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Shakespeare To Music
Much Discussed Opera
From 3YA

VHIE recent broadecast of the com-
plete tragic opera, “Otello,” by
Yerdi, constitutes something of u rved-
letter event for 3YA, Christebnrch
Did Verdi really understand our na-
tional bard? Some think not. Did be
aive us Shakespeare’s characters pure
and simple? Mr., Bernard Shaw re-
torts that he gave us monstérs, and the
fumous actor, Tommaso Salvini, blunt-
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1y mfozmed Verdi that. bis Iago svas
not Shakespeare’s Iago at all.

“You, Verdi,” he exdalmed indignant-

1y, “hwe made him a melodramatie
villain with his Credos and his outery
of ‘Weco il leone’” (for both of which
Boito, the librettist, and not Verdi, the
composer, wWas 1espon31ble, by the way).
The Ingo. of Verdi’s imaginatior, “the

spare tall fignre with the high 1ecedm;*‘

forehead and the little piercing eyes
close to the nose like the eyes of a
monkey,” is indeed no longér a fiendish
man, but the very devil incarnate.

Nevertheless, he shares with Flagen
(in Wagner's “Twilight of the Gods")
the rare distinction of being the most
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16 YOUR SEE POWER HUNGRY ?

or is it struggling bravely to give you good radio

against the overwhelming odds of an inadequate

battery!

Why not give a good set the power it

deserves?—-an EVER-READY Battery.  The

" is not forgotten,

EVER-READY Heavy Duty or EVER-READY
SUPERDYNE will both supply a steady stream of
vital power, sufficient for all radio "B’ battery needs
~—and then a lot more!

When you buy an EVER-READY Battery you know
you are getting a product that enjoys a world-wide
reputation for POWER, RELIABILITY and LONG
LIFE.

THE WORLD’S BEST BATTERIES

.

Friday, April 19, 1935,

arresf:mo villain in the whole xange of
opera. Gounod’s Mephiste is a mere
milksop-in comparison. Iago's “Credo”
may be a trifle empty and theatrieal,
put it is, notwithstanding, both power-
ful and dramatically effective. More-
over, his malicioits tale .of Cassio’s
dream has never been equalled in its
haunting and deadly suggestlon of sin-
jster mystery.  This music bas, in-
deed, “the velvet tread and the danger-
ously alert eye of a panther stalkmw
its prey.’” .

© Salvini’s accusation has oceasionany
been echoed by persons of literary cul-
ture, who have evidently mnot yet real-
ised that—for better or for worse—
Verdi is the only composer who. has
proved bimself worthy to coliaborate
with Shakespeare. He delighted in ca

ling the dramatist “Papa.’
manhood *Anthony and Cleopatra”

had awakened hisinterest. He wanted
for a long time to set “King Lear” to
music. The pitiable tlavesry of “Mac-
beth” supplied by the librettist, Piave.
however. In  this
amusing effort we find Lady Macbeth
'sings o Drinking Song (Brindisi) -a la
Jago, with a chorus. of lusty murderers
in hot pursuit of Banguo. “Otello”
is the first work in which Verdi's power

-1 of eharacter drawing is fully developed,

and his mastery of dialogue is superb.

The opera is in four acts. It differs
from the play, inasmuch as -it passes
over the first act of the tragedy which
treats of the courtshin and marriage
of Desdemona. For sake of opexatlc,
economy, Bioto, the librettist, mal
the opera commence with the arrival of:
the Moor in Cyprus. The time is the,
fifteenth century, and the scenes are
laid in Cyprus, of which Otello ig Gov-
ernor, on behalf of Venice. The opera
was first produced at La Secala, Milan,
on Februnary 5th, 1887. The broad-
rast version was Dy a present-day La
Scala company.
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ATEST use for cathoderay tubes
may supply a mofern equivalent

for the old English shop-sign. Inside
bulbs about a foot long, are put fluores-
Icent anodes worked into figures, such
:as. a boof, or a bleeding heart, or 2
‘erown angd anchor; these arve in varioug,
colours, up to 400 different tints, am

.are made to glow under the impact of

the electron str eams.

'MUSSOLINI wants every Itahan vil-

lage to have its own wireless sef,
and has appointed the Secretary of t‘w
Fascist Party, Signor Starace, to be
President of . Radio Rurale, or the
Rural Radie Corporation. There are
50,000 rural schools, and the Govern-
ment has decided that Radio Rurale
must force the radio manufacturers
to sell a five-valve set, the “Radio-
rurale,” to scheols at 600 lire; the
cost must be borne by  the schools
themselves, or by pnvate pelsons. Th
scheme has run eight months, but sg
far only 3000 schools have sets, |

J & Nelson were alive to-day he wonld
be an airman—Capiein Norman
Macmilign.
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