Members Look Closely mto New Zealand

tives: concernmg

the Broadcasting . Amendment Bill.
. soMe oﬁ ihe "\/Iemb’ew in vefefence to &11‘@ Bill.

~Radio Programmes

,'Duimg last Week~a conmderable amount of discussion took place in the House of chrcsenta-
i The {ollowmg are views expressed. by
“An outlzne of the Government’s broadcasting

. policy 3 iwag given by the Postihaster-General, "Hon. A.” Hamilton, when moving the second
, 1fead1n0‘ of the Bill in the House of Representauves

M. amﬂ-.on stdted that duung the
three yeuls the present board had beex in
existence an endeavour had been made to
- lay the'foundations of a poliey. The

. board had really blaZed the trail,  Both

it and the:advisory council had done good |
It was - proposed now to abolish .. R
. hstenels did: not’ géb what  they wanted

work.
the'* advisory council. . The policy they
- proposed to adopt was m_ainly on the lines
of the B.B.GJs policy, wlich was gener-
ally vecognised as'the 'best in the world.
The American and Australian systems
were not to .be ‘compared with it. In
Great Britain the only revenue reoe:ved

by the corporation was from lsteners’ fees. -

In that sense they were endeavouring to
follow the B.B.C. policy, rather than the

- American and Australian systems, under

which mairteriance depended upon adver-
tising, and revenue from othér services.
In the speaker’s opinion, those countries
would be glad.to revert to the Brifish sys_
tem. if they ecould. e understood that
_ there was§ a desire in some guarters "that

this ‘personnel of the hoard as proposed in
- the Bill should be reduced from: seven o

five, but’ it was necessary that there should
" be wide representation, and he considered
the appointment of seven members would
satlsfy that need. v

“Mr. ®. J. Howard‘ (Lab., - Olmstchulch

Sonth) . suggested :that the Bill would

‘mean the end of the B stauons. . e con-
~ sidered. the Government was following
 England too slavishly. A ‘eakness of
tlre Bill was that theré was no provision
. for the electiorn of members of the board.
There should be one board for the North

" Island and another for the South Island,

ds the problems of the two islands ‘were
" fotally différent.

CMr. B. A, Wright. (lncl, Wellmgton“

&ubmbs) criticised the proposal tha' the
board should be composed of seven mem-
. bc;s He considered that a great deal
. of money would be taken up by their:irav-
elling: expenses, and it was almost certain
that they would be men with two or three
other jobs.
. nel of the board’ should:be reduced from

seven . members to three—one-who undex-

" stood the technical side:of broadeasting,

. one who was gualified or who could become

qualified in selecting suitable -entertain-

ment for the radio, and a thizd who would .-

be a dirvect representative of the listeners.
- The 'money: thug saved, . -he: suggested,

qhould be used to encourage loeal talent,
" twhich at present was more discouraged -
- IIe believed that in a .
recent. poll;. 95 per. cent. of.-the listeners

- than -otherwise.

- of the ¢nd of B stations.

Jisten to.

In his opinion, ‘the person-

plumped for the B stations.
trug, survelythe /B stations were entitled
to consnielatwn buL the i1l s1mp]y gave
2 monopoly to’ “the YA stations.

Mr. A. 8. Richards (Lab.. Roslull) alse
urged for direct representation on the
board for lsteners.., e knew.that, if

from -the Minister, they would bring to
bear all the means in their power to
achieve their object. My, Richards in-
terpreted the Bill as being the beginning
The B stations
were popular with the publie, which

feaved that the standard of programmes :
- would: deteriorate if the . B smuons dis-

appeared.

