Friday, Aptil 26, 1935,

P HILE we. hsben enraptured to’
f “the Hawauan guzt’tr wailing its
" wistful melodies (“esactly like
a siek Litten,” as my iittlé boy
vsed to say of it), how maxy of
us reahse that we are hstenn:wr to a cleveuy
faked New York product Whlch hag ‘8§ much
r(.i,;ltmn to real Island usic ag” thy “reader
hag to the ‘Grand Tork?  The old- traditional
tu?:é of “Hawaii are few and fax between,
all the “Islang” recordings we héar are
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On t?ae left i3 the wmteudomed “palace” of
" the Queen of Tonga, Ii-ds near the water-
front gf Nukualofg. Relow is o view from
one of the muny caves, with ¢ netive adding

. a pwtwesqua totch.

but siekly imitations of Somethmg that has

been ‘murdeted and perverted by civilisation. : e o

‘The aitclent melodies of the Maori, too, have su{tered -
an eclipse under clevér scoring; they are recorded and -
brogdedst all over the world, but the soft sweet sounds of
the driginalfausic are Iost in the dm of the world’s orchestraxs .
and -jagz-bands, . - " -

Theve 45, however, still a song we never hear, a serene
and. happy “lilt that is ds old. as Wve and as spontaneons-as

a bird’s call,.a real song of the Islaids, not artificially con . ..

cocted in New York, but. handed. down .from generation_to_
generation in-the lovely. Islands of the immediate Sonthern
Seag—Tongd, Samoa and Fiji. With the excepfion of the
“I‘ijian" Farewell” this sun-soaked musi¢ is as yét'uurecowl N
-.Thé only way te.hear it.is to go theve, EEEES
~In -the wintet, fashionable Hugiand rvepairs . its dealtd .
by getting: ‘a coat- of. suntan pp the Mediterranean coast
‘Palefaced society girls go to Nice or to the West Indies to
ecuperate: - This health-saving nabit is not yet ak faghion

'ab}e i New Zealand as'it will - become in time, tlrongh our~
upper ten” do to some extent patronise the Riviera-of the
South Seas—the Islands.

“These people usually retyrn with.
unvest in. their béarty and woader in their eyes. They have
had-a glimpse of paradise and cannot forget it.

Monga. is perhaps the loveliest and most unusial 68 a1l
1t is.a-mixture- of fairyland and. comic_opera. Here grows: -
the famous ironwood tree with its foliage as fine .as.qspary ..
gup fern, here.are the cocomut palms; with theu
crowns; of feuthety fronda ten to-fifteen feet long tossing
elght‘ ‘feef:- or.more yp-in the. air on thefr slender ti:lir'ifs
. griesfyl and 1esxhent -as a steel-spear. Capitalismi ‘ha§ nevey’
migle.a emder heap or slave settlement of Tonga
find .grags 3. soft,carpet to walk on, so the streets are pav-
d” 'mth shmt Brass—aA . most comfm'tm,, armngoment foe
i y_‘f,eet Samuch of Tonga s falryiand. Now forthe conic

opéra aspert..

starey .

. The. Queen of ‘L'onga has a white domed palace g&eam-
- {ug in- the sun -op the-sed-begeh at Nukualofa, - Pillais. and
towers Leﬂect the dazzlmf{ sunhght “YWhite alabastes” ane
Sasps. But no. It is not ‘even ‘marble. - Upon elose inspee:
Lion. it proves to be painted-wood,. The effect of stage. scen

- ery- is complete when the - ‘Tongan army eomes into view—

a-handful of brown-faced solrhery wearing the scatle| coats
and black trousers-of the Vlctoman efd. “The Toumne “of
the ofd days had. two rulers--an earthly king wha did all

The governing and a heavenly king who was worshipped as

A god.
nlayed up to each other when expediency demanded.

These worked amicably side by side, and nu doubt
Natir

. "ally, thevefore, the Chapel Royal stands beside the King's
- Palace on the beach.

Here there is'afine native ehoir, which
bas a wide rvepertoire, from-Handels “Halleluojah Chorus”
to the Tong.m Natjopal Anthem, a fine dignified piece which
any nation might be. ~)r0ud of. Tongan voices are rather
like Maori vowes—deep, u(h and powequl The old hetedi-

“tary instrument of the place 1is, of course, the tittle wooden

wnitar, almost tike a ukutele; but the new nationa! instru-
ment is . .. guess? But-yon never will . the mouth- organ !
This the Tongnus play as it is played in no other langd

The women of Tonga have e‘:ceedmgly fine figures.
They are not forced tc work, ‘as ave the women of the other
islands. The men say it makes a Womar ngly tc work all
day in the sun. They prefer béanty to- monetary gain, s most
endearing trait in the Pongan-chavacter.. Hence the houvy
gerene countenince of the girl of this blest Island, the pobie
upright carvinge, the >unhuw‘ied dl'rn!tv -m(l ahm‘m of theic

" demeanour.
~Hepe theg - - o
. and are pot duplicated anywhere else on-earth..

of: thiq leland are unusual in-the extreme
For Instance
there'is the Grove of Bats.” Phis js a group of rwveuty. or
tlluty [arge treeb, pach of which is covered with' ﬂymg tmres
(Coutinued on page 51. ) ’ ‘

The . Sl(yhtsj 1N

ever }{ear



