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Tragedles of Mlstaken‘ Iden‘uty

Two Men Hanged by a Woman’s Mlstakem-lnnocence Proved Years Later »-
—Quaint Aspects of Life in India—Courtesy and Cleanhness of -
' ' German Public Servants.

MR. W. H. CARSON (4YA).

NIE of the earliest inslances of in-
nocent men heing put to death as

a rexult of mistaken identity occurrved
in the case -of Clinch and Mackly.
which took place as long ago as 1797,
These two men were tvied before Sir
ITash Grose. a fawmous judge at that
time,
Sidney IFryer. TFryer’s cousin, = Ann
Iryer, swore that at about 8 o’clock ou
the eveniug of May 7, 1797, she and
Sidney Fryer were walking along a
lane toward Islington. Suddenly a man
appeared in front of them and when al

a distance of aboul 12 feet from Miss -

Iryer he fired the fatal shot nt bher
cousin. Immediately afterwards the
wan, who had a silk handkerchief tied
cver the lower part of his face, took
from Miss Fryer what money she had
and disappeared over a. stile, An ae-
complice who until this-time had not
taken an active part in the proceedings
relieved the unfortunate swoman of her
cloak and also made good his escape.

According to Miss Fryer, the fivst man

was ot average size. but,. as she put it.
“inclined to be lusty.” His associate in
the crime was a tall man,

HEN the womau was taken to 4

public-house soon after the crime

she was unable to give anything in the

nature of a detailed deseription of the
men, Futhermore, at the coroner's in-
quiry, evidence was given to the effect
that she had stated quite frankly that
she could not describe the men. Never-
theless, when she was tiken to the

police station, she positively identified:

Clinch and Mackly as being the men
who had been concerned in the murder
of fier cousin. Four vther witnesses de-
scribed two men whom they had seen
in the neighbourhood about the time
the murder was committed. These wit-
nesses anpear‘e‘d to have been agreed on
ouly one thing
the two had red or khaki hair. Not
one of them swas prepared to swear,
however, that either Clineh or Mackly.
was one of the men seen by them. The
most that could be elicited from them
was the evidence of one, a mere hoy,
to the effect that he believed Clineh Lo
be the man he had seen on the lane.

A POLICE offices named Blackiter

swore that while Clinch was in
custedy, he had passed a remark that
" his peing involved in this matter was
going to be Dbad busines for him.
Strangely enough. this evidence was

admitted without reservation in sup-’

port of the contenviop that Clinch had
admitted his gnilt. Referving generglly
to the case on behalf of the prosecu-
tion, it may be noted that when the
prisoners -were arrested they had very
little money on them, and none of the
stolen pronerty was, traced. to ‘them.
The deferfee produced] as a witness Rice:
the keeper of the nublic-house to which
Miss Fryer was taken immediately

after thecommigsion of the crime Rice

TFor the murder of a man named.

; that the taller man of -

swore that Miss I‘rycr had stated Lhal
she had no idea whatever as to the de-
scription of the people who had been
quilty of the murder. The very most
that could be sifteéd £rom her siory was
that there were three young men, that
they had something over- their faces.
and
couts. After a retirement of only half
an hour the jury found both prisoners
euilty, and both were executed. That
the evidence upon which they

- hanged was 'lll too flimsy was estab-

B

and- says,

lished WIth t "‘IC‘ ‘eertainty within a
few years. A ‘¢riminal. named. Burton
Wood, who was executed on Kemming-
ton Common. and higx confederate, . &
man nameg Timms. confessed upon the

scaffold ‘that they. and not the unfor-

tunate: Clinch and Mackly. had been

auilty .of the munrder of Sidney Fryer..

THE REV. FRANK AULT BYA).

