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National‘ Broadcasting System
~»Looking Over Australia’s A Class Stations

The first part of the following ar-
ticle was supplied to the “Radio Re-
cord” by Major W. I'. Conder, yener-
abwanager of the Australion Broud-
casting Commission. The portion
dealing with ihe Melbouwrne netion-
«l stations was supphed by the Vie-
torian division of the AB.C,

BIxOADCAS‘l‘ING started in Australia

towards the end of 1923. when pri-
vate companies began to operate under
licenses from the Government,  their
revenue coming frow specific licenses to
listen to their sta-

presenting 9.62 per cent., of the popula-
“tion of the Commonwenlth, This total
had been reached in slightly more than
vight years., The fact that the total

" number of licenses is now close to 700.000

and the percentage, accordingly, slightly
iz :xcess of tem, is a strong indication

" that the work of the Commission has not
_ been altogether unsuceessful, for its third

year of oflice has not yet councluded. Of
course, it must not be forgotten that
there ave in this country some 50 B sta-
tions, all providing regular programmes;
ne doubt they countribute substantially

tions, all sets being

- telephone channel to all national

tious of Melbourns, are broadeasting to
228,000 listeners in Vietoria programmes
of entertainment and educational value,
On about three evenings a week 3LO, the
senior Victorian station, has the respou-
sibility of initiating the national pro.
sramme, which is relayed over the lamd-
Iine network of 4300 miles of ‘spécial
sta-
other States of the Commou-

So that simultaneously the

item is heard fav
north  of - Rock-

tions in
weglth.

sealed to ome or
another of the ex-
isting wavelengths,
This practice was
followed for only &

in Australia.
About that time,
however, the Com-
monwealth Goveru-
ment decided that
broadeasting hbad
become a matter of

taking.

Message to N.Z. Listeners

.to which we wish all success in the valuable work which 1t is under-
If, as we are assured, our own programmes are often heard
undistorted even over that wide sea which separates us from your
Domin‘on, we earnestly hope that this has not only added something to
the pleasure you derive from broadeasting, but also given you a more
intimate glimpse of our outlook and actnnt!es, and so helped to reduce
the distance between us.

~.  hampton (Queens-
land) to far west
nf Ueraldton
(Western Aus-
tralia), by a poten-
tial  audience of

short time, after . . $ o

which a general - From A . B. C‘. Chalrman (681,634 listeners. .
listening license - : o ) . . . On  October 13
was issued, and the: The following message hus been received by the *Redio Record” from ~last 3LO commem-
: resultant * vevenue Mr W. J. Gleary, chairman of the Anstralinn Broedeasting Commission orated its tenth an-
iapportioned - be- niversary. It had
~taveen the variouns IT gives me great pleasure to extend cordial greetmgs to New Zealand opened in 1021

J stations operating, listeners. Close and firm bonds of interest and friendship have with  an lListorie

* This method was always existed between these two neighbourmg outposts of the British broadeast -~ the
not by any means Empire. I feel sure that the advent of broadcasting has made, and will farewell to Grand
11“5“0('95515}1]» ml'ﬂ continue to make, those bonds both closer and stronger. Opera of ‘the late
hy June 50’..12-2&.1 A We in- Australia have warmly welcomed the courteous co-opera- 'Pame Nellie Me'lb:}
there were 270.507 tio bly offered t by the N Zealand Broadcasting Board - in the role of Mimi
licensed  listeners n invariably offered to us by the New Zealand Broadcasting Board, n “Ta Boheme.”

Since then thig sta-
tion has consistent-
ly set a standavd
for all other sta-
tions in the origin-
ality and popular .
uppeal of its pro-

too great national , (S’ig“ed) W. J; CLEARY: . gramines. It has
importance tn he % Chairman of the Ausiralian Broadcasting Commission, Sydney. heen fortunate in
left any longer on _ havizg had praecti-
tirely in the hands cally  throughout
of commercisl ¢inn- - its existence, firat

. panies, aml took over on a valu.ltmu the
complete equipnmrent of the A siations;
it 4id not. as yet. seek to control directly
the provision of progrommes, and these
were aveanged for it for the next three
-years nuder contract.

On July 3, 1932, however. the Aus
tralian bwadcastmrf Commission. whien
had been called into existence shortly be-
fore by an Act of Parliament, began its
official function of providing programmes
from the 12 vational stations, while the
Postmaster-General’s  Department, fo
which the: tec
stations had nlready been enfrusted, ie-
mained responeible for that «ide of the
work,

-The Commission cons;sted of 4 chair-
man, a vice-chairman fnd three ordinary
members, all being people of publie stand'
ing appomted by the Government
Oouncll to form a board of <uperwsmn
The actual personnel -of the w«taff re-
mained mueh ae it had bven under pri-
vate control.

When the Commission was uppoii;lml'

there were 309,945 licenses in force, re-

tachnical operation of these -Of musical

- tary

to the license increases, but, at the same
tine, when one realises (hat in the three
years immediately preceding the consti-
tution of the- Commission the increase in
licenses was only .79  per .cent, of popn-
Iation, anid t{mx in tie two and a bhalf
years of the Commissiou's opevation the
increase was 4.52 per cent., one cau
searcely deny that by far- the greatest
influenre is wielded by the n'mona] ser
viee,

One interesting leatire of the work ol
the national service iz the development
eombinations, which include
symphiony and concert orchedtras, a mili-
band dasee bands. chornses  and
choirs. and already escellent rvesults have
been obtained in this manner, The work
will be continued apd expanded in the
future, and wili, no doubt, do great ser-

viee to music¢ in this part of the world

Mali-eurne’s National
Strtions

OLL an average of about 82 homrs »
week 3LO and. 3AR, national sta-

s g puvately-owncd A station and then
1% a (overnment concern, the continuity
of supervision by Mr. T. W. Bearup.
manager for Vietoria for the Australian
Broadeasting Comwmission, who drafted
ity first programme, and is stiil guiding
its much more varied forms of enter-
ainnient to-day.

Since its introduectlion ten yems ago,
vireless broadeasting has made rapid and
rontinnows progresy in Vietoria, From
the small beginnings of amateur experi-
menters it soon passed to the stage when
piivate companies were granted A class
and B class licenses to broadeast, and .
when tliose ecitizens who owned receiving
sets paid fees for the privilege of listen-

ing to the programmnies provided.

Following ave the licenses in force i
Vietoria since the inauguration of broad-
apgting i —

20,280 030 ..... 140,072

025 ...,
M2 ..., GHOST 1081 ..., 137,205
ST Vo 118,005 032 ..., 139,102
1928 ,.... 137,798 1083 ...,. 171,818
1920 ..., M2750 0 1034 ...0.

226,025



