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nghbmws Look at Musical Comedy

“Jill, Darling,” New London Show Shortly to be Seen in New Zealand
Pralsed by All Sorts of Critics—Wellington Repertory Thea’cre
Has Big Plans Under Consideration.

The following wnole on “Jill,
Darling,” taken from ihe “Chris-
tian Science Mownitor,” is interesi-
ing dnasmuch as that popular
musicol comedy has recently beon
bought by J. O, Williamson, Limit.
cd, for prescntation in Austrqlic

and New Zealand, “Jill, Darling”
was first produced at the Saville
Lhegire, London, on December 18,
1934,

EVERY now and again . there is pw-

duced & musical comedy which th
experts vie with one another in pmm
ing. Such a one iy “Jill, Darling,” re-
cently presented at the Savule Theatro,
London., Perhaps this entertainment
may serve to explain what it ig in good
musical comedy that so enchants the
hegrts of those highbrows to whom &
“Qilly Symphony” is almost asy amys-
ing as Proust.

The fact seems to be that musicesl
comedies provide certain satisfactions
that used to be -catered for in the
straight drama, but are g0, at least
temporarily, vo longer. In “Jill, Darl-
ing” there are several taking songs,
vlnch answer o a natural delight in
yhythm and in melody. In the Eliza-
bethan and the Caroline drama this
delight is communicated in many a
musical and telling phrase; and Lhe
actors of the nineteenth century, deal-
ing with  even the most fustian
material, would .impose upon it a
melodie eharm of their own, through
sheer virtuosity of speaking,” Buf this
music has vanpished from both modern
play writing and modern acting, and

a -poor substitute hag to be found in

the simple tunes of musical comedies.
“I'm On a See-Saw,” which ~ Miss
Lonige Browne and Mr. John 'Mills
sing and dance with such an abund-
ance of pleasant sentiment, is the best
we can do till someone rediscovers the
trick of writing things like, “If ever
thon would’st hold me in thy heavi.
Absent thee from felicity, awhile.”

Allied to thiz are the rhythm and
the disciplined direetions of the chorus
dancing, of which “Jill, Darling,” in
('omman with most satisfactory musi-
cal comedies, provides a genepous ak
lowance.

Furthermore, musical comedy is tlie
stronghold of what is sometimes call-
ed ‘the theatre of personality Nowit-
days, people go to see such and such a
play, whereas 30 years ago they went
10 see such and such a player. But in
musical ¢omedy there are still actors
like Jack Bnehanan, Stanley Luping
and Iesle Henson, whose presence
dominates and determines the nature
of the plece in which they appear
Arthur. choe, chief eomedian of “J ul
Darling,” is not yet quite of thig nohle

company, but he is a promising candi-

date for membership. His impersona-
tion of the Atlantic Ocean and a light-
house is in the very best trﬂdllmns nf

British humour. THis oceasional pnns
are portenfous, and he does one unes-

. cherry

© three plays edch year.

* producing talent to call upon.

»The Distall 8ide.,” John vap

pected quick ehange which leaves the
audience gasping with surprise and ad-
miration,

Finally, as =a friend obsexrved.
“Musieal comedy always exhilarates
me because it gives the impression thal
anything may lappen.,” It creates =2
and inconseguential  world of
its own, in which the most unlikely
and optimistic events are continnally
occurring, Policemen dance round the
Peter Pan statue in Kensington Gar-
(ens, young men unable to pay their
incomé tax manage easily to maintain
houses big enoug h to entertain a couple
of ‘hundred guests, and famous Hun-
garian singers turn out to he old
schoolday friends, Musical comedy in
fact has taken. possession of that wuni-
verse of fantasy which the straight
drama left vacant when Sir James
Barrie (temporarily, one hopes) went
ont of business gome years ago.

R Wellington Rope1tmy Theatre has
planned a busy year for ite 1935-30
seagon. Hitherto the society has presented
four plays annually. Tt has been decided
to increase the number of productions to
six annually. Membership has increased
with extraordinary rapidity over. recent
months, This fact has enconraged the
committee of the society to take this im-
portant step. The society has been for-
tunate. enough o seeure the services of
both Messrs, V. &, W auchop and Lep du
Chateau as pl'oducer': My, Wanelop will
produce.three plays-.and Mr, du Chateau
Wellington is for-
tunate -indeed@ in having thls wealth of
- The plays
to be produced .over .the: next
months will he drawn from the following
list :—Jbsen’s “The Lady from the Sea,”
Druten;
“Sixteen,” by Aimee -and Thilip
Stewart; “Six Characters in Search o
an Author,” hy Pirandello;

- but this is not easy fo conceive, {or,

fwelve -

“Autumr. '

Crocus,” by 0. L. Authony; “Waste,” by
Granville Baker and “Children in Uni-
form.” The society intends to maintain
its full programme of readings and ole-
act play evenings. Mr., W. S8, Wauchop,
who has just returned from an extented
tour of the United Kingdom, Burope and
the United States, will shortly address
members on his experiences while abroad.

THL Wellington area of the British

Drama ZLeague is again holding a
one-act play competition for young people
under eighteen,. The judges are Miss
Catherine Keddell, FI.CL., (Bloe.}.
and Messrs, A. 8. Favquhar nnd . Kees-
ing, all of Wellington.

THE well-known Wellington actress,

Miss Marie Ney, ig at present play-
ing in London with her company, in *Mrs,
Nobby Clark.,”” Miss Ney told “The Ob-
server” (London) that ghe rhinks her
new part is something slightly different
from anything that she has yet attempted ;
since
her Shakesperign days at the Old Yie.,

‘she has played a-very fair vaviety of parts.

The 1)1ay is not, apparentlv, a tragedy,
nor is it.in any dase—ag its title tends
fo suggest—a fm’oo

Tﬂlu Canterbury Repertory Nociety’s
annual: teport has been pl‘e%nLEd and
during the year six full-length plays were

. ploduced, and four evenings were devoted_
being |
managed by Professor .J, Shelley.. assist:

to one-act plays, the- ]woducimn

¢d by Mr. Bernard Beeby. One of the
studio groups won the -local competition

oreanised by the Brliish Dramg League. .

The next plav scheduled for produotmn
is “Dr, -Inoek,” which will be preseuted
on March 3¢ and April 1 and 2. . Other
produdtlom will be first presented on May

5, Jnly 21. %pi ember 28 and Novem-
bm'

30,

THE THIRD ONE FROM THE LhFT IS... WeIl never mind who she is.
maln thing is that they are all very easy to look at,

 The
If you want a formal introduc-

tion they are the Goldwyn Girls and they help Eddie Cantor in “‘Kid Millions,” which
is due for release in” Auckland and Wellington this weck,



