2
most impressive collection of
gear, and, in collaboration
with a friend, established re-
gular communication from the
city of Portobello across the
harbour. Other pioneers more

‘\01' less in the Hmelight -
the fiwe were a My, lxobmqo‘)
and Mr. Bucbauan. Valves
were unheard-of components
of cither transmitting or re-
ceiving sets, and it was impos-
sible to buy the latter any-
where in town-——the experi-
menters had to construct their
owin, so that the total number
of those trying fo further the
cause of wireless was neces-
sarily  limited, However,
these few men continued to
spend all f{heir spare time
withh ¢heir fascinating hobby,
[using strange coherers in con-
junction with eleetric bells for
the sending of messages, and
“all sorts of paraphernalia -

Actzvzty Among Dunedzn
thn the ng Came to ihe Tkrane

) 1ncnts were eut . short
-will be 1emembe1'ed the first valves were mtroduced w

.the still - small "band - of interested persons.
‘. were fitted to the face.of & wueless panel by means.of

Their success at the time was regarded-
with amazement by their friends--messages in. code were .
actually sent and received over distances varying from &
'They foresaw the developmert -
of communication by means of wireless, but-it iz doubtful °
if tbey vismalised what it would mean to the people of
and at the timse -

Marconi ewxperimenting in his gardtn wbout 35 //c'ars ago.
The primitive-looking set in front of him was the parent
of the high-powered iramsmitiers of to-dwy.

Enthaszasts

< ! .

: lllliul!lllllllllllIlltll’llllllllilllil!lIIl|llllllllimu!llIillllllllllil[llllll"‘ h
."’I’O-da,y  lien h’ls Magesty (left) 8its. before |
% wucrophone he: Lnows thot his. vowe will,
- " be: heard ‘i -every part of the Empme.- .
. When the'  King came "to the, Throne.
cxactly 25 years ago: wireless uas v
ya’rded as @ hobby for “cmnlos e
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that_bore little relation to hodern equ1pment R 2" o

Then came’ the Great War, and most, of their experr
“During the - period of confliet,”

These tube<

clips, ‘aud satlsfactomly carried. out thelr duties. Imme-

. diately after -the war - experxments were started with a

view to radiating speech for the benefit of those fortunate

‘enough to possess the nhecessaty receiving appazatus, and

in 1921 Dr, R. Jack, working in conjunction with Mr. J.
Sutherland (bof:h are still Dunedin residents), made the
first actual bwadcasts of music in New Zealand. The trans-
mitter was located at the Otago Un1ver51ty, and at certain
times announcements were made in the loeal papers to ths
effect that the gtation would be on the air for specified
hours on given days. Not long after this a group of those
wlho had become interested in the broadeasts met to form
the presént Otago Radio Association, and to devise ways
and means . of :building their own transmitting set for the

purpose of provxdmff more regular entertainment for those

who had assembled their owi
receivers. Those were the
days when large numbers of
citizens gathered at their
friends’ houseg to listen in
awed silence to broadcast
music and speech.

After that the association
secured a transmitter of a
.more modern type from the
CQity Corporation, and so the
good work continued. So far
as can be ascertained, no
other persom in the country
was yet broadcasting music.
Then came Mr. F, J. O’Neiil
to the group of broadcasters,
and he was Iollowed shorily
afterwards by Mr. N. Arun-
del, and wireless was then a
more or less accepted thing.

It is interesting to mention
that Mr, F.'J. O’'Neill, whose
call-sign was 4YA, sold his
gear to the mnewly-formed
Broadeasting Company, who
shifted it to the New Zealand
and South Seas Dxhibition
site, where it operated daily
under the call VLDN. When
the exhibition closed the
transmitter was again shifted
to rooms in Moray Place, and

(Continued on page 58.)



