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Jew

RESUME PRECEDING ACITS

N the Inn at Wildbad, Josef Suss

Oppenheimer and his friend Lan-
dAuer neet Karl Alexander, a cousin
of the reigning Duke of Wurttem-
burg. Suss has a presentiment that
the Prince is his stepping stone to
power and 1ng1at1ates himself with
Karl. His belief ig confirmed by the
propuecy of his uncle, Rabbi Gabriel.
Karl Alexander will ghortly be the
Duke of Wurttemburg, The predic-
tion is veritied, Karl becomes the
Duke of Wurttemburg with Susg as
his IMinancial Counsellor.

- Unknowan to Xarl, Suss has a fifteen-
vear-old daughter, Naomi., The Jew
understanding hig master's weakness
for the opposite sex - guards h.-q
motherless child by placnw her in
the custody of the Rabbi, who resides
in the qulet forest of Hirsau. To the

coronation ‘ball Suss invites Magda- -

line Sybitle, the daughter of the Lord
President of the Council, Weissensee.

Ile had fallen in love with her at

their first meeting on the Willdbgd
Road,, Karl, espying the Demoigeile
Weissensee, orders Susg fo arrange

that the girl be conveyed to his bed--

room. Suss objects. Karl insists, and
the Jew, rather than endanger his
power, sacrifices the girl he loves.
Weissensee,
offer of honour and promotion, .is
embittered at the outrage of his
daughter and resolves to be revenged
on the Jew. He has learned of the
existence of Naomi.

Meanwhile Suss, baving secured
release of Seliginan, accused of the
murder of a Christian girl, has De-
come the greatest of the Jews. e
is gurprised at his uncle's insinua-
tion that-he is not a Jéw, In answer
to his questioning, the Rabbi tells
him hig mother, residing in the dis-
tant city of Frankfurt, has sent for
him to explain everything. Arriving
at- Prankturt, he learns from his
mother that Josef Oppenheimer was
not his father. From love Ietiers
handed to him by his mother, he dis-
covers that he is the son of ¥ield
Marshal von Heyersdorf. Suss is
furious at the deception practised
upon him. He is at a Toss to know
what to do. Wil he proclaim himself
a Christian or will he remain a Jew?
He resolves to leave the decision in
the bands of his daughter. While
Suss is a‘bsemL from the capltal,
Weissensee seizes the opportunity for
revenge. Conducting the Duke (o
the home of the Rabbi be reveals to
him Suss's secret, the existence of
his- daughter. XKarl’s passions are
aroused by the beauty of Naomi. He
attempis to commit an outrage aml
the child driven to frenzy jumps from
the window of her hedroom. Weis-
sensee, finding the girl dead, urges
the Duke to depart, but Karl ig.de-

termined to wait the Jew's grrival.

Suss is completely overcome: by the
tragedy. Notwithstanding his accept-
ance of the Duke’s friendship, he
swears revenge over the body of his
dead child. Returning to Stuttgart
he is appointed TIinance Director.

nomlthbtandmg Suss’s

the

Suss

Suss immediately- uses hig appointr:nc:enr
to further his revenge and issues an
edict, knowing full well iis execut-
tion w111 arounse the people of Wurt-
temburg against the Duke.

So the fourth act concludes.
ACT V. )

Suss: His Highness, Karl Alexandev,
Duke eof Waurttemburg and Teck,
wishes to buy me off, to repay me
for the death of my child. The fool!
wrong .my Lmd Duke! Wrong my
most exalted Lord Murderer! Jew

- Suss is not so simple and dense; he
ig no serf or peasant or yokel,. that
an ordinary obvious revenge should
content him . . .. he plans his ven-
geance more subily . . he seethes
and stews and cooks JL wu,h °'1eaL
care . . . . revenge Nao:m e
revenge, (music).

And now the curtam riseg on a mob
assembled in the -market place of

Stuttgart profesting against the
edict and denouncing the Duke
(angry murmur of mob).

Leader: -Silence, fellow citizens,
silence!

Leader:

are being torn from us. ... illegally,

against the Constitution which is our ‘

only protection . ,. . there is no emer-
geney in Wurttemburg . . . ..we are
not survounded by enemies. We have
only ONE.enemy , , . and who is he?
Cries of the Crowd: The Duke!

Our hberty and our 1'1ah¢:3

Adapted by Robert Waldron
from the famous novel by
Lion Feuchtwanger

Leader: The Duke, yes, the Duke seis
hig seal to the new taxes, but does
he get them?

YVoices of Crowd:
and hiy Jew!

Leader: If we Wurttemburgerg are io
hold up our heads, we must take a
strong line (sound of prancing
horses).

Cries of Crowd: Here's the Jew!
Here’s his Excellency, the Finance
Director !

Susg: Go onﬁ_coutmne your speech

Down with the Duke

\Vhat is .the strong lihe you are
"Olng {o taLe? Ah . .'I am wait-
ing.

Leadcr Pdld'on Lxcelleney, T didn't
llnnlh

you dave to in-
ault your Duke and hiy ministers . . .
baclk to your houses every.one of you.
And learn this lesson once and for all
—your first duty under the Constitu-

tion is to ‘respect and obey your -

Duke. (Cries of the crowd fade oul,
sound of prancing horses and siwvish-
ing of whip.

SC’ENE II

Yom humble smvant Hv‘hness

R . may T repeat: nghuess, your
humble sewant

Karl: Jew, you ve got me ifito a pwttv
mesg. Why in he]l’s name have youw
tightened the screw just lately ? Tlave
vou lost your cleverness?
long youw'll turn the whole- country

Suss:

Suss: Look af me. ... no man has ever been more vile to a womaen than

I have Beon to you. I deliberaiely desiroyed what might have Deen . . 4
bt I maest SU0 follow my star; s « « o wherever it louds me,
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