. Mr. W. A‘ Veitch (Ind, \Vanoanm) .

congidered that broadeasting should :

be a monopoly. If broaddasting was left
to a few stations, listeners would not re-
ceive the programmes they desired to

listeners .a- greater choice of programme.
In his opinion, as the chairman of the
board received £650 a year, he should
give all his time to the- position, There
were very many wompetent men who
wotlld be very glad to take such a job at
the ‘money, .-

Mr. J, A, Nath (Govt Palmerston}
considered that’' wo maffer what action
nmight be taken by the:new board, unless
more sympathctle ireatment Wwas ac00rded
the B elations, there would be a storm of

protest from one end of the country to the |
The enlarging of the board from

other,
’chree to seven membets would be a dis-
tinet’ advantage, but much would depend
upon the men appointed. He considered
it was only reasonable that, the listeners
who provided the revenue should be given

- sowie representation. If they had at least

one’ representative on the board they

would feel they had an interkst in the -

coneern, .-

Rev. €, L. Cary (Lab Tnnaru‘) sug-
gested tlat the control oi broadcasting
might well be dealt with'by a committee

iof the Flouse—~—men who had been elected
~to .deal with- »mat‘ters of that kind—and
- conmdeled that this* wis especially me-
-cessary, When regard - was taken of the

engrmous inerease in  the number of
listeners in New Zealand: during the past
few yeavs, Nearly everybody had a wire-

- less sef now,.and he hoped the time would -

Soon corr ' when everyone would be ablc
to take 'advantage of th¢ bemefits broad-
‘casting offered. Mr. Carr stated that he
woitld - yather Tisten to the American or

.If that was -

.had rendered valuable service in

‘The minor stations would give.

Angtralian stations than to.any »of th'r
YA stations. Ie stated that all person-
ality, variety and charm had heen cut
out of the YA sfations, und that they

were the most soulless he had dome in
contact with. v
Mr. R. MceKeen (Lab, Wellington

South) stated that had the New Zealand
Broadeasting ‘Board adopted the same at-
titude as the B.B.C, it would have allow-
ed broadcasts by such people as Krish-
namurti, Professor A. Sewell and M.
H. D. Dickinsen,  "The “Friendly Road”
was an undenominational body; and it
the
Auckland province. That B station should
be allowed the freedom it had to-day, but
‘under th¢ Bill it was to be wiped out.
The board would have absolute - control,
and would be responsible to no one. In his
opinion that was wrong,

Mr. B. T, Tirikatene (Ind.,, Southern
Maori) and Mr, H. IIolland (Govi.,
Christchurch) boped that notbing wouid
be done to curtail the activities of ‘the
B stations. '

“Mr. -A. B. Ansell. (Govt., Chalmers)

‘was satisfied that if the publie was to

receive high-grade programmes the B sta-
tions were necessary. Ile also advecated
the encouragement of local talent, He
e\pres=ed the opinion that the removal

" of the advisory . council would definitely
- break the link between the boald and the

hstenel S..

CoMre, M. J- bavaﬂe {Leader of the Op-
position) -congidered that the Government
should uever unload its responsibility on
to any board that was not direetly respon-
sible to the people. ~The - Government
shotild* be prepared to accept the respon-
sibility of laying down a definite broad-
casting policy, and have it administered .
without fear or favour. Nothing shoug

"~ be done of ‘a harsh nature that - would

have the eftect of closing stations that
were giving a satisfactory and useful ser-
vice. Seeing that the listeners provided
all the revenue it seemed reasonable that

-they should have representation on the

board. " It might be that the radio trade
should also have some representation, The
broadcasting service should be part and
parcel of the Post and Telegraph Depart-
ment.

An’ Anckland deputation waited tipon
the;Minister at Parlisment House on Fri-
day afternoon; and expressed the view
that the Government was using the Bill
to obliterate the B stations. The deputa-
tion was from the United Listeners’ Club,
Auckland. Tt songht direct 1e1nesentat10n
for listeners on the board.. /The sugges-i
tion was that there should be two mem(

‘bers, one for each  island.

The Minister. cons;.glered "the depufa
tion’s request to be reasenable. Howeve1,

" he did not think it wise to have an elec-

tive board, but he would do.his best to
sée that the listeners had representation.



