. Friday, March 15, 1955.

TRIED his hotel--“No, sir,’
“Mr. Thurston’s gone out.”
I tried two of the city clubs and ‘was told. that
“Mr. Thurston has been here but he’s ‘Just gone.’
I tried the broadcasting studios. The station duec~
tor showed me into a room in the middle of which. was’
“a large .table littered with papers, -song-sheets and so
on:  Seated at the table, with a typewriter in front
-of him1, was a man of great avoirdupois, with- his coat -
off, sleeves. rolled up and a cigarette between. his Tips..
“Surely this is not Harry ’lhulslon the  English
comedian?” thought I..  To me the bur ly man looked
more hl\e one of (;.(\or Walker's wresthuv opponents. Byt
when this man swith the sleck, black hair looked at me nnd

smiled, then I knew at once that he was a ('Omedl"ll] 101' S .
 hew. 1YA; StlIle bmldmg and he says. th'tt it is one of the

Harry ‘Thurston has .got a funny face, :
« “Glad to meet you,” he said in a low pﬂ:ched bm nev
théless eheery I‘nvhsh _voice. ) His; snnle faded when
leamt that* I was a. new%papez man ani desired to- 1nt
view him. ~ “Who'in the hell ‘dg you think T am?” he ask
I knew -that Harry. Thurston: dldnt meanthat, - Ha
not heard the bursts of laughter he l*aa eremted ine)
non-teetotal ‘bar of the. Auckland Club and in ‘the steward
enclosure at the ' Epsom trotting” course a 1ew days pre
vigusly.- I know that-“Old Bill” was most:popillar and
cheery soul But, he’ 1)rm'ed a (hﬁmu]l. suluect tor an’ m~
terview. = Ie wanted to talk about anythmw and evuythmb
exeept his professmn, which was qmte unnsiuat for such-a.
tamous ‘stage and’ sereon personallty  However, T evenu‘

ally niiled him ‘down and aiter telling the droll: comedm I
that. I qid not want to w aste_his time or miy .own, we’ soon'

beean to chat about bloadcastmo and other matters
{a férw ‘veminiscences-on Mr. Thuistor's paxt 1.discove
\;ﬁlnt this is his third visit ‘to-the Dmmmon, although

rst as'a-radio artist.  Tle has many valied
all parts of New Zealand and he is cagerly.looking forward -
to his tour of the national stations as the Broadcnsting
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* said the desk clei'k, " the. world he ‘was starred at the London Hlppochome, where,

'm 1916, he was chosen by. Captam Brice Baunsf‘lthel to
-'portray the role’ of 40la Blll” in.; “The Bettez 'Ole
.Kmo and Quecn and. other membels of the’ RoyaI I‘amlly
W ele plesent at the plemlexe and 'Lftel ‘the; show personally
vcongratulated Mr Thurston on his pelfoxmance. R

o .qfﬂhstenels

riendships“in’

mqnawement
Ward, Sit/Tose

'Lhe

i

Mr. T]nuston was the ﬁlSt London comedlan Lo broaa-
. east for the B B C: Ie has- smw beeu hemd overi the. an
m many palts of the norld mcludmv I‘mnce and the East

jIIe was also’ the first Enghsh contedian ‘to be sponsmed for
- the \“'atmnal and Columbm broadcastmg systems in Amerlca

He has also blO‘tdC&st trom the prmcqul Austmlmn

i 'ﬁl“i tions.

P

I-Iamy Thmston was remarlﬂbly ent'msmstm about thn

squipped, (Ieswned and most.up. to date of any he h‘m
! seen——’md he has- seen many ‘all over the “mlﬁ

nds that 1:1(110 is. yet in. its mfancy ' “I suppose out
you have people ‘who. cr1t1c1se the broadcnstmg
Y he ‘asked,” I nodded 'I.‘hat W‘is the. same aill
d ‘e sald. Although he hdad not been more
weeks' in. New Zealand, ‘My¥, Thurston said he
aken -much mtelest in broadcastmo matters and had
to the” conclusmn ‘that’ broadcastm" was ‘in the right
. here and that the programmes. given: ,offered exee]lent :
te; amment :“Since I have been. here I~ héwe heardthe
mand for flesh -and blood artists,” ‘he said “That dernand
vsurely 'be satisfied; Také my own'case. The Broad-
stmb Board \w A8 eagel to secure my sermces ‘tor the bene-
-I svas dehghteﬂ that I was qble to neﬂ"otmto
he bom‘d and qpare the necessmy tlme to t01u ~the

]
methmw enme]v néw - and: 01'1"1!1((1 not onlv bemme of
‘iny. Dominion broadcasts, but” he(au%c nnmewus peoplo in
América .and Ausiralia. mll be l;‘ﬁ:} ,nfv m.”. ;

et



