
Exvironment of cultured speech is,Ithink, of untold. benefit to the subconscious mind of youth, and the speech of
the New Zealand youth is now. in the
melting pot. Some are developing quite
a Cockney twang, others the more com
mon. of the expressions from the.Ameri
can films, and between the two there is
very little decent English spoken. Pos
sibly it would be difficult to find an
nouncers with the right type of. voice.I have met very few in New Zealand.
However, there are quite a number of
Oxford and Cambridge men out here
who are doing very little good for them
selves, yet who have just those.qualities
of speech which are so desirable. Of
course, we do not want the exaggerated
Oxford drawl, but happily that appears
to have died a natural death.
In conclusion, I hope that somebody
else who is interested in the welfare
of the youth of this country will assistin a matter which is rapidly becomingof national import to New Zealand.-

CAIUS
Christchurch.

Answers to Correspondents
N.E. (Mt. Hden): The announcer at
that time is Mr, Collins,
Dunedin (Dunedin): Arrangementshave been made already as far as 2YA are
concerned to broadcast the "Houseboy"series between 8 p.m. and 8.40pm. "Uband Zeb" are to be featured on Fridays
between 9 p.m. and 10 pm. Tor theother transmissions we suggest that you
communicate with the respective stations.

"MIKADO" JUBILEE

Universally Popular
F a yote could be taken, withall the
Gilbert. and Sullivan enthusiasts
throughout the world as the electorate,
to decide which of the’ operas was. the
first favourite, there can, be little doubt
that "The Mikado" would come out
easily at the top of the poll, The story
is one of the most delightfully absurd
in the whole series, and the final solu-
tion of the awful difficulties in which
the characters find themselves is so
cunningly delayed until the very last
moment, and. is then somirth-provoking
in its swift cutting of the Gordian
Knot, that it never misses its effect of
hearty laughter, no matter how often
it is heard.
The personages, too, are so happily
contrasted, offering splendid seope for
whimsical fun and for finely lyrical
tunes, that Sulivan had one of his very
best chances here. The music, even
apart from the tale, is all delightful.whether it be the sentimental airs of
the soprano or the. tenor, or the Lord
High Dxecutioner’s whimsical songs,
or the Mikado’s grim humour... —

The ninth in the immortal series of
comic operas, it came after "Princess
Ida," which on its production failed
to win the whole-hearted welcome
which had been given to the others. It
may be that the satire which is its basis
was of too subtle an order to find fayouywith audiences which had learned. to

look for more obvious fun, Howeverthat may be, the immediate: success of
"The. Mikado" more than atoned .for
any lack of appreciation given 10
"Princess Ida," and the whole world. of
music immediately hailed. the new
york
as the best which had yet appear-

ed,
The present radio revival at 1YA,
2YC, 38YA and 4X¥O on. Tuesday, May 7,
is most appropriate, falling as it doeswithin the jubilee year of its originai
production. "The Mikado" started its
long run of 672 nights on March 14,
1885, and has since been playedmore
often and inmore places than it would
be at all easy to count.
According to Gilbert. himself, ‘The
Mikado" was suggested by the slipping,
in his studio, of an old Japanese sword

to the floor. He picked it up, ponder-
ed over it, and thought of the Japanese
village recently established at Knights-
bridge as a living miniature’ of the
Oriental homeland, With WKnights-
bridge so nedr, Gilbert overlooked no
opportunity for stage realism. The
company of the Savoy was specially
coached by Knightsbridge Japanese ofboth sexes in all the ‘intricacies of
Nipponese deportment:" —

:
They were taught to walk with the
mincing steps of tiny feet; they were
initiated into the subtle language of thefan; the three little maids learned the
hiss which translated. the English gig-
gle. "The Mikado," true to the Savoy
type, proved to be ‘Topsy-Turveydom
tricked out in cherry blossoms and
chrysanthemums.

Is Your radio only
HALF
A SET?
A radio that cannot receive short-
wave stations i8 giving you only
HALF the pleasure and entertain-
mentwhichmight beyours. The
mostmodern sets are all-wave,all-
worldreceivers-~ATWATERKENT
ALL-WAVE RADIO, bringing yol:
the latest news, music and enter-
tainment from the four corners of
theeartha8well as from local and
overseas broadcasting stations.
Nowis the timetoreplaceyour set:

change to an

ATWATER KENT
ALL-WAVE
Alongside 18 illustrated the_ excep-
tionallypowerful, marvellouslyJen-
sitive, ATWATER KENT ALL-
WAVE Model 447 thatwill bring
you programmcs from thousandsof
miles awaywith remarkable volumc
and delicatelypure and undistorted
tone. The 4-wave-banddialmakes
tuning simple. Beauty of appear-
ance combineswith theprecisionof
AtwaterKent workmanship to pro-
duce thisoutstandingmodel

Yourmearestdealerwillgladb) demonstrate, 01" wwrite
NZ. Distributors:C. & A= ODLIN &Co,,LTD,,Wellington.


