Friday, March 15, 1935.

CR.U. Official On
Rugby Broadcasts
o the Editor.

Sir,~If a -straw ballot were
taken  throughout New Zealand
from Rugby administrators on
the question. of bhroadcasting, a
striking diversity would be no-
ticed in the views obtained. Some
unions have certain objections tu
broadcasting, while others are
Very {avuurab]e; énd Others
again, accept without complaint
( a conditions of things they, per-

haps, deem to be inevitable. Two
facts are generally accepted
without demur. - Firstly the radio
offers unigue opportunities for
educating the great mass of the
people in the niceties of the Rughy -
game, and secondly the . game.
lends itself 'admirably to the de-
scriptive powers of a good broad-~

caster—so much so, that many a
dull game has been credited with
merits that were actually lack-
mg. This results it an army of
listeners eager to tune in when a
match is on the air and brings
us to the burning question~-Do
people stop away that would
otherwise go ‘to the game, if it
were not broadcast?

A strong body of opinion in-
clines to the belief that many
:§ keen Rughy patrons have been
: kept away by the lure of the
} spoken voice, and state that if
' there is any slight reason why
they should stay away, such =as
indifferent weather, a bit of gar-
dening or something of the like,
they make up their minds read-
ity, knowing that they will get
the next best thing—a descrip-
tion of the game—over the air.

North Otago’s complaint is
typical of the attitude of some of
the minor unions where the stan-
dard of foothall and the nearness
“to Metropolitan centfes may be
the reason of the falling away in
public patronage. but they are
probably correctly stating the po-
sition as it affects themselves. As
to country football generally the
keen people still support their
own football. When North Ota-
go say they have no objection to
the broadcasting of test matches
they disclose an attitudc whichis
universal—that is, an acknow-
ledgment of a demand that must
be satisfied. In the smaller centres
it is held that golf and not radio
keeps the potential spectator
away from the side line, but what-
ever the reason it is a safe bet
that if Rugby of the best brand
is on tap, there will be plenty of
people to see it.-—] am, etc.,

J. K. MOLONEY,
Vice-president,
Canterbury Rugby Union.
Christchurch.
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. Werner Laurie, London. I have ask- . TN the next generation I think it will
ed .the ~manager of South’s Book .~ nof he woith while for a newspaper
Depot, Willis Street, Wellington, to  to tell & He; in faet, it may not live if

"wet in- touech with ‘you. There.  is it does—ilr. J. B. Athins.
suarcely enough literature heing pub- IN matters of amenity government in
lished in. this ecoimtty for a regular our island is. by long Lrvadition
feature on New Zealand books, How-  heartless and twitless. ——l’rafca.sor . M.

- ever, see page 22 in last weel’s paper.  T'redelyun.

Answers to Correspondents

Mrs. W. Mackenzie (Havelock Noivth):
Ronald Colman was married aboui
15 years ago aud divorced recently
after a Tengthy separation.

Teuan Trevecea (Alnsierton) : “Children
of the Poor” wags published by M.

T is often the wife and mother who realises to the full
the value of her husband’s A.M.P. membership.

“When we were first married,” said-a young wife
recently, “my husband had only a small income, but he
joined the A.DMLY. and took out a policy for £200. A year
later he took out one for £300. Three years later we
borrowed the money from the AMLP. to build a home, and
we felt that a third policy for £1,000 would be desirable.
We took it out, and we have never looked back since. We
feel that we have the backing of the great AM.P. in all
we do. We feel secure, and it is a very comforting feeling
{for a young couple with babies to consider.”

The Society has a book called “Investing in Happiness,”
which shows how easy it is for all men and women to
have this feeline of security, A cony will be sent to any
enquirer. Better still, ask that a representative of the
Society be sent to tell you the advantages of membership
in “the greatest mutual life office in the Empire.”

Larest Mutual Llf Offlce
in the Emplre