NI . of the mtelestnlv-fcatmcs of

Indian life-is the fact that many
customs are tlie reverse of those in the
West, - We think a fine day is a happy
ocmen for-a wedding day. In the sun-
scorched -Bast o wet day is longed for
as a hsmpv anguvy for. the bridal pair.
The motmn of the hand which we use
when 'we say goodbye mean ‘‘come

here” “in India, In New Zealand .w¢

notice how happy brides look on their

vwedding day; in India it is the custon
for the bride't‘o look: sad, and a bride
who smiled at her’ wedding would bd
regarded as a bold young lady. Many
e*:presslom used in Indian \pee(,h it
dicate a way of thinking which is the
reverse of ours: Yor cxample,
say: The boy took his exam. yester-
day. In Indian idiom it is the masfer
wlho takes the exam ; the boy gives the

. exam. We say, “I went down town and.

met a man” an Indian would say,
“I went down fown and a man met
me.” Many of their idioms sound
quaint to English ears, Ior instance,
to say I went for a walk” in India
would be “I ate ‘the air.” “To be
defeated” in the Indian vernacular is
“To caf defeat” To swear an oath
iv “to ‘eat .an oath.” The word for
“darling” is a curiocus one, A mother
or a newly-married husband will call
the object of his or her affections
“piece: of my liver,” In the Indian
wishes- to say, “I have lost courage,”
he says, “dMy heart has sat down.”
If he wishes. to say, “I have a sore
throat.” he says,
down.”

‘,VIIE\I Indians mecet they do not

shake hands. A Hindu will join
his hands together and Dow—the fin-
gertips of each hand touching one. an-
other and the hands raised to meet
the face—and will say “Ram, Ram.”
(Ram. or Rama. is one cf the great
hero gods of India—an incarnation of
Vishnu.). When fwo BMohammedans
meet, each raises his hand to his brow
“Baladm.” ‘which means

that they wore darkish coloured -

terpreting.
were

‘with startling rapidity,

we

“My.'throat has sat-

“peace.”’
dians who speak a number of langu-
Ages.
derabad used -to talk\to me in IEng-
lish, to his wife in Gujrati, to his
ghustlan congregation in Urdu; and
te the non-Christians around’ him -in
Sindhi, whiclh was his mother-tougue.
We met another Indian padre in Dgihi
who had a marvellous capacity -for in-
T fémember his listening to
u speech in Bn xiish for about 1§ min-

utes. He made no notes. He then
. translated that speech into Hindu-
stani,  word for word,

DR, HELEN SIMPSON (BYA)

IT is not- onlg, motm e.ns, aex'opldlles

and similar things which ~ move
quickly . in our modern world—in Bur-
ope, at any rite.
and much has
nappened in -and’ about ‘Germaky since
my -last, -and -singularly happy . visit
fifteen months ago.

bourg.

charge. ]
my passport aside as soon as they saw
that it was a British ‘'one; they asked
me to open one of my two suiteases,
bavely looked at the top layer,” and
troubled 'me no further, But they were
intensely interested in the newspapelrs
teft in the ‘compartment by earlier
travellers, and examined them . care:

~fully fo see if there was anything in

them which might seem uniitted fov
the eyves of their fellow-countrymen.
As the troin moved out of the station.
along came a smiling young woman
with a duster. and tidied us up in the
proper Gefman. way, - This i& one of

the striking things about Cermany— .

the -tidiness of the public places .and
conveniences

NOBODY in a ’bus or. tram dreams

of dropping u ticket on the floor.

The usual practice seems to be to leave

them on the window. ledge, ane the
conductor. then puts them in the proper
receptacle. T noticed .the
more, -perhaps, when I went back to
London and to the London "buses with
their hundreds of tickets strewn on
seats and floors., and to the undet-
ground tiraius, the floors of which are
alwava covered with cigarette ends
and empty packets. More easy-going
and: suggesting a- greater. homeliness.
perhaps, the English: but it is as much

a habit and as easy for the German to

drop his used ticket in a box or to put

it on the window ledge as it is for the.

Hnglishman to drop his on the floor.
And it is eertainly pleasant to have
the ‘dust of travel removed from the
railway carrviage from time ta time.
The guard on this train was typieal.
too. of German enards, and indeed of
German - public officers  2enerally—so
ready and elad.to help T was veas-

_Sured. and felt that whatever else had
changed, the ordinary, kindly German

" It is not wnusual to meet In- -

Our Indian padri-sahib in Hy-

Situations change -

We crossed - the |
. oorder at the German part of Stvas-
The French railway officials °
- lett the train, and the Germans.took
The customs -officers waved

Qifference

-



